
Overcoming Prejudices in the Church (Part 1) 

Eph 2:11-22 CBC 2/21/10 a.m. 

ENGAGE:  When Julius Caesar invaded the south coast of Britain in 55 BC, he met resistance from 
warring Celtic tribes. But a century later, Roman control had extended all the way north into what is 
now Scotland.    The conquest took 30,000 Celtic lives, but the Roman victory was short-lived. Surviving 
clansmen soon began a fierce guerrilla campaign against their occupiers. So in AD 122, Emperor Hadrian 
ordered a wall constructed to separate the Romans from the barbarians to the north. Hadrian’s Wall 
stands to this day.    In Jesus’ day, a barrier stronger than Hadrian’s Wall stood between God’s people 
and the Gentiles who were outside their spiritual community. It was the barrier of ethnic prejudice. 
God’s design was to bless all the families of the earth through Abraham (Ge 12:1, 2, 3; Is 51:2). But 
instead of being a witness to the nations, Israel nurtured prejudice against the Gentiles. In the first 
century, Jewish believers were reluctant to accept their Gentile brothers. 

Unfortunately, even as Christians we have had a long history of ethnic prejudice. Prejudice and racism 
remain with us today, even in the church. When we show attitudes of prejudice or racism we do damage 
to our witness of Christ’s love for all people. Jesus laid down His life to redeem people from every tribe 
and nation. We must not only accept those different from us, we must love them as our brothers and 
sisters in Christ (Gal. 3:28-29; Rev. 5:9). [Cf. Dennis Fisher, Daily Bread, Sept 29, 2006.] 

Political, racial, social, and economic prejudices abound in the world. These prejudices must not exist 
within the church.  

FOCUS:  In these next two sermons we are going to see that understanding how merciful and gracious 
God has been in making us as Gentiles part of Christ’s body encourages us to be merciful and gracious 
to others. 

SET THE STAGE biblically [cf. R. Allen, DTS class notes]:  As Paul writes the book of Ephesians during his 
first Roman imprisonment in approximately 60 A.D. he writes to the believers in Ephesus and churches 
roundabout.  [SLIDE: Epistle to the Ephesians    Written by Paul;  Written from Rome; Approximately A.D. 
60; To believers in Ephesus and neighboring churches   BLANK SLIDE] 

In the book of Ephesians Paul emphasizes the truth of THE BODY of Christ. The heart of Ephesians is 
the mystery of unity. Jewish believers in Jesus and we, as Gentile believers in Jesus, form a new entity, 
which we call the church, the body of Christ. The church is a grand new entity in the purpose of God. 
The church is one body made up of Jewish believers and Gentile believers. 

PREVIEW:  Now to appreciate more fully our present position in Christ as equal members in Christ’s 
body with Jewish believers we need to understand the great divide between Jews and Gentiles in the 
first century in the beginning of the church. This will help us understand how merciful and gracious God 
has been in making us as Gentile believers, part of His forever family. 

So in today’s sermon we’re going to first review how many Gentiles in the apostle Paul’s day came to 
faith in Christ and their relationship to Judaism. Then to help us see the contrast between us as Gentiles 
with the Jewish nation we’ll look at four distinctions that God gave to the nation of Israel in the OT. 

To further see this great divide between Jews and Gentiles we’ll then be reminded of our former 
unprivileged condition. And finally we’ll be reminded that we, who have experienced God’s grace, 
should demonstrate that grace to those around us. 

ANNOUNCE the passage:  For our Scripture reading this morning turn with me in your Bibles to Eph 
2:11-13, 19-22. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Ge%2012.1
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Ge%2012.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Ge%2012.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Is%2051.2
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Gal.%203.28-29
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nasb/Rev.%205.9
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To appreciate what God has done for us in Christ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÒÅÖÉÅ× the 
background of the Roman world in which Paul ministered.  
The book of Ephesians tells us that as Gentile believers in Jesus we are fellow heirs, fellow members, 
fellow sharers. This is something that is just overwhelmingly wonderful and the book of Ephesians is 
the book in the NT that tells us this better than any other. 

Our understanding of the book of Ephesians and in particular Eph 2:11-22, which we will consider in 
these next two sermons, is enhanced as we understand the background of the Roman world in which 
Paul ministered. [Cf. R. Allen, DTS class notes for this background of the Roman world.] There were 
extensive Jewish settlements in the Roman Empire. Luke notes that on the day of Pentecost when the 
church was born “there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven residing in Jerusalem” (cf. 
Acts 2:5 NET). 

In those cities where there were Jewish synagogues there were Christian churches within 60 years after 
the death of Paul (as well as churches in India and North Africa). Now the concept of God-fearers is the 
reason for this spread of the gospel. [SLIDE:  “God-fearers.” Blank SLIDE] Wherever Jewish people had 
established Jewish communities they touched the people around them. The non-Jews who came to the 
Jewish faith and became practicing Jews were known as proselytes. Non-Jewish male proselytes would 
be circumcised. But the larger number of the non-Jewish people who came to faith in God (before 
Christ’s death) felt they couldn’t become Jews. These non-Jews who came to faith were known as “God-
fearers.” 

The number of these Gentiles who were tired of the Roman gods who became God-fears was amazing. If 
there was a synagogue of 50 there might be a thousand God-fearers. Now these God-fearers were 
considered “second-class citizens.” They could not come to the temple to worship. These were people 
who, if they came to the synagogue had to stand outside, or sometimes they made a railing, or 
sometimes they’d go to a balcony and they’d look down on the Jewish synagogue. The “God-fearers” 
were not a part of the community, much like the slaves were treated here in America in the south in 
the 19th century. 

People from all ranks of Roman society became God-fearers. So God-fearers were Gentiles who 
worshiped the God of Israel and in many cases kept the Mosaic law, but did not take the final step of 
circumcision necessary to become a proselyte to Judaism [Cf. NET notes on Acts 10:1.]  Now when Paul 
and his missionary team, along with others came preaching the good news of Jesus Christ, and 
proclaiming that you didn’t have to become a Jew to be made right with God, people were overjoyed. 
When believers came with the gospel of Christ, Gentiles were overjoyed they could become Christians 
without becoming a Jew. These God-fearers who came to faith in Christ came from all walks of society. 
The growth of the church was through God-fearers. 

[SLIDE:  How God Spread His Word 

¶ Sent Jews abroad 

¶ Provided a common language 

¶ Provided a common government 

¶ Provided Roman roads  [Blank Slide] 

 So in preparation for the good news about Jesus Christ God sent Jews abroad. God provided a common 
language for the people. God also used the Jews who had led people to faith in God.  

Now Paul, set apart by God as an apostle to the Gentiles, would go into a synagogue, because that’s the 
natural point of contact, as a Jew, who believes in the Hebrew Messiah, Yeshua. Some of the Jewish 
people would come to faith, but Paul wouldn’t be there long before other Jews would kick him out of 
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the synagogue, and also root out those Jews who believed in Jesus.    Now all the time Paul’s preaching 
in the synagogue he’s networking with the God-fearers. Paul would live in the home of a patron, 
someone who desired the work of the gospel to go forth in that community. Then often the home of 
this patron would become a house church, where a group of believers would meet regularly together to 
support and encourage one another in their Christian walk and to be instructed in God’s Word. 

REIT/TRANS: So to appreciate more fully the privileged position we possess in Christ it’s helpful to 
understand a Gentiles position; how they were, in general, outside God’s place of blessing, prior to 
Christ’s establishing of the church.  

To appreciate what God has done for us in Christ under stand the great 
divide between Jews and Gentiles in the first century.  
As God prepared to bring His people, Israel, 1500 years before back to Canaan from Egypt one of His 
goals was to keep His people from becoming Canaanites. God gave Israel restrictions in their lives not 
to make life hard, but to make life holy. [Cf. Allen, DTS class notes on these distinctions.] [SLIDE:  Holy 
Qadosh  Blank SLIDE]   To be holy means to be distinct; it means to be separate. And God had to make 
people who were not distinguishable, distinguishable. And he could have said, “Alright, I’ll paint you 
with yellow polka dots or with purple stripes. That will help you stand out. Instead he said, “You’re going 
to circumcise your male babies.”  *Slide title:   Jewish Distinctions    Circumcision   Blank Slide] 

Now others of Israel’s neighbors, not all of them, certainly not the Philistines, but others of their 
neighbors did practice circumcision, but no one circumcised babies, in ancient times, there was no rite 
of circumcision of babies. The first Jewish distinction I want you to understand is circumcision. The law 
of circumcision (on male infants) helped to make the nation of Israel distinct from the nations around it. 

A second way God helped Israel to be distinct was with dietary restrictions.  [Slide title:   Jewish 
Distinctions   Circumcision  Dietary restrictions Blank Slide]  The dietary restrictions God gave the nation 
of Israel are in Leviticus 11. Now it was not because some foods are healthier than others that God 
brought about these restrictions. Although we can look back and say, “Isn’t it gracious of God that some 
of the foods he excluded from their usage may, in some cases, be disease-bearing.” But that isn’t the 
point. In Leviticus 11 where the laws are given; Leviticus does not mention health once. It doesn’t say, 
“Eat this way and you will not get sick. You disregard my laws and you’re going to get sick and die early 
of all manner of disease.” It never says that. 

What Leviticus 11 says so very, very strongly is, “Eat this way and avoid other things so that you will 
be different from all the people around you, so that you will be holy.” The Hebrew word qadosh means 
principally that which is separate, distinct, different. 

And what God did to the Hebrews who looked like their near neighbors was to make them feel different 
and make them dress differently, make them eat differently, make them work differently. And then give 
them the rite of circumcision; to make them different from their neighbors. So that’s what these 
distinctions are about. So the prohibitions of pork and shellfish are designed to keep them different 
from their neighbors.    In the NT Jesus taught His disciples, [SLIDE: “‘Don’t you understand that 
whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him? 7:19 For it does not enter his heart but his 
stomach, and then goes out into the sewer.’ (This means all foods are clean)” (Mark 7:18-19a NET). 
BLANK SLIDE  Mark adds the parenthetical comment that all foods are clean. The new dispensation we 
are under was emphasized to Peter as well in Acts 10:14-15 when the Lord shows him these OT dietary 
restrictions have been done away in Christ.  In 1 Tim 4:4 we read *SLIDE:+: “For every creation of God is 
good and no food is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving” (1 Tim 4:4 NET). BLANK SLIDE         
Now there is a verse in Deuteronomy that says, SLIDE: “You are a people holy to the Lord your God. Do 
not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk” (Deut 14:21 NET).  BLANK SLIDE   Three times in the Torah 
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(the first five books of the OT God repeats this command to not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.  
[SLIDE of young goat  Blank SLIDE]     The Canaanites did this as a particularly horrible sacrifice. We 
would view that as being very, very cruel. They would take the first young goat borne to its mother 
and boil it alive in its mother’s milk as a sacrifice to win Baal’s favor. 

And the Bible says to Israel, “Do not do that. That is wretched.” Whereas when God calls for animal 
sacrifice (the killing of an animal in sacrifice is bad enough but) do it God’s way, which is the most 
humane way possible in the conditions of the time. So the ways in which animals were killed were 
principally by cutting the carotid artery or by strangulation. And by cutting the carotid artery in one 
sharp cut, blood drains from the brain very, very quickly and the animal is dead very, very quickly. It’s 
the most humane manner possible. The Canaanites used killing of animals in a grotesque manner. The 
Hebrews learned to do it in the most humane manner possible. So they were different. 

Now here’s what rabbis did. They came to the verse, “you’re not to boil a young goat in its mother’s 
milk,” and they didn’t understand that. So they thought it meant you’re not to eat dairy products and 
meat products in the same meal. And the dairy/meat issue has become as important in Israel as the 
pork/shellfish is. So to this very day, Jewish people who are practicing their faith, their religion, they 
distinguish dairy and meat as strongly as they distinguish among meats and among foods that the Bible 
describes.    

So God gave distinctions to his people.  He gave them circumcision; dietary restrictions; and a third 
restriction was the Sabbath. [SLIDE:  Jewish Distinctions:  Circumcision; Dietary restrictions; Sabbath  
BLANK SLIDE] The concept of the Sabbath was the idea of having the seventh day off completely for rest. 
The Hebrew word Shabbat means to rest.  SLIDE:  Sabbath = Rest … BLANK SLIDE    Sabbath means an 
absence of work.   And we look at the commandment, which is given first in Exodus 20, the Ten 
Commandments.  SLIDE:  “Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart as holy” (Exod 20:8 NET). BLANK 
SLIDE     God commanded the nation of Israel that they were to keep the seventh day distinct, different, 
separate from every other day of the week. There are workdays – that’s one kind of day – and then 
there’s rest day. That’s another kind of day. Shabbat is rest day – that’s what makes it different. It’s holy, 
it’s qadosh. Look at what God says:  SLIDE:  “Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart as holy. 20:9 For 
six days you may labor and do all your work, 20:10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God” 
(Exod 20:8-10a NET). BLANK SLIDE 

The Sabbath wasn’t an invention by Moses, it’s not something made up by man, but it’s the revelation of 
God. The seventh day was a Sabbath to the Lord your God, Moses tells Israel. SLIDE:  “On *the Sabbath+ 
you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, or your male servant, or your female 
servant, or your cattle, or the resident foreigner who is in your gates. 20:11 For in six days the Lord made 
the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that is in them, and he rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy” (Exod 20:8-11 NET).” BLANK SLIDE 
The man and the woman, neither of them is to do work on Sabbath, nor were the Israelites sons or 
daughters to work, nor were their servants, male or female, to work, nor were their animals to work, 
nor any alien, stranger who’s in your gates – that is, those who were guests in their home. So the people 
of Israel couldn’t get around this by having a visitor do the work for them. 

Sabbath means rest, not to work. And it’s so clear and yet Christians don’t understand this at all. And 
the reason we don’t understand it is because in the reformation period, one large sector of the 
Protestant faith decided that Sunday is the Christian Sabbath. And that Sunday is a day of worship – 
that’s correct – but they called it the Christian Sabbath and they transformed something from Israel to 
the church that was never to be a part of the church. In my view, this was given to Israel distinctively 
it’s part of their distinctions from their neighbors. *Cf. R. Allen, DTS class notes.] 
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To the primarily Gentile believers, who were experiencing conflicts with Jewish believers who still 
believed they were to keep the Sabbath the apostle Paul writes: SLIDE:  “One person regards one day 
holier than other days, and another regards them all alike. Each must be fully convinced in his own 
mind” (Rom 14:5 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

So Israel was told, “You are to live your lives with a calendar that’s different from the neighbor’s round 
about you.” You work six days – you work Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, but 
you don’t work Saturday. You stop Friday around noon probably because you’re going to be getting 
ready for Friday evening. Because in Hebrew culture, the day begins at dusk.    So Saturday doesn’t start 
Saturday morning, Saturday starts Friday at dusk. And Saturday ends Saturday at dusk. So it’s a 24-hour 
period. The rabbis said, “We will label Shabbat as beginning when a rabbi stands on a rooftop and he 
holds a white thread and a black thread. And at the point that he can no longer distinguish the color, 
then Shabbat begins.”  SLIDE (black thread and white thread)   Blank Slide] 

Now what does Shabbat mean? Rest. And what does that mean? Don’t work. That’s what it means. The 
idea was that that one day of the week would be like a taste of heaven. You’re not working, you’re not 
struggling, you’re not striving. But you can eat wonderful food that’s been prepared already and you can 
eat it slowly because you’re not rushing off to something. There’s not a youth meeting afterwards, 
there’s not a business meeting late at night, there’s not meeting some people for a discussion about 
something at the plant. So you eat slowly and you enjoy the meal and then you go to bed early. After 
all, this was before electric lights. The little lamps they had didn’t put out that much light so they didn’t 
stay up very late. 

And then the next day, you sleep in. And when you get up, you eat food that’s been prepared ahead of 
time. And you don’t wash the dishes – they pile up. You take care of those later. And you talk and you 
laugh and you enjoy your family.  [SLIDE: (father and young daughter…)  Blank SLIDE+ And you think how 
wonderful it is to be Jewish, to be Hebrew, because here you have a day in the week in which you don’t 
do anything. You just enjoy being off. 

And then at the end of Saturday when there is now dusk, and it’s Sunday – well it’s Saturday night – 
then it’s a great thing to go for a walk. And you go for a walk and you just enjoy being alive. And you 
know that early Sunday morning, you’ll be rising to do the tasks that are part of your workweek. Now 
that’s what the idea’s about. 

But what Jewish people have done is to add to this as they added to the laws about diet. And so 
they’ve added law to law and restriction to restriction so it takes a great deal of knowledge for a modern 
Jewish person as observant to know what not to do. So how far can you walk on Shabbat before you’re 
working? Well they made it up – the Sabbath day’s journey. There’s not a Bible passage. They took a 
verse that talks about how extensive the city of Levite should be and without any authority whatever, 
they said, “That’s how far we can walk on a Sabbath without breaking the Sabbath.” 

Now because Jerusalem and other Hebrew towns are very, very hilly, they had no idea that climbing or 
descending was work, but distance was. Lighting a fire was considered work. So today in Jerusalem, if 
you go to a hotel and you arrive some time on Saturday, you cannot press the button for floor 9. 
Because pressing the button for floor 9 is work.  [SLIDE: (elevator indicator light)   Blank Slide] 

But you can climb the steps – nine flights of steps. Now figure that out. Which is burning more calories? 
This one or climbing nine flights of steps? That’s not the Bible, that’s the additions of man. 

So in the early days, there were no hotels that were over three stories high, because they learned that 
people didn’t want to climb higher than that. Then a wonderful inventor developed a Sabbath elevator. 
This is computer driven and the begging of dusk on Friday and extending to dusk on Saturday, it 
operates continually opening its doors and closing them and stopping at every floor. So you can get on 
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the elevator now without pressing the button and you can go up to the 9th floor. But if you come in the 
day when the Shabbat elevator isn’t working, you do not get on the regular elevator and press the 
button. You wait and see if there’s a Baptist tour group leader around to push it for you, or you take the 
stairs. Isn’t that something? That’s not Bible, that’s people, and it’s really perversion. 

A practicing Jewish family today may have what’s known as a Shabbat goy.  [SLIDE  (young boy in front 
of door)  Blank SLIDE]  A non-Jewish boy who can come in and turn off or on the light switches as 
needed, since the rabbis said that’s the equivalent of building a flame. So Saturday mornings, the non-
Jewish boy might go over early to the practicing Jew home, take out a key, open their front door and 
look at the note left for him. Then he might have to turn on the kitchen lights, sometimes the living 
room lights. And whatever else needed to be done. Then perhaps near the door there might be a little 
table, where the boy could take a package of cookies that the Jewish mother had made along with some 
money left for him. Not a bad deal for the goyim boy! 

Now when God established the Sabbath for the nation of Israel this isn’t what God meant, but it’s still 
done to this very day by your Jewish neighbors if they’re observant. It made them feel different from 
everyone else and it made everyone else view them as different from themselves. And the point is, it 
worked. 

Reiteration/Summary: So to appreciate more fully Eph 2:11-22 that we will consider in these next two 
sermons we need to understand the great divide between Jews and Gentiles in the first century in the 
beginning of the church. As God prepared to bring His people, Israel, back to Canaan from Egypt one of 
His goals was to keep His people from becoming Canaanites. 

 [Slide title: Jewish Distinctions:  Circumcision;  Dietary restrictions;   Sabbath;   Clothing  Blank SLIDE] 
Clothing distinctions included not mixing different materials together. 

The reason God had Israel do all these things was so that the Hebrew people would view themselves 
and be viewed by others as distinct from all the peoples of the earth. But what God says through Paul 
in Ephesians is the distinctions between Jews and Gentiles are now over [in God’s sight].    That’s what 
Ephesians is about. And you don’t have to keep the dietary rules and the distinctions that have been in 
place for 1500 years at the time Ephesians was written. 

In Eph 2:11-22 Paul says that we Gentiles who were formerly separated from God HAVE NOW BEEN 
BROUGHT NEAR through Christ’s death.  The distinctions God made in Old Testament times that kept 
us as Gentiles separated from Jews have now come to an end in the mystery, the church, the body of 
Christ. And it’s all because of God’s incredible grace to us!     Trans: Now with this extended background 
look with me at how Paul helps us as Gentile believers appreciate the privileged position we possess in 
Christ by highlighting our former unprivileged condition. 

Recognize the pri vileged status we now enjoy as Gentile believers by 
reviewing ou r former underprivileged status (Eph 2:11-13).  
There is a great difference between the former underprivileged position and the present privileged 
status for us as Gentile believers.  Paul uses five phrases to describe our former underprivileged status. 
What was life like before we trusted in Christ and became part of His forever family? 

Before God extended His gracious gift of salvation to us we were without Christ (Eph 2:11-12a). Paul 
says remember that you were at that time without Israel’s ancient Messianic expectation.  Look at Eph 
2:11-12a: “Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by 
what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— 12 that at that time you were without 
Christ” (Eph 2:11-12a NKJV). Christ, Christos, speaks of Jesus as God’s Anointed One, the Messiah, who 
was promised to come and who will one day come again and rule and reign over all the world. Formerly 
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we were without Christ.       Second, before God extended His gracious gift of salvation to us we were 
OUTSIDERS (aliens, that is alienated) from the commonwealth [i.e., citizenship] of Israel (cf. Eph 2:12b). 

Third, we were strangers from the covenants of promise (cf. Eph 2:12b). The series of covenants God 
gave through Abraham, Moses and David.   Fourth, Paul describes us as having no hope. We were 
without the true hope of a future beyond this life.    Fifth, we were without God in the world (cf. Eph 
2:12c). 

So to appreciate the richness of our reconciled life, Paul reminds us of our former unprivileged 
condition. Paul says to these Gentile believers, “Remember how you were treated in your unbelieving 
state by the Jews. You were treated as outsiders by the privileged Jews. Lack of harmony expressed 
itself in various words and ways in your relationship with the Jews. You were without Christ, with out a 
place in God-chosen Israel. You lacked the covenants given by God. You were hopeless and without the 
true God. ” *Cf. Sujaya James, “An Exegetical Look at Ephesians 2:11-22,” p. 18, VOICE, Nov/Dec 2009.] 

Rejoice that in Christ, we as Gentiles have now been brought into a new 
community where everyone has equal standing (Eph 2:13).  
We, as Gentile believers, now enjoy equal status with Jewish believers because of Christ’s sacrificial 
death on the cross. Notice Eph 2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ” (Eph 2:13 NKJV). 

We now enjoy a privileged position as part of Christ’s body, the church, because of Christ’s sacrificial 
death on the cross. Now we, as Gentile believers, with Jewish believers, form one new community in 
which God dwells. We are no longer outsiders but fellow citizens with Jewish believers. 

[CONCLUSION] 
There are only two groups of people on earth. That is the Jew and the Gentile. That is everybody. In 
other words, God loves them all. Any kind of prejudice, any kind of ethnic prejudice or whatever we 
have is something strictly of the flesh and of hell itself. It is not from God.  

We enjoy this equal status with Jewish believers all because of God’s mercy and grace! We, of all people, 
should be those who show God’s mercy and grace and love to those around us. Think of how merciful 
God has been to you!  

The more we see how incredibly merciful God has been to us—and He has, taking us who were 
separated from Him, without hope and without God, and making us part of His forever family—the 
more we realize God’s incredible mercy and  grace to us, the more we should be merciful and gracious 
to those around us. 

ILL [cf. Philip Yancey, ²ƘŀǘΩǎ {ƻ !ƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DǊŀŎŜΣ 281-82]: In his book, "What's So Amazing About 
Grace" Phillip Yancey tells this moving story about the primacy of grace. Bill Moyers documentary film 
on the hymn "Amazing Grace" includes a scene filmed in Wembley Stadium in London. Various musical 
groups, mostly rock bands, had gathered together in celebration for the changes in South Africa, and for 
some reason the promoters scheduled an opera singer, Jessye Norman, as the closing act. 

The film cuts back and forth between scenes of the unruly crowd in the stadium and Jessye Norman 
being interviewed. For 12 hours groups like Guns 'n Roses blasted the crowd through banks of speakers 
riling up fans already high on booze and dope. 

Meanwhile, Jessye Norman sits in her dressing room discussing "Amazing Grace" with Moyers. The 
hymn was written by John Newton, a coarse cruel slave trader. He first called out to God in the midst of 
a storm that nearly threw him overboard. Even after his conversion, though, Newton continues to ply his 
trade. He wrote the song "How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds" while waiting in an African harbor for 
a shipment of slaves. Later, though, he renounced his profession, became a minister, and joined the 
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fight against slavery. John Newton never lost sight of the depths from which he had been lifted. He 
never lost sight of grace. In the film, Jessye Norman tells Bill Moyers that Newton may have borrowed 
an old tune sung by the slaves themselves, redeeming the song, just as he had been redeemed. 

Finally, the time comes for her to sing. A single circle of light follows Norman a majestic African 
American woman as she strolls onstage. No backup band, no musical instruments, just Jessye. The 
crowd stirs, restless. A voice yells for more rock and roll. Others take up the cry. The scene gets ugly. 

Alone, a capella, Jessye Norman begins to sing, very slowly: 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found- 
Was blind but now I see. 

A remarkable thing happens in the stadium. Several thousand fans fall silent as she sings. 

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

By the time she reaches the third verse, "Tis grace has brought me safe this far, And grace will lead me 
home," several thousand fans are singing along, digging far back in nearly lost memories for words they 
heard long ago. Thousands of voices proclaim: 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun. 

Jessye Norman later confessed she had no idea what power descended on Wembley Stadium that night. 

Yancey said - I think I know. The world thirsts for grace, When grace descends, the world falls silent 
before it. 

May God help us who’ve experienced His grace so greatly, extend His grace to those around us! 

 


