
God’s Household: A Holy Temple 

Eph 2:19-22 CBC 3/14/10 a.m. 

ENGAGE *Cf. Steven J. Cole, “The Church: Why Marry It?”  http://www.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/111807M.pdf  
accessed 3/10/10]:  What image comes to your mind when you think of Calvary Bible Church? Do you 
think of inspiring worship, outreach events, children’s ministry, the building?   I want to suggest to you 
this morning that many of us have an inadequate view of the local church. Let me tell you why I believe 
this. 

Many of us, as Christians, think in terms of attending church, not being the church. If we only think of 
attending church, not being the church, the tendency can to be to attend on Sunday if we don’t have 
anything else to do and if we were not out too late the night before. If you have this view you may 
attend church much as you would attend the theater. You hope the program will be enjoyable and 
make you feel good. You greet a few of the other attendees and then get home quickly, to do your own 
thing. 

Or as Joshua Harris puts it, in his book, Stop Dating the Church, most Christians are dating the church, 
but they aren’t married to it. His profile of a churchdater is first, he is me-centered. He goes for what he 
can get. Second, he is independent. He doesn’t want to commit himself or get too involved, especially 
with people. Often this is because the church-dater got burned in a previous church. Third, he tends to 
be critical of the church. This is where the consumer mindset kicks in. The church-dater is looking for the 
best product for the price. And so he is fickle, always hunting for a better deal. [Harris, 16-17 quoted by 
Cole.] 

We have to be honest here: If you’ve been involved in a local church for very long, I’m pretty sure you 
have been hurt or frustrated or disillusioned at some point, is that true. [How many of you have been 
hurt or frustrated or disillusioned at some point by someone in a church or by the church itself? Can I 
see by a show of hands?+. Now I would venture to say that if you’ve been married for very long, you 
have been hurt or frustrated or disillusioned. But I hope you’re still married! Commitment is what keeps 
you going in your marriage, to work at making it better. In the same way, commit yourself to us as a 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōƻŘȅΤ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ōŜ ŀƭƭ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ  

Ch/¦{Υ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ L 
want to persuade you to BE COMMITTED to love /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ and to be committed ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ 
here at Calvary. After all, Christ loved the church as His bride and gave Himself for her. If you and I want 
to be like Christ, then we need to love the church and give ourselves for her, even if we get hurt or 
frustrated or disillusioned. Why? You and I must commit ourselves to the local church because as 
believers in Jesus Christ we are FELLOW CITIZENS ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ MEMBERS ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
household, and we are Dh5Ω{ ¢9at[9 where He dwells.  

SET THE STAGE biblically:  In the book of Ephesians the apostle Paul shows us how incredibly gracious 
God has been to us as believers in Jesus Christ. Last week we saw how, through Christ’s sacrificial death, 
God united us as Gentile believers with Jewish believers to form a new entity, the body of Christ, the 
church! Around the time Paul was writing these words, arguing for racial unity in Christ, Jews and 
Syrians were massacring each other in the streets of Caesarea, a city where Paul had been not long 
before (Acts 23:23). [Cf. Keener, IVP Bible Background Comm : NT, Logos Electronic Ed.,Eph 2:19-22.] We Gentiles, who 
formerly were separated from God, have now been brought near ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ (2:14-18).The 
distinctions God made in Old Testament times that kept us as Gentiles separated from Jews have now 
come to an end in the mystery, the church, the body of Christ. This is all because of God’s incredible 
grace to us! 

http://www.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/111807M.pdf
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PREVIEW:  Now in our passage of Scripture for today Paul describes the results of our union as believing 
Gentiles with believing Jews. Paul continues to emphasize the ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ. 
Specifically, Paul helps us understand the privileged position we enjoy because of Christ’s sacrificial 
death for us. This morning we’ll look at three privileges we enjoy because of Christ’s sacrificial death, 
which are also three reasons why we should be committed to Christ and the body of believers here at 
Calvary. 

ANNOUNCE the passage:  For the Scripture reading this morning turn with me in your Bibles to Eph 
2:19-22 [p. 1039]. 

Do you recognize what a privileged position you enjoy as a believer because of Christ’s sacrificial death 
for us? As a believer in Jesus Christ, Christ’s sacrificial death has given you a very privileged position. 
What are the privileges we enjoy because of Christ’s sacrificial death, and why should we be committed 
to Christ and His body of believers here? 

Commit  ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ #ÁÌÖary because you are a 
fellow citizen  with other believers ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÒÕÌÅ (Eph 2:19a) . 
We are fellow citizens, having full rights with Jewish believers, under God’s rule. You enjoy the privilege 
of being full participants in God’s kingdom rule. Notice Eph 2:19a: “Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints” (Eph 2:19a NKJV). 

I enjoy the opportunity to see people and places in other parts of the world—whether it be going to a 
Hmong village in Northern Thailand when we were on a mission’s trip a couple of years ago, or traveling 
to Athens, Greece and seeing the ancient ruins of past Greek civilizations as well as the hustle and 
bustle of a modern city. While it can be enriching to travel to other parts of the world I am thankful to 
have been born in our great country and for the privilege of living in a democracy that provides so much 
opportunity. I am thankful for and proud of my citizenship. Many people all over the world covet the 
citizenship you and I take for granted here in America. Through the years many have risked their lives to 
try to obtain U.S. citizenship. 

Citizenship was an even greater source of pride in the ancient world. In the Greco-Roman culture to 
which Paul writes in Ephesus, citizenship was highly personal. hƴŜΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ. The 
city’s laws were a part of one’s being, its customs a source of pride. Its inhabitants were one’s lifelong 
friends. [Cf. Boice, Philippians, 101–103, referenced by Hughes, Ephesians, 98.] 

Now recognizing how important citizenship was Paul tells the Ephesian believers something that ought 
to make our hearts bow in reverence to Christ. Paul says, “You are no longer outsiders, kept out of 
God’s kingdom rule, now you are fellow citizens with God’s people.” You and I possess a citizenship of 
more importance than any citizenship on this earth.  Because of Christ’s sacrificial death you possess the 
full rights and privileges with other believers ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊǳƭŜΦ 

APPL: What are the implications of our being fellow citizens with God’s people? Before we trusted in 
Christ we were separated from God, now through Christ’s sacrificial death we have been reconciled to 
God. We also are united with one another in Christ. When we become Christians we become part of a 
community of Christians. We belong! We become part of a community where we can be understood 
and loved and be ourselves. Christ’s sacrificial death has made us one with one another. We become 
part of Christ’s body, the church. 

The body of believers here at Calvary is an expression of that unity that we have through Jesus Christ. If 
you are united with Christ, we invite you to be united with us. Get involved in serving the Lord here. 
Part of your commitment to Christ can be shown through your commitment to this body of believers 
here. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ Attend the Welcome Class, follow through 
on the membership process. Begin serving others with the gift or gifts God has given you. 
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The fact that we are fellow citizens with God’s people means we should have a common goal to glorify 
Christ together. We are headed for a common destination—a place Christ is preparing for us—the 
heavenly city (cf. John 14:1-6; Rev. 21-22).  No matter where in this world you may go, you belong to 
God and you are a fellow citizen. and one day we are going to be caught up in the air to be with our 
Lord and His people forever. We will go to that heavenly city, as fellow citizens with God’s people!   
APPL: Now, as citizens of heaven, ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ our 
state, and our country. Of all the citizens of our great country we should be the most respectful to those 
in authority. We should be faithful in our prayers for all those in authority over us. We should seek the 
welfare of our community. We should do good to all. 

REIT/Trans: Why should you be committed to Christ and His body of believers? Commit yourself to 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƘŜǊe at Calvery because you are a fellow citizen ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
kingdom rule.   Paul gives us a second picture of our privileged position at the end of v. 19. The imagery 
changes from the political realm to an intimate family setting. Paul says, “Not only are you fellow 
citizens with other believers in God’s kingdom rule, you also are an intimate members of God’s 
household. Why should you be committed to Christ and His body of believers here? 

Commit yourself  ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ #ÁÌÖÁÒÙ because you are an 
intimate member  ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ (Eph 2:19b).  
 You not only are a citizen of God’s kingdom rule, you also are an intimate member of God’s household. 
¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΗ Notice v. 19 again, especially the end of v. 19: ““Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘέ 
(Eph 2:19 NKJV). You are a member of God’s household! 

All of us who have been reconciled to God by trusting in Christ’s sacrificial death have the same Father.  
Paul notes this as well when he says in Eph 3:14b-15 that he kneels “before the Father, 15 from whom 
every family in heaven and on the earth is named.” 

Our Father is the Creator of all! We have a Father who reigns over all! We can enjoy intimacy with God, 
but as Father we are also reminded of God’s dignity and authority. God, as our Father, seeks the good 
of His family and also rules over the family unit. We are members of a household of One who is an all-
powerful and loving heavenly Father. 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΚ Being a member of God’s household means 
you have a place of refuge and protection. You belong! God is your protector and provider. 

Being a member of a household also means identity and gives the security that comes with a sense of 
belonging. [Cf. Hawthorne, Martin, Reid, Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, 418.] 

Paul reassures the Ephesian believers then, as well as us, when he tells us, ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦέ  This means also that we are related to one another.  Paul tells Timothy that in the church 
we are to relate to older men as fathers, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and 
younger women as sisters - with complete purity (cf. 1 Tim 5:1-2). Fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers — 
are terms of endearment, describing the tender relationship we should have with one another. 

APPL: Now being a member of a household gives you certain benefits as well as responsibilities. For 
example, as a member of the Osladil household we get to enjoy home-cooked meals, shelter, a sense of 
belonging, opportunities to have fun together. As members of our household we also have certain 
responsibilities. I’m expected to get up in the morning and work and provide the basic necessities for 
the family. Various chores are assigned to family members. We have a responsibility to work through 
disputes we may have with one another. We are committed to seeking the welfare of one another. 
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So to be members of DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ means we each have responsibilities to one another, as well as 
responsibilities to the master of the household, God Himself. The New Testament is full of “one 
another” commands to instruct us in how to respond to one another. We have a responsibility to care 
for one another, to love one another, forgive one another, exhort one another, to name only a few.  

ILL /APPL *Cole, “The Church: Why Marry It,” 4+: The sense of belonging is much stronger in a family than in a 
national sense. I read about a student who went to a university away from his hometown. In the 
evenings, he would often take a walk. He was lonely because he was away from his family. He would 
sometimes look into the well-lit windows of homes that he would walk by and see the families gathered 
around the dinner table. Occasionally, a family member would see him outside and get up and close the 
curtain. He felt excluded from that household! 

But, Paul says, though you once were excluded, now you are part ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ. You’re family. 
You’re included. When the family gets together, you want to be there, because it is a great privilege to 
be a member of this family. When they talk about the things that matter most to the family, the things 
of God, you delight in the conversation. You want to hang out with the family when they get together 
just because you’re family. If the family of God gathers for worship, you’re there. If they gather for a 
meal, you join them. If they meet to talk about family matters, you’re there. You’re committed because 
you’re part of the family.  *Pause…+  Do you see the difference between attending church and being a 
member of DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ? 

REIT/TRANS: The great privilege you and I have of being a member of God’s household means we have a 
place of refuge and protection. Being members of God’s household gives us identity and a security that 
comes with a sense of belonging. ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΗ But also being a 
member of God’s household implies we have responsibilities to one another, as well as to God.     Paul 
gives a third imagery of the privileged position Christ’s death has made for us in vv. 20-22. Not only are 
you privileged to be ŀ C9[[h² /L¢L½9b ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ and a9a.9w{ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ but a 
third privilege and reason we should commit ourselves to Christ’s body here at Calvary is this: 

Commit yourself  ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ #ÁÌÖÁÒÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
building  and temple He dwells in us  (Eph 2:20-22) . 
Paul extends the comparison from our being fellow citizens and members of God’s household to 
another related comparison, that of our being DƻŘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ and temple itself.  We are THE PLACE 
where God DWELLS! Paul tells us in 1 Cor 6:19 that as believers, our bodies are God’s temple, where 
God’s Holy Spirit dwells (cf. 1 Cor 6:19). But here in Eph 2:20-22 Paul says that corporately, as those set 
apart by God, here at Calvary Bible Church in Hanover, ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ IŜ ƛǎ 
worshiped and where He dwells. Paul elaborates here in vv. 20-22 more fully on our being God’s new 
temple, than anywhere else. 

Paul speaks both about the foundation and the cornerstone that we are being built upon, as DƻŘΩǎ 
building. Paul speaks about our growth as a building.  Notice how Paul uses the imagery of our being 
God’s building and temple where God dwells in Eph 2:20-22: “Having been built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 
together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:20-22 NKJV).  Paul’s point is that just as a 
building has a foundation and superstructure, so we, as the body of Christ, the church have a foundation 
and superstructure. The foundation of Christ’s body, the church, consists of the apostles and prophets, 
and its superstructure consists of the other church saints. 
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Paul says God set us as believing Gentiles, along with believing Jews, as living stones on the foundation 
of the apostles and New Testament prophets.  Then Paul shows the special function and importance of 
Christ by referring to Him as the cornerstone. 

Let’s look first at the foundation. he apostles of Jesus Christ, which included the Twelve plus Paul, along 
with the New Testament prophets, form the foundation on which Christ has built His church. The 
word apostle means άǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƻƴŜΦέ Apostles of Jesus Christ were those sent forth by Jesus Christ with 
the same authority and power He had (cf. 2 Cor 12:12; Heb 2:1-3). 

Prophets were those who received special revelation from God for the church. Before the canon of the 
New Testament was completed, the prophets received direct revelation from God to build up and 
encourage the church (Acts 15:32; 1 Cor. 14:3, 29-32).  tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ 
the truth that we now possess in the NT, the testimony about Jesus Christ. Paul is telling us, “You have 
the right foundation. You are members in God’s new community.” 

TRANS: We are built on the foundation of the apostles and New Testament prophets, which we have in 
the NT, and Christ Himself is the cornerstone , the foundation stone upon which the church is built. The 
foundation of the apostles and prophets is built on the foundation stone of Christ.   

Implications: What are the implications as we think about Christ being the cornerstone for the 
church? Since the cornerstone in Bible times marked the beginning of the foundation and the 
cornerstone was used to determine the lie or line of the building, think of the assurance this gives us in 
knowing Jesus is our cornerstone. This means first, Christ is the vital cornerstone on whom we are being 
constructed. God has provided for you and me a solid foundation upon which to build our lives! By 
referring to Jesus here as the cornerstone, Paul indicates that Jesus Christ gave stability not only to 
the apostles and prophets who laid the foundation of the church upon Him, but also that Jesus Christ is 
the one who gives stability to you and me, members of His church. (This church is not build on us, as 
church leaders. As leaders we will fail you at times, we don’t want to, but we will. But Christ will never 
fail us!) 

APPL: As we build our lives on Jesus Christ we can experience peacefulness and tranquility, even when 
the circumstances of our lives are in upheaval.  In Christ, and the revelation Christ has given us through 
the apostles and New Testament prophet, which we have in the NT,  we have a firm foundation that 
will see us through whatever circumstances we may be called to face. 

On the other hand, if we build our trust and our lives on anything else—ourselves, our possessions, 
pleasure, fame—our trust will eventually be swept away like a hut in a windstorm (cf. Isa 28). 

What are you building your life on? Are you focused on seeking to live your life for the Lord? Or is the 
foundation of your life built on yourself, just adding a bit of the Lord on top as building dressing? 

As the hymn reminds us, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. I dare 
not trust the sweetest frame [i.e., any structure, support, no matter how pleasing to the senses it might 
be, that is not built on Christ+, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Are you building your life on Christ, the 
solid Rock? 

Second, since Christ is our cornerstone, this means that Christ determines the foundation and position 
of each one of us in His holy temple. Just as Christ appointed the apostles, so He places each of us in His 
building, the church, as He desires.  APP: *Cf. Cole+: In the construction of Solomon’s Temple, the stones 
were quarried and shaped away from the construction site and then brought to the site and fitted 
carefully together (1 Kings 6:7). It is a picture of the Lord fitting us together with one another, so that 
each stone contributes a vital part to the entire wall. Individual stones are not of much value apart from 
the whole, but when they are fit together, the entire structure becomes a beautiful, functional place 
where God is worshiped. The implication is that it is only in close relationships with one another that 
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God uses us for His purpose and glory. To do that, He often has to chip off our rough edges, which is a 
painful process! It is often through relational conflicts in the church that we learn where we need to 
grow and change. If we submit to the process, the end result is worth it!  God has a purpose for you to 
fulfill in this body. As each of us fulfills the role Christ has for us this body will be built up! (Cf. Eph 4:15-
16.) Have you gotten involved in the work Christ has for you here? We have many who do so much 
here in the body of Christ. Do you want to feel a part of Christ’s body? Find a place to get involved here 
in ministering to God’s people. Get involved in serving with God’s people to accomplish Christ’s mission 
for us of seeking the lost and equipping the found. LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŎƘ and get in the game! If 
you constantly take in and don’t give out, you stand in danger of sitting, and soaking and souring! 
Blessing comes as we give back out to others. 

A THIRD implication of Christ being our cornerstone is that through our vital union with Christ we grow 
ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ As a church we are a living 
and growing organism, as new believers are included in this dwelling place of God. [Cf. Hoehner, 

“Ephesians,” in BKC, 2:627] 

Trans to vv. 21-22: In vv. 21-22 Paul draws attention to the place we, as Gentile believers, have in this 
dwelling of God.  Paul uses two corresponding sentences to expand on the unity we have in Christ, as 
well as our growth into a holy temple in the Lord where God dwells.  Note what Paul says in Eph 2:21-
22: “In *Christ+ the whole building *i.e., believing Jews and Gentiles], being fitted together, grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom [i.e., in Christ] you also are being built together for a dwelling place 
of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:21-22 NKJV). 

Now the expression a holy temple in the Lord (v. 21) and a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (v. 22) both 
describe the same truth. We, corporately, as the body of Christ are God’s dwelling place, His temple! 
God lives in us by His Spirit! Isn’t that amazing? We, as Gentile believers, are “being built together into a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:22 NET). God Himself dwells in each of us individually, as well 
as us corporately as a church, by His Spirit.  Each of us is a work in progress, but God’s Spirit indwells us 
already. We are growing into a holy temple in the Lord. So in contrast to what we once were, separated 
from the Messiah, outside the covenant community, without God and without hope (cf. 2:11-12) now 
we are being built into the dwelling place of God Himself.  

APPL: In one of his books, Watchman Nee says that if you have a small amount of change in your 
pocket, you can walk along rather carefree. But if you have a large amount of money in your pocket, 
you’ll walk more carefully, guarding the treasure. When we realize that both individually and 
corporately, the living God dwells in our midst, we will be careful to walk in holiness.    This also means 
that when we gather as the church, we should come to meet with God. We want to sense His presence 
in our midst. As Moses prayed (Exod. 33:15), if the Lord’s presence does not go with us, we don’t want 
to go at all! So PRAY& prepare your heart before you gather with the saints, “Lord, I want to meet with 
You! I want You to show your glory in and through us, Your temple!”  

[CONCLUSION] 
Just as Paul reminded us in Eph 2:1–10 of the great change God brought about in our situation, as those 
formerly dead in transgression and sins, so here in Eph 2:11-22 Paul has reminded us the privileged 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  As Gentiles we would have been 
excluded from the Jerusalem Temple by a wall and by signs threatening death. But now, in Christ we 
actually form the wall of the new temple. God reached down and gathered us as stones from Death 
Valley and made us living stones. [Cf. Hughes, 101.] 

Salv: The privileged position Paul has described is only for those who have placed their trust in Christ 
alone as their Savior. We don’t become part of God’s family just because we may have been born to 
parents who are Christians. DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŘǿŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
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We have to receive Christ as our Savior, that is, we have to recognize our sin has separated us from God, 
and we have to place our trust in Christ alone as our Savior, believing He died on the cross for our sins 
and rose again the third day? !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ 

I wonder how many of you here today, including some that may even have a relationship with us as a 
church, but you have nothing in common with the people of God because you have never been BORN 
into the family of God? It’s not a club. You don’t join it. It is a family, and you have to be born into the 
family. Have you been born again? Do you recognize that you, like all of us, have fallen short of God’s 
perfection, and that ALL of us have sinned? Do you recognize that your sin has separated you from God, 
and of your need to trust in Christ alone as your Savior? You can be born again today . . . .! 

BAPTISM: After you trust in Christ as your Savior, the first step of obedience you should take is to 
publicly proclaim your faith through baptism. If you’ve trusted in Christ and not been baptized yet, this is 
a step you should take. By baptism we are publically identifying with Christ in His death, burial, and 
resurrection. I’ll be happy to talk with you about being baptized if you will see me after the service, or 
enter on the blue card in the pew your desire to be baptized and we’ll help you obey the Lord in this 
area. 

 [Cf. Cole]: What does being committed to a church look like? Josh Harris describes it in seven ways (pp. 
67-77). I can only hit the highlights: 

(1) Join. You officially join the church so that the pastors and others there know that you’re part of the 
team. Here at Calvary this means going through the Welcome Class, filling out an application, and being 
interviewed by two elders. Joining expresses your commitment to be here and serve together. 

(2) You make the local church a priority. You build your life around your priorities, so that other things 
take a back seat.  

όоύ ¸ƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ Ƨƻō ŀ ƧƻȅΦ Hebrews 13:17 says: “Obey your leaders and submit to 
them, for they keep watch over your souls and will give an account for their work. Let them do this with 
joy and not with complaints, for this would be no advantage for you” (Heb 13:17 NET). Embrace, obey, 
and love God’s Word. Also, pray for us as church leaders and refuse to engage in slander against church 
leaders. 

(4) Find ways to serve. “Serving is the fastest way to feel a sense of ownership in the church. It’s also 
the best way to build relationships” *cf, Harris says (p. 72).+ Don’t wait to be asked to serve. Look for 
ways to serve.  

(5) Give. “Because the local church is where you are nourished spiritually, it should be the first place you 
invest financially” (p. 74). 

(6) Connect with people. God designed us to grow through our interaction with others in the body of 
Christ. Share your life together with others in Christ. 

(7) Share your passion. When you’re in love with the church, you can’t keep it to yourself. You want 
others to experience the same joy. 

John Stott says, “If the church is central to God’s purpose as seen in both history and the gospel, it must 
surely also be central to our lives. How can we take lightly what God takes so seriously?   How dare we 
push to the circumference what God has placed at the center?” 

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ Iƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ and His temple where He dwells, it 
should motivate us to fall in love and be committed to the local church. Christ loved the church and 
gave Himself for her. So should you and me! 

 


