
Light Up Your World! 

Ephesians 5:8-14 July 18, 2010 a.m.  

[Note: The argument of Ephesians 5:8–14 has to do with believers’ behavior and the possible effects of 
this on those who live in darkness.] 

Dave Branon, in the devotional booklet The Daily Bread, writes:  “One evening my daughter Julie and her 
friend Jenni were driving from their college to a nearby town. Along the way, they passed through a 
community that had an eerie darkness to it because of a power outage. It was strange—almost 
frightening—to drive through that blacked-out community. 

As they left the town behind, they noticed a light up ahead. It shone like a beacon. And when they 
reached it, they were pleasantly surprised to find that the only light in the darkness was a church. A 
house of worship was lighting up their world. 

This is exactly how people should view you and me as Christians—a bright and inviting light in this 
world darkened by sin. Jesus brought us out of the darkness, and He said that as His followers we are 
“the light of the world” (Matt 5:14). And now we are to “live as children of light” (Eph 5:8). What a 
privilege and responsibility. People around you are trapped in bitterness and unforgiveness. People with 
whom you have contact are enslaved in destructive habits. 

It’s a huge challenge that should make us think seriously about how we live. Light causes something 
good to happen. Light enables us to find our way in the dark. We live in a dark world. Sin lies all around 
us! Yet God reminds us today through His Word that WE HAVE THE LIGHT! Are your life and words 
guiding people out of the darkness and into the light of Jesus? Your life either sheds light or casts a 
shadow. [Adapted from Dave Branon, Our Daily Bread, May 9, 2003, cf. http://odb.org/2003/05/09/light-up-your-world/  

accessed 7/8/10.]   

In the first three chapters of the book of Ephesians we have been reminded of who we are in Christ 
and the blessings we have in Christ. We have been blessed with every blessing in Christ Jesus. The 
Father chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before Him in 
love, the Son redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit sealed us, guaranteeing our salvation. We have been 
raised with Christ and are seated with Christ in the heavenlies. The best is yet to come for us as 
believers. The same resurrection power that raised Christ from the dead is at work in you. You were 
dead but now you are alive. You have been saved by grace through faith. You are now part of God’s 
forever family! 

Based on all God’s blessings to us in Christ, Paul exhorts us to live in a manner worthy of our calling. In 
the last three chapters of Ephesians the apostle Paul instructs us in how we are to live. We are to live 
together in harmony, loving and forgiving one another. “Abandon all aspects of your old sinful lifestyle,” 
Paul commands us. Instead of returning to your old sinful lifestyle keep being renewed in your inmost 
being by yielding yourself to God. Conduct your life in light of the mighty change God brought about in 
you.   We're the citizens of the Kingdom and we must act consistent with our identity. 

Paul has just warned us of our need to be sexually pure. Now in our passage of Scripture for today 
Paul reminds us of the change that has taken place in our lives so that we can obey God in this area of 
our lives. We are light. Light up your world! 

Because you are light, you have a huge responsibility to light up your world. How are we who have been 
transferred from darkness to light to live? Our text speaks to this first positively and then negatively 
and then with a stirring charge. 

For our Scripture reading turn in your Bibles to Eph 5:8-14.  

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nkjv/Matthew%205.14
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nkjv/Ephesians%205.8
http://odb.org/2003/05/09/light-up-your-world/
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[Light Up Your World! (5:8)] 

In v. 8 Paul gives a positive reason why as a Christian, you are not to join with the disobedient in living an 
immoral life in your conduct or speech. Look at v. 8: ““For you were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Eph 5:8 NKJV). As a Christian you are not the person you 
once were! You were darkness, but now you are light! Paul says, “You were morally depraved and 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘΣέ but you are not that person anymore. You are a new person in Christ. Instead of 
being morally depraved and spiritually ignorant, your life now reflects the life of Christ. You are light in 
the Lord! Because we are God’s light to this world, Paul commands us, “Walk as children of the light” 
(5:8b). Because you are light in the Lord, shine your light! Light up your world! Allow Christ’s life to be 
seen through your life! You were darkness but now you are light. Shine your light! 

ILL: One of the sessions I benefited from the most at the IFCA National Convention I recently attended 
was a workshop on prayer and revival led by Bob Provost, president of Slavic Gospel Association. Bob 
shared that the Christians in Ukraine take very literally the New Testament Scriptures that tell us that in 
Christ we are new people. Bob shared that the churches in Ukraine have established support groups led 
by former drug addicts and alcoholics to help those who come to faith in Christ from addictive 
backgrounds in drugs and alcohol. Bob said that approximately 20% of the 400 plus pastors they work 
with in one area were formerly drug addicts. These men have now come to faith in Christ and become 
new persons in Christ. Some of this former drug addicts are now regional leaders over the churches. 
Truly the gospel of Christ has the power to transform us! 

If you are a Christian, you are not the person you once were. You are a new person in Christ. You were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. (You turned from your sin to Christ.) 

Why avoid immorality in our conduct and our speech? Paul says, “You are a new person in Christ. You 
are not the person you once were. You used to be darkness, i.e., you used to be morally depraved and 
spiritually ignorant, but now you are light in the Lord.” Christ lives within you. His life and light flows out 
of you to those around you.  So instead of joining with the disobedient in living an immoral life, shine 
your light!      Trans: How do you shine your light? How can you light up your world? How can your life 
be a testimony for God of good to those who live in darkness? 

Light up your world by living your life in a way that pleases God (5:9-10). 

Shine your light by living in a way that pleases God. Shine your light by living out the ethics of light in 
“goodness” and “righteousness” and “truth.” Shining your light causes the fruit of light to be produced 
in your life.   How do you know if you are walking as a child of light? What does it mean to live as 
children of light? What fruit will come from your life as Christ’s light shines through you? You can tell if 
you are walking as a child of light by the fruit your life produces. As you walk in fellowship with Christ, 
He will produce three qualities in your life.  

“Walk as children of light,” Paul commands, and then gives the reason in v. 9: “(for the fruit of the Spirit 
[better light (cf. NET)] is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth)” (Eph 5:9 NKJV). In other words, as 
ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳ 
the fruit of godly character. 

ILL: Corrie ten Boom tells how during hard times in the watchmaking business, when the family was in 
extreme financial need, she observed her father and a wealthy customer. The wealthy man had decided 
to purchase a costly timepiece with cash which would have met all their needs. But as her father was 
handling the cash, the customer related that he was buying the watch because Mr. ten Boom’s young 
competitor could not fix his original fine old watch. Corrie’s father asked to see it, opened it, made a 
slight adjustment, and handed it back saying, ά¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜ ƴƻǿΦ 
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Sir, I trust the young watchmaker. Someday he will be just as good as his father. Now I shall give you 
ōŀŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀǘŎƘΦέ 

Corrie watched horrified as she saw the exchange, and then observed her father open the door for the 
man and bow deeply in his old-fashioned way. She flew at her father in reproof, only to be herself 
reproved by his patient regard through his steel-rimmed glasses and his gentle question, ά/ƻǊǊƛŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ 
do you think that young watchmaker would have said when he heard that one of his good customers 
had gone to Mr. ten Boom? Do you think that the name of the Lord would be honored? As for the 
money, trust the Lord, Corrie. He owns the cattle on a thousand hills and He will take care of us.” *Corrie 
ten Boom, “Trust the Lord,” Guideposts Magazine (August 1976), 7, quoted by Hughes.] 

What about you? Are you walking with integrity in your business dealings? Are you lighting up your 
world at work? Is the testimony of Christ enhanced by your work ethic and business dealings? Or are 
you actions casting a shadow that hinders your co-workers from becoming Christians? A man shared 
with me recently that his boss is turned off to Christianity because of seeing so many who claim to be 
Christians but who are not walking with integrity in their lives. 

What fruit does God want you to display? What fruit will be displayed as you live in fellowship with God, 
doing what is pleasing to Him? The first fruit God produces in your life as you walk in obedience to Him, 
living as God’s child is “all goodness.” “All goodness” is the opposite of “all malice or ill-will” (4:31).  
Instead of holding on to bitterness and unforgiveness you forgive those who have wronged you. 

ILL: I’m reminded of Corrie ten Boom’s response to a Nazi soldier after the war. Corrie had spoken at a 
church, sharing her testimony, and after the service a man approached her. The former soldier thanked 
Corrie for her testimony and of how he’d seen God’s grace in his life. As he held out his hand, Corrie 
recognized the man as one of the guards that had been especially cruel to her and her sister in the 
concentration camp. Corrie said a quick prayer, asking God to help her demonstrate the forgiveness that 
Christ had shown her. Corrie didn’t feel like forgiving this soldier, but rather than going by her feelings, 
she responded with obedience to God’s Word. As she reached out her hand to grasp this former 
soldiers, God gave her the grace to extend forgiveness. 

You demonstrate “all goodness,” as you show interest in the welfare of others.  Pursing goodness 
implies that you are generous with your resources.  

A second fruit that will be expressed through your life as you shine your light is άǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣέ that is, 
you will display integrity in your dealings with God and people. You will do what is right in relation to 
both God and people. 

If we are pursuing right standing with God and others we will live the same on Monday morning as we 
lived on Sunday in church and people will see it. We won’t have to go around telling others, “I’m a 
Christian.” It will be obvious to them. 

Two little old ladies were walking around an overcrowed English country churchyard and came upon a 
tombstone that was inscribed, “Here lies John Smith, a politician and an honest man.”     άDƻƻŘ 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎΗέ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ άLǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ƎǊŀǾŜΗέ J  (source unknown) 

A third fruit displayed as you shine your light is άǘǊǳǘƘΦέ Your life will be characterized by integrity and 
reliability instead of falsehood and deception that used to characterize your life (cf. Eph 4:14, 25; 5:6). If 
you are hiding certain actions from your spouse or parents, if you are not being honest, it’s an indication 
you are not living in the light in that area of your life. 



4 
 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻduces only what is good and right and true.  When the light of Jesus shines 
through you, your life shines as a testimony. Christ is seen through you!  

As Christians, we are “light in the Lord.” Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “You are the light of the 
world” (Matthew. 5:14). As you walk in the fellowship with the Lord, Christian, you are a testimony with 
those in whom you come in contact. Your life shines as a testimony at work, to your neighbors, 
classmates, and to those whom you have contact. The more shining your integrity — the more shining 
your goodness, righteousness, and truth — the brighter the light. 

ILL: One Sunday, Bob Provost was attending Grace Community Church, the church John MacArthur 
pastors in southern California. After the service, as is his custom, Bob introduced himself to a guest. 
During the course of their conversation the guest asked Bob, “Can you tell me how I can be saved?” The 
man said that at work for the past twelve years he had been watching one of the men in the church, 
who happened to be an elder. Through the testimony of this Christian, this man had realized his need 
of salvation. 

Realize you are being watched at work, at school. You are being watched by those around you. Let your 
light shine. Light up your world. How can you and I shine more brightly? 

ILL: A man returning from a journey brought his wife a matchbox that would glow in the dark. After 
giving it to her she turned out the light, but the matchbox could not be seen. Both thought they had 
been cheated. Then the wife noticed some French words on the box and asked a friend to translate 
them. The inscription said: άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ Spend time 
alone with Jesus τ the Light τ in His Word and in prayer, exposing your life like photographic plates 
ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ Iƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ Iƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ƛǎ ōǳǊƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ yours. If you do this, you will 
spiritually be like Moses when he descended Sinai after being alone with God — his face shone with the 
light of God. Open your Bible and allow God’s truth to illumine your eager face with goodness and 
righteousness and truth. If you want to shine in the night, keep in the light of Christ. [Cf. Hughes.]  I find 
as well through the years that “walking with wise men” by reading their biographies, has helped me 
have a desire to live a more godly life. 

How can you keep in the light of Christ? As 1 John 1:7 tells us, “If we walk in the light as Christ Himself is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” 
(1 John 1:7 NET). We must walk in obedience to the Lord. 

TRANS: Paul further defines what it means to live as children of light in v. 10: ‘Finding out what is 
acceptable to the Lord” (Eph 5:10 NKJV).  How can you light up your world? 

Light up your world by discerning what is pleasing to the Lord (5:10).  Shine your light by living your life 
in a way that pleases God. 

Examine and evaluate the issues you face in order to determine the right course of action. Try to find 
out what pleases the Lord. Make it your goal to please the Lord in all areas of your life. Discover the will 
of God in the concrete situations you face, as you place your whole being at God’s disposal.    TRANS: 
Now Paul turns from the positive way we shine our light through godly character and actions to remind 
us: You cannot shine your light if you participate in the fruitless deeds of darkness. 

How can you light up your world? In vv. 11-14 Paul tell us: 
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Light up your world by exposing the fruitless deeds of darkness (5:11-
14a).  

Living as children of light (v 8) not only involves producing the fruit of light (v 9) but also, since light and 
darkness are incompatible, inevitably excludes participation in the fruitless deeds of darkness. [Cf. 
Lincoln, Ephesians, 329.]   In v. 11 Paul reminds us: 

Lighting up your world excludes your participation in the unfruitful works of darkness (5:11a).  Look at 
v. 11: “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose ǘƘŜƳέ (Eph 5:11 
NKJV). Paul commands usΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎέ (5:11 NKJV). Do not 
be partakers with unbelievers in their immorality. Don’t participate in the telling or listening to obscene 
stories, not watching them on TV. 

Because light and darkness are incompatible, it is completely inappropriate for us to live in the light 
(with its resulting goodness, righteousness and truth) and then to adopt the lifestyle of those who are 
still in darkness. Live as children of light (v. 8). Don’t participate in the unfruitful works of darkness. God 
warns us, “Don’t be partners with disobedient Gentiles (v. 7).”  

God does not prohibit all contact or association with unsaved people. God does prohibit us as believers 
from taking part in immorality. Paul specifically commands us in v. 11 not to participate in unbelievers’ 
evil deeds.  Instead of engaging in the sinful lifestyle of unbelievers we are to expose the unfruitful 
deeds of darkness.  

Shining your light exposes the fruitless deeds of darkness (5:11b-13 or 14a). 

Shining your light reveals evil deeds for what they are.  As you live in the light, as your life displays the 
character of Christ, you shine as a beacon to others, revealing evil deeds for what they are. As you shine 
your light, you expose the sins of unbelievers. By living a godly lifestyle you show evil to be evil. 

And as we point out to a world that God has moral standards, we can expect some reaction. The motto 
of many in our world is: “The one concept I will not tolerate is intolerance.”  We live in a society in which 
so often, there are no absolutes in the minds of many.  As Christians, God calls us to lovingly uphold His 
truth to a world that is lost in darkness and sin.  

Trans to v. 12: Paul gives a further reason why we are to not take participate in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather expose them in v. 12: “For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are 
done by them in secret” (Eph 5:12 NKJV).  The evil deeds we expose by our godly lives, belong to the 
realm of darkness. These works include the sexual vices (perhaps even perversions) mentioned in v. 3. 
Paul describes them as “the things they do in secret” (v. 12 NET). Those who commit them do not want 
their sins to be brought out into the open (cf. John 3:20). But their dark deeds are so abhorrent, Paul 
asserts, that it is shameful even to mention them, much less do them. Paul utterly disapproves of these 
sexual sins, but desires to convey their seriousness without mentioning details of the depravity. God 
wants the light of the gospel to shine through our lives and expose these deeds for what they are.  

So as you refuse to join in evil actions and display a different quality of life, you cast your illuminating 
beam into the dark recesses of the surrounding society and you will invariably show up our society’s 
immoral practices for what they are. 

Trans. to vv. 13-14: You and I, used to be darkness, but now as believers in Jesus Christ, we have 
become light in the Lord (v. 8). By our righteous lifestyle we are to show up the ‘works of darkness’ for 
what they are (v. 11). 
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In vv. 13-14 Paul explains what happens when this exposure occurs: “But all things that are exposed are 
made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who 
sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light’” (Eph 5:13-14 NKJV). 

“All things being exposed by the light are made evident” (Eph 5:13 NET). Paul says the sinfulness of the 
hidden sexual sins about which he has been speaking, are made evident as Christ’s light shines through 
us. Darkness hides the ugly realities of evil, but the light of Christ, shining through us, makes evil 
visible. Evil is then seen for what it is without any possibility of concealment. 

[By shining your light, your life becomes a testimony God can use to call those 
in darkness to repentance (5:14).] 

But the light has positive effects as well as negative ones. Notice the further explanation at the end of 
v. 13 in the NKJV: “for whatever makes manifest is light.” (5:13b). Or as the NET puts it, “for everything 
made evident is light” (14a NET). Not only does shining our light expose the sinfulness of our culture 
around us, also by shining our light, our lives become a testimony God can use to call those in darkness 
to repentance. By shining your light, your life becomes a testimony God can use to call those in 
darkness to repentance (5:14).] 

The light not only exposes; it also transforms (cf. 2 Cor. 4:6). The disclosure of people’s sins effected 
through our lives as believers, enables people around us to see the nature of their deeds. Some abandon 
the darkness of sin and respond to the light so that they become light themselves. This understanding is 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǾΦ уΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǾΦ мпΣ άά!ǿŀƪŜΣ h ǎƭŜŜǇŜǊ [or you who sleep NKJV]! Rise from the 
dead, and Christ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΗέ (Eph 5:14b NET). 

[CONCLUSION:] 

People are watching you. The testimony of your life, along with sharing the good news about Jesus 
Christ, can bring people around you to Christ!  So as you live your life for Christ, CƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴƛƴg 
through you can have a twofold effect on the prevailing darkness around you: your life can make 
visible the sin of the world and the testimony of your life can draw others to faith in Christ.  

Make sure your life lights up your world by seeking to live a life that pleases God.   

EXAMINATION: As you think about your life, is there sin that you need to confess and forsake? 
Remember God tells us that if we cover our sin it leads to ruin and destruction. But if we confess and 
forsake it there is mercy.    Let’s make sure our lives light up our world, rather than cast a shadow. Are 
you walking in purity with the Lord? Are you living a life of sacrificial love, following the example of 
Christ? 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ “Father, we thank you for your word and the reminder this morning that as light, 
you call as us live in light. You call us to light up our world by the godly character and testimony of our 
lives. Father, we realize each of us falls short of your perfection in many ways. Continue to mold and 
shape us. Father, if there are stumbling blocks that are hindering us from walking in purity help us to 
remove from our lives those people or things that are causing us to stumble.  Our spirit is willing, but we 
know, Father, our flesh is weak.    Father, help us as a body to demonstrate the purity and love and 
submission to your authority that is attractive to people, that would draw people to yourself; in the way 
we serve, in the way we lead, in the way we seek you for wisdom, because we don’t know everything 
and we need you’ll help. Father, we ask you to do this work in us. We pray this in Christ’s name. 

bƻǿ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎŀȅ ά!ƳŜƴΣέ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΥ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ L Ǝƻ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘƛŜΚ Do I have a place in God’s kingdom?” And the answer is if you 
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cannot answer that question definitively, like, “I know that I know,” the Bible says you can have that 
confidence. !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ Ih² Řƻ L ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘΚέ And the answer is very simple, “By 
yielding.” It’s by saying, “God, I know I don’t know everything. I know I don’t understand everything. I 
know I don’t have the answers that control everything, but I know that you do. So I’m going to yield that 
power to you, because I know it’s the reality. I’m just going to acknowledge it.  

Now you may think that yielding and submission is weakness. You may think, “No one is going to tell 
me what to do. I don’t need to yield. I have everything I need. You may think, “Yielding is weakness.” 
“Submission? You got to be kidding. No way!” 

What you may not realize is that you are submitting and yielding to something. You just are not honest 
about what is going on. Because on the other side of God’s authority and power, is an authority led by 
darkness. An authority opposed to God and His light, the authority of Satan.  Opposed to God’s authority 
is the attitude that says, “I will do what I want to do and no one can stop me.” It’s not the side of right. 
It’s not the side that wins. And it’s not the side that’s in your best interests, because Satan is going to be 
destroyed, and he will destroy everyone with him.   When I look at yielding to God and His light, or 
yielding to Satan and his darkness, I realize I’m going to yield either way, ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ L 
going to yieldΚέ Am I going to yield to what is right and to the Team that is going to win, the One who 
has my best interests at heart.” 

!ƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ {ƻƴΦ IŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǊƻǎŜ 
again the third day; to show His great love for the world.  And I want to invite you to have that 
relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ. And its going to be very simple, I’m going to ask you 
to come and stand right here. And as Pastor Rick and the musicians lead us in a song, I’m going to ask 
you to come and stand at this altar and pray a simple prayer. This decision to put your trust in Christ is a 
decision that hundreds have made here. And they’ve made peace with God, and they’ve found hope and 
new life.  And the prayer is simply, “God I open my heart and I invite you to come in. Be in charge of my 
life. I want to follow you.” !ƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘ DƻŘ Řƻ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ go from darkness to 
light, from death to life. And you’ll find in the cross of Jesus a sacrifice so great and a love so compelling 
that everything in your life will change. So if that’s you today, don’t hesitate. Give your life to a God who 
desperately loves you. Congregation, be praying as people are making this decision. 

Most of us in this room have made this decision to follow Christ. Most of us know this struggle, “Should I 
put my trust in Christ as my Savior or not? /ŀƴ DƻŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΚ  Can he 
help me actually be a Christian, a true follower of Christ?  And people here, say, “Yes, God can do these 
things. He did them in our lives and we are hoping and trusting and praying that you experience this 
most amazing transformation that we have been able to experience. Not because we are great people 
but because of the cross of Jesus. And I want to invite anyone here saying, “Why have I not trusted in 
Christ alone up to now?” This is an invitation to life, to eternal life; it’s an invitation to a whole new way 
of thinking and new purpose and plan. I want to invite you to put your trust in Christ. ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
ȅƻǳΚ DƻŘΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛŘŜΦ He wants to show you the width and depth of His love. 

ώtŀǎǘƻǊ wƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ wŜŦƛƴŜǊΩǎ CƛǊŜΦϐ 

Anyone else want to give their life to God? The altar is open. 

{ƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΤ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
articulate your faith in Christ.  So let me pray for you.  Father, we pray for those who have now come. 
That you would protect them by your Spirit, that you would fill them with your Spirit, and show them a 
whole new way of life; that you would show them your glory, that you would use them to win other 
people to your kingdom.    And now for you that have come I want to invite you to express your faith in 
Christ through a prayer. You can do that in this prayer. You can tell God: 
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“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. Nothing that I am or do makes me deserving of heaven. I believe 
Jesus Christ died for me and rose from the grave. Right now I trust Jesus Christ alone as my Savior. I am 
not trusting in my good life, my best efforts, my baptism, or my church membership to take me to 
heaven. I am trusting Christ alone to save me. Thank you for the forgiveness and everlasting life I now 
have. Help me to live a life from this day forward that says “thank you” for what You have just given me. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

[For you that have put your trust in Christ this morning as your Savior, God says you are a new person in 
Christ. Our desire is to help you grow as a Christian. With that goal in mind, we have a booklet, called 
“Welcome to the Family,” that we want to go through with you. ] 

If you need prayer, the altar is open for you to come and have those needs met.  We also have two 
elders available in the atrium that will be helping to pray with you. 

 


