How God Makes Sinners Saints

Eph 2:1-10 CBC 1/31/10 a.m.

Central Truth: God makes sinners saints by GRACE!

ENGAGE: What ' s s o0 ama z i n gPhilip¥Wanceytioteglesas often?alkéd aboun grate,
though he almost never used the word. Instead, he communicated grace through stories we know as
parables, especially the one about the ProdigalSon.Yancey i n his short story,
takenthelibert y of putting that story in a modern settin

A young girl grows up on a cherry orchard just above Traverse City, Michigan. Her parents, a bit old-
fashioned, tend to overreact to her nose ring, the music she listens to, and the length of her skirts. They
ground her a few times, and she seethes inside. "I hate you!" she screams at her father when he knocks
on the door of her room after an argument, and that night she acts on a plan she has mentally
rehearsed scores of times. She runs away.

She has visited Detroit only once before, on a bus trip with her church youth group to watch the Tigers
play. Because newspapers in Traverse City report in lurid detail the gangs, drugs, and violence in
downtown Detroit, she concludes that is probably the last place her parents will look for her. California,
maybe, or Florida, but not Detroit.

Her second day there she meets a man who drives the biggest car she's ever seen. He offers her a ride,
buys her lunch, arranges a place for her to stay. He gives her some pills that make her feel better than
she's ever felt before. She was right all along, she decides: Her parents were keeping her from all the
fun.

The good life continues for a month, two months, a year. The man with the big car—she calls him
"Boss"--teaches her a few things that men like. Since she's underage, men pay a premium for her. She
lives in a penthouse and orders room service whenever she wants. Occasionally she thinks about the
folks back home, but their lives now seem so boring that she can hardly believe she grew up there. She
has a brief scare when she sees her picture printed on the back of a milk carton with the headline,
"Have you seen this child?" But by now she has blond hair, and with all the makeup and body-piercing
jewelry she wears, nobody would mistake her for a child. Besides, most of her friends are runaways, and
nobody squeals in Detroit.

After a year, the first sallow signs of illness appear, and it amazes her how fast the boss turns mean.
"These days, we can't mess around," he growls, and before she knows it she's out on the street without
a penny to her name. She still turns a couple of tricks a night, but they don't pay much, and all the
money goes to support her drug habit. When winter blows in she finds herself sleeping on metal grates
outside the big department stores. "Sleeping" is the wrong word—a teenage girl at night in downtown
Detroit can never relax her guard. Dark bands circle her eyes. Her cough worsens.

One night, as she lies awake listening for footsteps, all of a sudden everything about her life looks
different. She no longer feels like a woman of the world. She feels like a little girl, lost in a cold and
frightening city. She begins to whimper. Her pockets are empty and she's hungry. She needs a fix. She
pulls her legs tight underneath her and shivers under the newspapers she's piled atop her coat.
Something jolts a synapse of memory and a single image fills her mind: of May in Traverse City, when a
million cherry trees bloom at once, with her golden retriever dashing through the rows and rows of
blossomy trees in chase of a tennis ball.

God, why did | leaveghe says to herself, and pain stabs at her heart. My dog back home eats better
than | do nowsShe's sobbing, and she knows in a flash that more than anything else in the world she
wants to go home.



Three straight phone calls, three straight connections with the answering machine. She hangs up
without leaving a message the first two times, but the third time she says, "Dad, Mom, it's me. | was
wondering about maybe coming home. I'm catching a bus up your way, and it'll get there about
midnight tomorrow. If you're not there, well, | guess I'll just stay on the bus until it hits Canada."

It takes about seven hours for a bus to make all the stops between Detroit and Traverse City, and during
that time she realizes the flaws in her plan. What if her parents are out of town and miss the message?
Shouldn't she have waited another day or so until she could talk to them? Even if they are home, they
probably wrote her off as dead long ago. She should have given them some time to overcome the shock.

Her thoughts bounce back and forth between those worries and the speech she is preparing for her
father. "Dad, I'm sorry. | know | was wrong. It's not your fault, it's all mine. Dad, can you forgive me?"
She says the words over and over, her throat tightening even as she rehearses them. She hasn't
apologized to anyone in years.

The bus has been driving with lights on since Bay City. Tiny snowflakes hit the road, and the asphalt
steams. She's forgotten how dark it gets at night out here. A deer darts across the road and the bus
swerves. Every so often, a billboard. A sign posting the mileage to Traverse City. Oh, God.

When the bus finally rolls into the station, its air brakes hissing in protest, the driver announces in a
crackly voice over the microphone, "Fifteen minutes, folks. That's all we have here." Fifteen minutes to
decide her life. She checks herself in a compact mirror, smooths her hair, and licks the lipstick off her
teeth. She looks at the tobacco stains on her fingertips and wonders if her parents will notice. If they're
there.

She walks into the terminal not knowing what to expect, and not one of the thousand scenes that have
played out in her mind prepare her for what she sees. There, in the concrete-walls-and-plastic-chairs
bus terminal in Traverse City, Michigan, stands a group of 40 family members—brothers and sisters
and great-aunts and uncles and cousins and a grandmother and great-grandmother to boot. They are all
wearing ridiculous-looking party hats and blowing noisemakers, and taped across the entire wall of
the terminal is a computer-generated banner that reads "Welcome home!"

Out of the crowd of well-wishers breaks her dad. She looks through tears and begins the memorized
speech, b5 R LUY a2NNE® L (y2é6 X b

He interrupts her. "Hush, child. We've got no time for that. No time for apologies. You'll be late for the
party. A banquet's waiting for you at home." [Cf. Philip Yancey,2 KI 4§ Q& {2 ! YI 148y 3
51; cf. also. http://www.christianitytoday.com/iyf/2000/mayjun/6.42.html accessed Jan 27, 2010.]

FOCUS: What is grace? Grace is what God has shown to each of us by making us alive with Christ! God
makes sinners saintsbygrace. That ' s what i s so amazing about
His forever family by grace.

SET THE STAGE biblically:We r et urn in today’' s ser monThdbookdfh e

Ephesians is a book of worship for who God is and what He has done for us! Through our study &
application of the truths in Ephesians the Holy Spirit can help us with more consistent living in such
areas as our speech, our sexuality, & our household relationships.

God wants us to understand and appreciate the place we, His people, have in His divine purpose. What
God has done in Christ is for our benefit. Pr e vi ous | v, DR Qe ilGRasteSiNdibble a t
for us who believe (cf. 1:19),and/ K NA & (1 Qa NXeks&is far qubbidefit (K.3: 22)zyVa live
under the pressures of a society with its rejection of Jesus Christ and His claims, a culture dominated by

a pagan lifestyle. God wants us to take heart from what He has graciously and powerfully done in His
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http://www.christianitytoday.com/iyf/2000/mayjun/6.42.html

PREVIEW: Paul defines more clearly WHO we are by inviting us to remember WHAT God has done for
us in Christ. Paul reminds us what God has saved us from; what our life was like before God saved us.
Like the rest of humanity, we were spiritually DEAD. Then Paul reminds us how God took us who were
characterized by disobedience, and made us ALIVE with Christ! God saves us BY HIS GRACE!

ANNOUNCE thepassage: S0 | et’' s |l ook at the grace God has sho\
reading to the book of Ephesians 2:1-10 [p. 1038].

To appreciate the magnificent beauty of a diamond, a jeweler may showcase it on black velvet. The

contract between the sparkling blue-white diamond and the black velvet helps to show forth in a greater

way the dazzling beauty of the diamond. In a similar way, the apostle Paul highlights the wonder of

what God has done forus INChrist. ¢ KS RIFT T fAy3 62yRSNI 2F D2RQa al f gl (
first reminding us of our past life apart from Christ. In Eph 2:1-3 we see that:

As sinners our past, li ke the rest of h umanity, was one that deserved
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What was our past as sinners like? In vv. 1-3 Paul describes the hopeless condition we were in before
trusting in Christ. Unless a person realizes his or her true condition before God they cannot be saved.

In these opening three verses of Eph 2, Paul reminds us of what our lives were like before we trusted in
Christ. Like the rest of humanity our pre-Christian past was one in which we were DEAD in trespasses
and sins. What does it mean to be dead in trespasses and sins? Paul refers to our spiritual condition.
Before salvation we were spiritually dead. We were unable to understand and appreciate spiritual
things. We possessed no spiritual life. We could do nothing of ourselves to please God.

2 K GQa 0KS Ol dzaS PZTReli&KadsalLBNAtikhd § KRPpidKKual deat

2:1). “The wages of sin dedhbdasathl | yRonmanB8: 23ppaka
physically, as the spirit separated from the body (James 2:26), but also spiritually, as the spirit

separatedfromGod( | sa. 59:2). SLIDE: “But your sinful acts
have caused Him to reject y59:QNER.MBOANKSWDE | i sten to vy

The unbeliever is not sick; he is dead! He does not need resuscitation; he needs resurrection!! ALL lost
sinners are dead, and the only difference between one sinner and another is the state of decay. The lost
homeless person living on the streets may be more decayed outwardly than the unsaved society leader,
but both are dead in sin—and one corpse cannot be more dead than another! This means that our
world is one vast graveyard, filled with people who are dead while they live (1 Tim. 5:6). [Cf. Wiersbe,
The Bible Exposition Commenteiyh 2:1.]

Paul starts off here in the first three verses of Eph 2 with an incomplete sentence that appears to

deliberately leave us in suspense as we wait for the solution to our spiritual dilemma. Literally v. 1
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TRANS: Then Paul gives further explanation of our hopeless condition, before God made us alive with

Christ. Paul says we were deeply affected by evil, determining influences. What are these three evil

influences that affect us? There are three forces that encourage people to disobey God—the world, the

devil, and the flesh. These evil influences that affected us include our environment (the ways of this

world,“Hi s wor | d’ s 2paseeamtarally powetfulhopgonem ( the ruler of the kingdom

of the air, the spirit who is now atv2bomdlen i n t hos
inner inclination towards evil (the cravings of our sinful nature, “the cravings of our flesh, indulging the
desires 0 f the flesh3.and the mind,"” v.

L e briefty consider these three evil, determining influences that deeply affected us (and for that
matter still seek to affect us, even as believers). First, Paul says our past life was characterized by living




our lives according to the course of thisworld( v. 2) . We formerly | ived acco
path. The world, or world-system, puts pressure on each person, including us as believers, to try to get
us to conform ( Ro m. 12:2). Jesus Christ was not “of this

8:23; 17:14). But the unsaved person, either consciously or unconsciously, is controlled by the values
and attitudes of this world. People conduct their lives focusing on what is seen and temporal, with no
regard to God or to the future life.

A second, evil determining influence that deeply affected us is the influence of Satan. Paul makes it

clear that demonic powers are at work in the world. Satan influences the lives of unbelievers and also

seeks to influence believers through his demonic associates (Eph. 6:11—12), and his power over the

world system (John 12:31. When Pa uflalsotghs:63,thisist o “ ch
a Semitic term that means people characterized by disobedience. Satan himself was disobedient to

God, so he wants all people to also disobey God.

TRANS: Not only were we deeply affected by the evil world-system that puts pressure on each person to
conform and by the influence of Satan and his demonic powers that are now at work in the lives of
unbelievers; a third evil influence we were (and still can be) influenced by is our own sinful inclinations
toward evil. All of us formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, indulging the desires of the
flesh and the mind (cf. v. 3). Living life according to the desires of the flesh and the mind means pursuing
our own ends; living independently of God.

What does such a life look like? SL | DE “ Now t h e arawbvioks:sexual fmmardiite, f | e s h
impurity, depravity, >?® idolatry, sorcery [or witchcraft], hostilities [i.e., acts of hatred)], strife, jealousy,

outbursts of anger, selfish rivalries, dissensions, factions, *** envying, murder, drunkenness, carousing,

and similar things. | am warning you, as | had warned you before: Those who practice such things will

not inherit the kingdom of God! ”  ( G-21INET)5BLANIOSLIDE

Living our lives in the cravings of our flesh is living in pursuit of our own ends. As we live by our flesh we

are living independently of God. Paul says our conduct was once in keeping with the desires of those

who do not have God’'s per spectihatecourdivas,ahdiwé e. Our si
carried out the desires of our sinful flesh. Even our thoughts were corrupt, and they controlled our

actions. So the flesh is the third force that encourages the unbeliever to disobey God. By the fleshPaul

does not mean the body, because of itself, the body is not sinful. The fleshrefers to that fallen nature

we were born with, that wants to control our body and mind and make us disobey God.

ILL: An evangelist once announced as his topic, 0 2 K& | A dBI2 S8 2 K lard, oflcdurse5 2 S & X ¢

many dog lovers came out to hear him. What he had to say was obvious, but too often overlooked: & !

R23 0SKIFI@Sa tA1S | R23 0Srkhodzgiobcoltd$randplbndintdthe ®g 3 Q& Yy I
the nature of the cat, his behavior would change radically. Why does a sinner behave like a sinner?

Because he has the natureofasinner,r.Davi d i n confessing his sin to Go
guilty of sin from birth, a sinhlr5 tMET)mMomenThenywi

aside from birth; liars go astray as soon as they are bor n ” (Ps 58: 3 NET). BLANK S|

This sinful nature/ Khé RBEBYI R2¢ Q! £ 96hé2f b&s il 423K
REIT/TRANS: Is it any wonder the unsaved person is disobedient to God? He is controlled by the world,

the flesh, and the devil, the three great enemies of God! And he cannot change his own nature or, of

himself, overcome the world and the devil. He needs outside help, and that help can come only from

God. [Cf. Wiersbe, Eph 2:1.]

So Paul says “We were dead.” Lwelwaeottbféellowshist of hum
with God, for we were by nature objects of wrath (v.3). Everyone without Christ is dead. Dead. DEAD!
“You wdrendgaur tr ansgr esihseisamsst, lienthd ress of hursahity way . 1)!

one that deserved God’'s wrath.



Having seen in vv. 1-3 that as sinnersourpast,| i ke t he rest of humanity, was
wrath, Paul turns in vv. 4-7 to show us how God makes sinners saints. How does God make us who are
sinners, saints?

God makes sinners saints by completely reversing our condition in sin

(Eph 2:4-7).

n vv. 4-7 Paul joyfully proclaims the wonderful change God brought about in our lives. Notice how Paul

emphasizes how gracious and merciful God has been to us. Look at what God has done to make us

aliveinw.4-7.* But God, who is rich in mercy, bBeweduse of
when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

6 and raised usup together, and made ussit together in the heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, 7 that in the

ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindnesstoward us i n Chri st
(Eph 2:4-7 NKJV).

What prompted God to act so freely and mercifully on our behalf? God acted on our behalf simply
because of His own gracious and merciful character. You and | did nothing to merit salvation. We
coul dn’ t! \Weurtmespasses and gna We were subject to the entanglements of the world,
the devil, and the flesh, and thus we were destined for divine judgment! God delivered us from death,
wrath, and slavery!

Previouslywe wer e t he obj butGoghadmmércy GhasdPausdeseribeaGodinv. 4 as
beingrichinmercyy God’ s mercy to us is an expression of His
God is not obligated to show us mercy, but how often He has and does!

We were DEAD, but God has made us ALIVE with Christ. Since God has brought us to life with Christ, our
new life is a sharing in the new life Christ received when He rose from the dead. The rescue act by
which we are made alive implies the forgiveness of sins and having been freed from the world, the
devil and our sinful flesh. We no longer have to serve sin. Sin is no longer our master (cf. Rom 6).

We were in bondage to evil powers, but now Godhas seated us with Christ in the heavenly realms. A
completely new situation has arisen because God took every necessary step to reverse our condition
in sin.

Paul joyfully summarizes at the end of v. 5, what he expands upon further in v. 8, namely WE ARE

{195 ., Dhvha God ixsalreAd9 dbne in making us alive together with Christ, raising us

up with Him, and makingussitwi t h Him in the heavenly places, i s
Grace is the FAVOR God shows in His relations with us who are sinful human beings (cf. Rom 3:21-26;

4:4; 5:15, etc.). Jesus work, especially His death, showed us the extent 0 f God’s grace to us
3:24; 5:2; Eph 1:6-7). Grace is the basis of the whole work of salvation.

APPL: If you are feeling discouraged today; if you are feeling hopeless; if perhaps you are not feeling
very loved , REMEMBER WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR YOU! Formerly, we were spiritually dead, but God
has made us spiritually alive! God lavished His mercy upon us, making us alive with Christ. And God did
this because of His GREAT LOVE with which He LOVED us. Throughout these first three chapters of
Ephesians the apostle Paul wants us to know how much God loves us and how gracious God has been
to us, and the magnificent calling God has called us to!

And if you are here today feeling discouraged because you find there are times when sin rules your

fATS NI GKSN (KI Yy TheRdm@ubwef thalrdibdd Ehist fioin fhésdeall £5d sdhiedH

Christ in the heavenlies, is at work IN YOU! You were dead but God has made you alive WITH CHRIST!

God did not give us spiritual life, to abandon us now in our journey throughlife. [ SG Qa4 NBYSYo6SNJI &
we are in Christ.




I f you are a Christian, you have experienced God’
power in the believer in 1:19-20: [SLIDE] “* Wh iathe incomparable greatness of His power toward us

who believe, as displayed in the exercise of His immense strength. *?° This power He exercised in Christ

when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenlyr e al ms” -( Eph 1
20 NET). BLANK SLIDE

Humanity is divided into two groups: those who are resurrected, and those who are dead. Self-help will

not save those who are “dead in *their+ transgres
orshemust be “made .. aliveedwith Christ.” *Cf. Hughes
When we were dead in our sins, we were depraved i

life now touches every area. A change has taken place in our lives.

ILL: The archives of the Billy Graham Center contain a letter which the soon-to-be-great evangelist
Charles Fuller wrote to his wife the night of his conversion, July 16, 1916. Charles Fuller wrote: There
has been a complete change in my life. Sunday | went up to Los Angeles and heard Paul Rader preach. |
never heard such a sermon in all my life. Ephesians 1:18. Now my whole life and aims and ambitions are
changed. | feel now that | want to serve God if he can use me instead of making the goal of life the
making of money.” Charles Fuller experienced a spiritual resurrection that warm July night, and the
change was so radical that he became a mighty instrument of God. [Cf. Hughes, 69.]

Trans to v. 6: God wants us to know that what He did for Christ in raising Him from the dead, He did at

the same time for us. We have been raised and seated with Christ. Note Eph 1:6,“ * He + usum i s e d
together, and made ussit together in the heavenlyplaces n Chri st Jesus” (Eph 1: 6
up with Christ and seated us in the heavenly realms with Christ Jesus.

As Christians we enjoy a new sort of life hereandnow.2 S I NB y2¢ OAGAT Sya 27F [/ KNAR
awaiting His return. Not only d&dS wd amRa ratKil dNiBp atye /iK
exaltation and consequent victory over evil spiritual powers. One of the implications Paul is making is
that we no longer live under the authority and oppression of Satan, the ruler of the kingdom of the air.

***The power of God is now available to us as we live our lives! (Cf. Eph 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15.) The power

of God is now available to enable us to be able to take our stand against the schemes of the devil (Eph

6:10-18).

TRANStov.7:2 Kl G 61 & D2RQ& LJJzNArdg én s asksigners, dndrdisingaindy’ 3 | A &4 Y
exalting us in Christ? Paul says God lavished His mercy on us so we would serve as a demonstration of

God’ s extraordi natogkaty.r7:d ¢ édh aft o i na It IhHe enighéesteom thét Yo € 0 me
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” ( Ep h  Didyburddlige] V) .
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grace for all eternity. God acted to save us so that we might serve to display the surpassing wealth of His

grace for all eternity! We were God’' s enemies,

kindness, saved us. We are now in Christ Jesus, and God views us as He views His beloved Son!

REIT/TRANS:Paul ' s tvhou ghhdas iqqgone f ul | circle. Paul began

and | ove as the moti vat i adn Paulohendréwodr’atentiontoithe i at i ve i

mighty rescue that arose out of Gods gracious action (v.5), and now he concludes by declaring that

God’s |l avishing His mercy on rebels is to serve a

What God has done for us in Christ is a reality, but only in the coming ages will it be fully seen for
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ourselves to the One to whom we owe our salvation.* Cf . O Brien, 173. +

TRANS: Paul summar i 2z9arsl themhemihds usl@& duspurgose in d. 10i How deey . 8

God make us who are sinners saints? In vv. 8-10 we are reminded:



God makes sinners saints based on his amazingly rich grace (Eph 2:8-

10).
Salvation is a gift from God, given to us by grace through faith, not based on any human effort (Eph 2:8-
9). We receive God’'s gracious offer of salvation

Salvation is not received on the grounds of legal works we do but through faith (cf. Gal 2:16; cf. Phil 3:9).
God’' s rescue of uodbonflaged ALL ofl geacet Itingithenorigmatekin nords effected
by us. Instead, it is Gods own gift. Noticew.8-9:* For by grace you have been s
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyoneshoul d b oas t9NKI{).Eph 2: 8

Our salvation is the gift of God. The whole experience of salvation, including the faith to believe, is a gift

from God. While God holds a person guilty if they do not come to Christ (cf. John 5:40), none of us

woulddrawnearto Go d , unl ess God in His grace drew us to
to me so that you may have life .. ... Everyone whom the Father gives me will come to me, and the one

who comes to me | will never send away. . .. No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me

draws him, and | will raise him up at the last day. . .. No one can come to me unless the Father has

all owed him to come” (John 5:40; 6:37, 65 NET). B

Salvation is a gift, notrlhstewacdus&at hatwonkcahn
already been completed on the cross. This is the work that God does for us, and it is a finished work

(John 17:14; 19:30). We can add nothing to it (Heb. 10:1-14); we dare take nothing from it. When Jesus

died, the veil of the temple was torn in two, from the top to the bottom, signifying that the way to God

was now open. There is no more need for earthly sacrifices. One sacrifice—the Lamb of God—has

finished the great work of salvation. God did it all, and He did it by His grace. [Cf. Wiersbe, Eph 2:1-10.]

Paul in v. 9 stresses that salvation is by grace alone through faith, not by works, so that no one can
boast.If salvation is not because of human initiative (v.8), then neither is it a reward for good deeds.
And since there is no room for human merit, there can be no grounds for human boasting.

TRANS to v. 10: While we are saved by grace through faith and not by works, God does save us to live a

life of good works. Inv. 10 Paul gives us a further reason why our salvation is not based on what we

have done. Rather good works are the fruit of salvation. Noticev.10:“* For we ar e Hi s wor k|
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
(Eph 2:10 NKJV). Before the devil began to control our walk in sin and among sinful people, God had

already planned good works for us to do. [Cf. NET note.] Through our union with Jesus Christ, God

created us for good worKks. God’ s ihaspreparddioounito i s f or
do.

Paul’'s point is that God’s intention in making us
Him rather than for ourselves. Let's live a I|life
for us to do.

Good works are Gods design for us. “Good works” h

us with the purpose that our lifestyle would ultimately reflect His own character and action. [Cf. Eph
4:17-6:20.]

[Conclusion |

Although we were DEADGodhl & YI RS dz& ! [L+9H !'yR AGQ&a Fff 3INFOS
ANF OS FYR YSNDeé&s D2RQa 3ANBI G t266d byRals&yRESAAD
salvation is all from God there’s nothing in it w



So we need to realize we are not better than a neighbor or co-worker, or anyone else. Instead we need
to continue to pray for those who have not yet come to faith, and we present the Gospel as we have the
opportunity to do so because what God has done for us, He may do for others.

Here in Eph 2:1-10 Paul has burst forth in praise for the salvation God has provided for us. The book of
9LIKSaAlya Aa | 0221 2F 62NBEKAL LGQa G2 G4KS LN} A&
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[Yancey concludes his article:]Wh at *' s so amazing about God’s grace?
sets our faith apart from every other religion on the planet. Other faiths require you to do something to

"get right with God." Mess up much, and you're toast.

Christianity is the only religion that offers "rightness with God" free of charge, with no strings attached:
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—notbywor ks ... -9). (Eph 2:8

Heaven for free? That goes against our human nature, because we usually think we have to earnstuff.
But that's not God's way. We can't earn our ticket to heaven. It's a gift.

We are accustomed to finding a catch in every promise, but in Jesus' stories of extravagant grace there is
no catch, no loophole disqualifying us from God's love. Each has at its core an ending too good to be
true—or, so good it must be true.

Jesus did not give the parables to teach us how to live. He gave them, | believe, to correct our notions
about who God is and who God loves.

Ask people what they must do to get to heaven and most reply, "Be good." Jesus' stories contradict that

answer. All we must do is cry, "Help!" God welcomes home anyone who will have Him and, in fact, has

made the first move already. That's what's so amazing about grace. [Cf. Yancy.]
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that your best will never get you to heaven? All of us are DEAD in our sins. We cannot save ourselves!

Will you trust Christ alone for your salvation? T
saved” (Acts 16:31). | ' m going to | etaegkpredssso i n a pr
God that you are trusting in Christ. Please understand that saying a prayer has never saved anyone.

Prayer is only the means by which you tell God that you are trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior.

Sal vation pr ay eratlaniaBienarrNotiing tthat | anh or do makew metdéserving of

heaven. | believe Jesus Christ died for me and rose from the grave. Right now | trust Jesus Christ alone as

my Savior. | am not trusting in my good life, my best efforts, my baptism, or my church membership to

take me to heaven. | am trusting Christ alone to save me. Thank you for the forgiveness and everlasting

life | now have. Help me to |live a |Iife from this
gi ven me. | mehesSus'’ name. A



