
Lessons from a “Hall of Fame” Mother of Faith1 
Exodus 2:1-10; Hebrews 11:23  

Mother’s Day  5/9/10 a.m. 

Moms, you have one of the most vital jobs in the world. To help you consider the greatness of what you 
are building watch with me this presentation by Nicole Johnson. *DVD clip by Nicole Johnson, “The 
Invisible Woman, 6 min. approx.] 

FOCUS:  This morning, from the life of a “hall of fame” mother of faith, I want to challenge you moms, as 
well as each of you, in Iƻǿ ¸ƻǳ /ŀƴ .Ŝ ŀ άIŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜέ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧaith?  

SET THE STAGE biblically [Cf. Mitchell]: Reflect with me on the story of a woman who is mentioned only 
a few times in Scripture. Yet despite her low profile and being a woman of humble means, she provides 
a beautiful portrait of a mother with faith. In fact, this mother even made it into the "Hall of Fame" for 
faith (cf. Heb 11:23). 

Now this mother’s faith was greatly tested. She and her people were enslaved and oppressed. God had 
told Abraham that his descendants would be foreigners in a foreign country, whose citizens would 
enslave them and mistreat them for four hundred years. But God promised He would punish the nation 
they served as slaves, and after these things they would come out of there and worship God (cf. Acts 
7:6-7 with Gen 15:13).   As the time drew near for God to fulfill these promises the Israelites were 
fruitful, increased greatly, multiplied, and became extremely strong, so that the land was filled with 
them. Then a new ruler, who did not know about Joseph, came to power over Egypt. Perceiving the 
Israelites to be a threat this leader exploited the Israelites and was cruel to them, forcing them into 
slavery. By the sweat of their brow, the Israelites were put into forced labor to build the treasure cities 
of Egypt such as Pithom, and what eventually became known as Rameses (cf. NET note on Ex 1:11). 

This cruel leader hoped to break their backs, but the Israelites continued to grow and prosper. So, he 
turned up the heat a little more. This wicked fool bent on destroying Israel commanded the Hebrew 
midwives to murder the newborn sons of the Hebrew women as they were giving birth. When he 
discovered that he couldn't rely on the midwives because they respected God above him, he tried 
another approach. He told all his people, “All sons that are born you must throw into the river, [i.e., the 
Nile+, but all daughters you may let live” (Exodus 1:22 NET).  He forced mothers and fathers to abandon 
their infant boys so they would die. 

PREVIEW:  Now it was during this reign of terror that this mother became pregnant with her third child. 
She didn't have to worry about her two older children but the child in her womb faced the very real 
threat of death.  What qualities did this mom exhibit that stand as a model, for you as a mother, and for 
all of us? 

To see the qualities we should model from this “Hall of Fame” mother turn with me in your Bibles for 
the Scripture reading to Exodus 2:1-10 [p. 51] 

This story concerns a baby born to a humble Israelite but, surprisingly, adopted as a royal Egyptian. 
Rather than giving way to fear, Moses’ parents, particularly his mother, respond with faith. And God 
honored Moses’ parents’ faith to provide a deliverer for His people.  This is the story of how God used 
three women to save a baby from death. This story features two mothers and two daughters, with the 
daughter of Pharaoh in two roles, initially that of daughter, and eventually also of adoptive mother. The 
ƪŜȅ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ [in Exod 6:20 and Num 26:59] as 
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Jochebed. She and her husband were both descendants from Levi, the tribe that would soon be 
designated by God to provide the religious and spiritual leadership for the people of Israel (Exod 32:26–
29; Num 3:12; 8:6–26; Deut 10:8–9) [cf. Stuart, NAC: Exodus, 86]. 

The final major figure in this story, is this woman’s daughter, Moses’ fifteen year-old sister, who will 
later be identified as Miriam, one of the leaders of the exodus. In fact, what’s interesting to note is that 
God identifies all three of JƻŎƘŜōŜŘΩǎ children as the leaders of the exodus. In Micah 6:4 we read, SLIDE 
“In fact, I brought you up from the land of Egypt, I delivered you from that place of slavery. I sent Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam to lead you” (Micah 6:4 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

Now as our story begins Jochebed didn’t have to worry at the time about her three year-old son, Aaron. 
Nor did she have to worry about her daughter, Miriam, but she had every reason to worry and fear for 
the wellbeing of this baby in her womb. 

APPL: Can you imagine living with such fear? When I think of the times in which Jochebed was called to 
be a mother, I think of some mothers today. I think of mothers in countries like Venezuela, where 
dictator Hugo Chávez is seeing that the children are being indoctrinated with a Socialist and Communist 
mindset, and closing down private schools that still teach democratic values. I think of mothers in parts 
of Africa who face the very real prospect of having their son taken from their arms to be trained as child 
soldiers. 

These are challenging days to be a mother in our world! Though no one threatens to kill or steal our 
babies in America, forces at work threaten to drown our children. Kids drown in the river of violence and 
promiscuity that is pouring out of the TV set every day. Our children stand in danger of drowning in a 
sea of confusion as the lines between right and wrong are blurred in our society. They can drown in a 
competitive culture that rewards performance above character. Every discerning parent knows how 
dangerous it is to grow up in our world! [Cf. Mitchell] 

In the dangerous world in which she found herself, Jochebed stands out because she did what she could 
to save her child. Then, when she could do no more, she depended totally on the faithfulness of God.  

[Be a person of faith.] 

The key quality will see from the life of Jochebed and her husband is her faith in God. In Hebrews 11:23 
we read: SLIDE “By faith, when Moses was born, his parents hid him for three months, because they saw 
the child was beautiful and they were not afraid of the king’s edict” (Heb 11:23 NET). BLANK SLIDE   
Moses’ parents looked upon Moses, much as God looked upon his creation, and they saw that this child 
was good. Our text in Exodus 2:2 literally says that when Jochebed saw that her son was άƎƻƻŘέ she hid 
him.  The Hebrew word for “good,” tov,  used here, is the same word God used of all His creation in Gen 
1.  Each child is a gift from God. This child was well-pleasing to God, tov, good, made in the image of 
God.   

APPL: God tells us to value life, because every human being is made in God’s image. This includes the 
unborn and those born with disabilities. When God instituted capital punishment in Gen 9, He does so 
based on the fact that every person is made in God’s image (cf. Gen 9:6). God expects every living 
person to understand that other people have been created in the image of God. We see here in 
Exodus and throughout the Bible that God holds individuals and nations responsible for how they 
treat human beings. 

ILL: Knowing what was right, Moses’ parents courageously hide Moses. Even though the government 
authority over them has issued a decree to abandon their baby boy into the Nile, they hide Moses for 
three months.   Imagine how hard it probably was to hide an infant. When our first daughter was born, 
Janel and I, who married at age twenty-two, had only been married for about seventeen months. We 
didn't quite know what to do with our daughter! I remember by about age three or four months, Anna, 
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our oldest had a bad case of colic. At that point, we couldn't have hid her if we tried. She made too 
much noise! But here was Jochebed, in these first three months, when a baby tends to sleep a lot 
(although never enough at night), she succeeds in hiding Moses. 

APPL [cf. Mitchell]: We often think of faith as passive—this whole idea of "let go and let God." But real 
faith is active. Faith sometimes calls us to perform risky actions. I think of mothers who have been 
unable to conceive but have seen that as an opportunity to adopt children who might otherwise have 
spent their lives in an orphanage. That's a courageous act of faith. I think of mothers who are married to 
unbelieving husbands. Such a mother seeks to balance showing honor and respect to her husband while 
at the same time wanting to make sure to expose their children to the truth of God's Word. I think of 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άbƻΣέ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅ ά¸ŜǎΦέ I think of mothers who choose to give up a lucrative career so they can stay home 
with their children when everyone around them says that's crazy. What gives these mothers the 
courage to act in such a way is that they fear God more than they fear man. They want to please God 
more than they want to please their friends or their children or even their husbands. And they trust 
God. They trust that as they're obedient to what God calls them to do in the face of threatening 
circumstances, God will take care of them and their child. [Cf. Mitchell.]   Now God had promised He 
would deliver His people from Egypt, after they have been there for 400 years. I believe Moses’ mother 
probably knew about this prophecy, as it was passed down from generation to generation. So she 
probably knew that during the lifetime of this child deliverance will take place. .ȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ aƻǎŜǎΩ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
hid Moses for three months rather than abandoning him. 

REIT/TRANS: How can you be a “Hall of Fame” person? How can you experience the rewards God gives 
to those who diligently seek Him?   Be a person of faith. Act in obedience to God’s Word.  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ 
way to fear.  !tt[Υ !ǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ Φ Φ Φ ōŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ .ȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻōŜȅ 
God.      This leads into the second way Jochebed demonstrated herself to be worthy of the “Hall of 
Fame” for faith. Jochebed trusted God rather than giving way to fear in a crisis situation. To be a “hall 
of fame” person:      

Trust God rather than giving way to fear in crisis situations. 

Important for appreciating the context here in Exodus chapter two is the ending of Heb 11:23, where 
the writer notes, that Moses’ parents άǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ SLIDE “By faith, when Moses was born, his 
parents hid him for three months, because they saw the child was beautiful and they were not afraid of 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŜŘƛŎǘ” (Heb 11:23 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

This does not imply that Moses’ parents did not take Pharaoh’s edict seriously. What it does imply is 
that tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŜŘƛŎǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ Pharaoh’s edict did not scare them 
into letting their child be killed. They knew that God tells us to value life, so they took steps by faith to 
obey God rather than giving their baby boy up to death. 

Now here in Exodus, the primary role of Moses’ mother, Jochebed, is emphasized.  Moses’ father, 
Amram, would have been expected to work as a slave, away from home those daily long hours. 
Jochebed was the one who had to carry out the risky and innovative preservation plan. 

Jochebed having hidden her infant son by faith for three months, now comes to that point where she 
needs a new plan. After three months of hiding her baby, Jochebed sees the handwriting on the wall. 
The baby is getting bigger, more active. Instead of panicking God gives Jochebed a sensible plan to 
follow.  She takes a papyrus box (possibly modified for the baby with air-holes and/or insect netting), 
and covers it with tar and pitch to make it float, and puts it in the reeds on the banks of the Nile. 

Notice v. 3: “But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it 
with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank” (Exodus 2:3 NKJV).   
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Nothing in the text suggests that this plan by Jochebed was an especially brilliant or especially desperate 
method of attempting to hide a baby—only that she was doing her best to protect her infant son. “This 
involved concealment in perhaps the best place to hide something outdoors in Egypt and not actually 
bury it, but still be able to watch it and care for it—the reeds along the Nile. Should Moses cry, his cries 
would be muffled by the enclosure of the ark, the thickness of the reeds, the general outdoor noises, 
the nearby sound of the Nile waters [he would not have been out in the current itself, of course], and at 
such a distance from where police/soldiers would normally be likely to walk that they likely could not 
hear him.” *Cf. Stuart, 89.+       

 ILL [Cf. Mitchell]: Part of being sensible is knowing how to improvise on the spot. Consider the story of 
one woman. At the beginning of her daughter's wedding ceremony, she was to light one of the candles. 
Not realizing the potential hazard, she got too close and set her acrylic nail on fire. Trying not to ruin her 
daughter's big day, she calmly lit the candle from her flaming nail and then, like a gunslinger with his 
six-shooter, blew it out. Needless to say, her blackened nail was the talk of the reception.  

APPL [cf. Mitchell]: That's a funny story of a mother's sensibility, but sometimes the sensibility required 
of a mother is far more consequential. There are mothers who have chosen to give up their child for 
adoption simply because it was the best plan for that child. For some women that is a decision that 
requires enormous faith and foresight and fierce love. I also think of mothers who would love to be 
stay-at-home moms, but the family finances won't allow it. So, they find ways to make it work that are 
best for their kids. They find a way to work from home or they have a godly aunt or grandmother 
provide childcare or they stagger their work schedules with their husbands so that one parent is always 
there for the child.      

TRANS: Now the word translated άŀǊƪέ here in v. 3 (NKJV) is the same word used for Noah's ark. Noah's 
ark was covered with tar and pitch just like this one was. This ark of bulrushes gave this three month old 
baby protection from insects and the sun much better than a typical basket would. It had a secure lid on 
top because v. 6 describes the need to “open” the ark. ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ŀƴ άŀǊƪέ ǿŀǎ ƛǘǎ 
provision of protection.   God draws our attention to the fact that through Jochebed’s actions, God 
graciously protects Moses from death by a small ark, just as God had protected Noah and the animals 
by a great ark in the days of the great flood. Both Noah and Moses were deliverers/rescuers who were 
called by God to lead people and animals through and out of danger into a new location where those 
people and animals would become dominant in establishing a new stage of God’s unfolding plan of 
redemption of the world. [Cf. Stuart, Exodus, 87-89.] 

Now Jochebed was not careless about this. God gave her a sensible plan. She didn't just send her baby 
boy floating down the river. She placed him among the reeds along the banks of the Nile. This was a 
place women would congregate. It was kind of like placing a baby on the steps of a hospital today. She 
also didn't just put him in the Nile and wave good-bye, saying, "Have a nice life, Moses! Maybe I'll see 
you sometime!" She had Moses' older sister stand at a distance to find out what would happen to him. 
Notice v. 4, “And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him” (Exodus 2:4 NKJV)   

APPL: Mom’s there are certain responsibilities you have. They are certain actions you can take to try to 
help protect your children, but ultimately there comes that point where, having done all you can, you 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ 

REIT/TRANS: Be a person of faith. Trust God rather than giving way to fear in crisis situations. This leads 
to a third truth from the life of Jochebed: 
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Having done all to instill God’s truth in your child trust God with the 
unknown future of your child. 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  
Jochebed knew it was only a matter of time before her infant son would be discovered. If she had 
continued to remain in the house with him, his discovery would be certain and he would be killed. So 
she makes the ark of bulrushes, places it where the woman would come down to bathe and wisely has 
her fifteen year old daughter watch and wait. If Jochebed herself had stood by the reeds, watching and 
waiting, it would have been obvious who she was. But Moses' sister made a good spy. When Moses was 
discovered in the Nile, his sister offered to find a Hebrew woman to nurse him, and the plan fell into 
place. You see, Jochebed was clever—she was sensible in her planning.   

APPL: But the key is she trusted God! aƻƳΩǎ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ 
There comes a time where events in the life of your children are out of your hands. How you respond 
is key! If you find yourself stressing out over the welfare of your children, it may indicate you need to 
commit yourself and your child again to the Lord. God loves your child even more than you do. Trust 
the welfare of your child, physically, emotionally, spiritually, to the Lord. When you lack wisdom, ask 
God to give you the wisdom you need. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭƭȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ Your adult 
children are responsible for their own actions. In your desire to nurture and protect your children, be 
careful that you don’t take on those responsibilities yourself. For that adult child not walking with God, 
trust God to bring the pressures needed upon your child, to seek to draw him or her to the Lord. Show 
empathy and seek to give your adult children wise counsel, but realize God may be seeking to bring 
pressure upon them to turn them in repentance to Himself. The bottom line: Commit your children to 
the Lord and trust God. If you find yourself overcome with worry and anxiety, use those emotions as a 
reminder of your need to obey God’s command: SLIDE “Do not be anxious about anything. Instead, in 
every situation, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell your requests to God. 4:7 And the 
peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:6-
7 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

TRANS: Picture the scene here in Exodus chapter two. Miriam stands at a distance, far enough from the 
ark of bulrushes that Moses is in, to not be conspicuous but to still observe from a distance. 

Notice what God does. Look at vv. 5ff: “Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. 
And her maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her 
maid to get it. 6 And when she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby wept. So she had 
compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for 
you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the maiden went and called the child’s mother. 9 
Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you 
your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 And the child grew, and she brought him 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew 
him out of the water.” (Exodus 2:5-10 NKJV). 

What a story! Behind it all we see a God who superintends, a God who oversees that happens, but we 
also see clearly a mother who trusts God in a difficult situation. DƻŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ WƻŎƘŜōŜŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ Moses' 
sister then goes to find Jochebed, who not only gets to raise her child, but now gets paid for her work!  

The baby is reunited with his mother, who will now be able to raise the child during the most formative 
years, teaching him about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then Jochebed will release him to 
Pharaoh's daughter after he's weaned. Moses will spend his youth in Pharaoh's court, where he'll learn 
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law, rhetoric, mathematics, hieroglyphics, and even the art of war (see Acts 7:22). And one day, Moses 
will lead two million people through a desert, putting all of these disciplines to work.  

Did you notice? God is never mentioned once in this passage. Still, we know He's at work. There are 
actions, moms, you can do, but ultimately you must leave your child in God's hands. That's the 
hardest thing, isn't it? Letting go? A mother's love never changes, but parenthood is a constant 
process of letting go: letting your child make mistakes; letting your teenager learn some things the hard 
way; letting your adult child follow God's call, even if it means he or she will live 1,000 miles away. 
Mothers, take heart! God will use your faith to accomplish His purposes. He's working behind the 
scenes to accomplish His purpose in your children's lives. He will  use you, but remember to keep your 
trust in the Lord, not yourself and your plans.  

TRANS: One of the interesting things about this passage how prominent a role women with motherly 
instincts play in the story. Jochebed "saw" that Moses was beautiful. Pharaoh's daughter "saw" the 
basket, "saw" the child crying, and had pity on him. Moses' sister stood in the wings to "know" or 
"notice" what would happen and when to act. All of this foreshadows what God would soon do for his 
people. Later in chapter 2, it's God who looks upon His people who are suffering. We're told in verse 
25 that "God saw"—same word—"the sons of Israel, and God took notice"—same word—"of them." So 
you could say it's that nurturing instinct of God that caused him to move forward to save His people. 
And it is God's mercy that delivers us from our utterly helpless state through the death, burial, and 
resurrection of His own Son [cf. Mitchell.] 

For the next three years at least, Jochebed, takes this child, no longer legally considered her child, but 
one she nurses and raises for someone considered much greater than herself. She knows that her time 
with this child, her time to influence this child is limited. And I believe she pours herself and God’s Word 
into this child, as well as her other children. She does so with the realization that this child does not 
belong to herself.   Though giving up her little boy when the time came to turn him over to the princess 
must have been heartwrenching for Jochebed, we should not assume that Moses never had contact 
thereafter with his family. The descriptions of his later reuniting with his brother Aaron as described in 
chap. 4 assume that they knew each other all along, and the importance of aƛǊƛŀƳΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ in the exodus 
leadership suggests that she and Moses were hardly strangers. 

In  v. 10 we read: “And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her 
son. So she called his name Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.”  (Exod 2:10 NKJV).   
The emphasis of v. 10 rests on the adoption, with a necessary Egyptian name. “Moses” follows the 
typical pattern of ancient naming in which a name (usually an existing, known name) was not selected 
prior to birth, as is usually the practice in our society. In Moses day, a name was only selected after 
birth and was suggested by some sort of circumstance or speech experienced or heard at the time of 
birth—ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ So a relatively common Egyptian name, meaning 
“son” or “to beget a son,” is chosen as appropriate because it sounds something like ƳǁǑŢƘ, [the active 
participle of the verb ƳņǑņƘ+, which comes from the word that means “to draw out,” which connects to 
the circumstances of Moses’ discovery and being “drawn out” of the water. Through this name, the 
princess both consciously honors the Hebrew origins of her son and also makes him legitimately 
9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƴΦέ [Cf. Stuart, 
93.] 

So Moses name came from the fact that Pharaoh’s daughter drew him from the water. Due to the 
estimation Egyptians had of the Nile, the princess would have thought of the child from the river as a 
supernatural provision. 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘ 
through the water. So the circumstance of this story show Moses to be a man of destiny, and this 
naming episode summarizes how God was divinely at work in Israel. [CF. NET note on Exod 2:10.]  

APPL:  God is at work in your life as well!  Mom’s, Dad’s, and each of you that work with children: Do all 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 
Ultimately, your children do not belong to you. God entrusts you with them for a time. We are stewards. 
Our children belong to someone greater than us. Our children belong to One who is wiser than us. Our 
children belong to One whom we can entrust our children to, knowing He cares for them, even more 
than we do.    Moms, remember, your child ultimately belongs to God. God entrusted your child into 
your care, but ultimately each of your children belong to Him.  

By God’s grace let’s bring up our children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (cf. Eph 6:4).   Seek 
to provide that solid foundation that helps your children be people who learn to trust God in all 
circumstances. 

As we consider what the future holds for our children and grandchildren, we can be certain our children 
and grandchildren will face crisis situations. The best preparation we can give to our children and 
grandchildren, is to help them come to know and trust fully the God who rules over all. Teach your 
child of their need of a Savior; that all of us are sinners, who tend to go our own way. Teach them that 
because of God’s great love, He sent His perfect Son, Jesus, God in the flesh, who took God’s 
punishment for our sins by dying on the cross, and who rose from the dead the third day, showing God’s 
acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice. Teach your children of their need to put their trust in Jesus Christ alone 
for the forgiveness of their sins. 

 Teach your children that God chooses what the world thinks foolish to shame the wise, and God 
chooses what the world thinks weak to shame the strong. God chooses what is low and despised in the 
world, what is regarded as nothing, to set aside what is regarded as something, so that no one can 
boast in his presence. Teach your children that God is the reason we have a relationship with Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so 
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (cf. 1 Cor 1:26-31 NET).  

[Conclusion] 

God is accomplishing His salvation program and He will use you and me as we live by faith.  Trust God 
rather than giving way to fear in crisis situations.  Moms (and Dads), having done all to instill God’s truth 
in your child, TRUST GOD with the unknown future of your child.   

Seek to instill in your children a knowledge of, a faith in, and a love for, this God who sees and knows 
your child's deepest need for salvation and has decisively moved to accomplish it through the work of 
Jesus. Then trust God with the unknown future of your child. God is faithful. 

 


