God’s Instructions to Wives
Eph 5:22-24, 33b; 8/15/10 a.m.

From time to time we notice newspaper reports of weddings taking place under what must be called
novel circumstances. Many years ago, instead of organ or piano music, Richard and Betty Simon of
Kansas City, MO, had a blue flame roaring in the background. They were scheduled to take to the sky in
a hot-air balloon to start their honeymoon, but stormy weather forced them and other members of the
wedding party to stay on the ground.

Every couple dreams they will drift into peace and calm, but often the opposite is true. Often they face
stormy weather and turbulent conditions. At such times itQa good idea to stay on terra firma -- and as
the wit said, GThe more firmah, the less terrah!é
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feeling very lonely, so God asked Adam, What is wrong?é

AdamNB LI A SRX anyone Bb2alk @.6 GoH des@bBded that He was going to give Adam a
companion and it would be a woman. God said, dThis person will cook for you and wash your clothes,
she will always agree with every decision you make. She will bear you children and never ask you to get
up in the middle of the night to take care of them. She will not nag you, and will always be the first to
admit she was wrong when youQe had a disagreement. She will never have a headache, and will freely
give you love and compassion whenever needed.£€

Adamasked, 62 KI 4 @gAft | g2YFy fA1S GKA&G O2a0KE

Godreplied, @ ! Y dnd¥ S3I P ¢

Adam thought for a moment and then replied: a 2 KI G OF 2 d& G386 NX & KX
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As we noted last week, one of the results of your being filled by the Spirit is harmonious relationships.
When you and | are controlled by the presence of Christ we find ourselves voluntarily yielding to one
another in love out of reverence for Christ (cf. Eph 5:21). After exhorting us to voluntarily yield to one
another in love out of reverence for Christ Paul immediately shows us what our primary responsibilities
are to one another as wives and husbands (5:22-33), children and parents (6:1-4) and in our
relationships in the work environment (6:5-9).

As we look at Paul instruction to wives, you will be reminded of our relationship as a church to Christ.

So these instructions to wives have application for us whether we are married or single.
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does God give you as a wife to fulfill this responsibility? What reason does Paul give for you as a wife to

fulfill this responsibilityK | Y R thie Exketit 6f §our obligation to this responsibility?
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relationship between men and women as given in the Bible." When God created man in Genesis one

the emphasis of that chapter is on the equality of humankind as male and female. Turn with me in your

Bibles to Gen 1. Genesis one has its high point in v. 26-28. The emphasis is that humankind is going to

be made as the nearest creation God will make to Himself. We are the representation of God on the
planet. Notice Gen 1:26:«¢ KSy D2 R &l ARX W[ SG dz&a YIS KdzYtyl1AyR

' This background material on relationship between men and women adapted from DTS class notes from R. Allen
on Ephesians.



they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over all the creatures that move on the earth@ (Gen 1:26 NET).

Now God emphasizes three times in v. 27 that He created us. He created humankind. Note v. 27: 6God

created humankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them, male and female he

created themé (Gen 1:27 NET). This verse clearly states that the creation of humankind is not as male.

The creation of humankind is as male and female. The female as well as the male are both image

bearers of God. They are both given the responsibilities that come in the next verse. Look again at v. 28.

6God blessed them and saidtothem, W. S FNHzA G Fdzf | yR Ydzf GALX @8H CAff (K
fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that moves on the ground€ (Gen 1:28 NET).

These verses go together.b 2 (I Go¥ bleésed i K S(Y.28)® 5 A R @& 2 dzplyfa?ii SORARKIQU QB f S
the man, alone, but He blessed THEM. And He said to them. The Hebrew pronoun is LJf dzNJGfQ®é y 2 2 dz
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every creature that moves on the ground.¢ L (i Ahéiman/tRatithe doRcepfiof governance is

directed and to the woman the concept of productivity is directed. To the woman and the man both

commands are given. They are both to be productive, and they are both to be in governance over all

things God has made. So that the woman as well as the man is placed in the rule of all God has made.

Not to see that is to make a huge mistake inBA 6 f A O f (G KS2f 23&8d ¢KI G4Qa DSySa

Beginning in Gen 2:4 we have the account of what became of the creation. Beginning with Genesis 2 we
are given the particulars about this creation that God made. Genesis 2 talks about the creation of the
male figure before the female figure. The male figure is formed of the clay of the ground. In fact the
verb that is used in Genesis 2 is a technical term for the work of a potter who is working at a wheel
and is casting a pot.

So, unlike Gen 1, which has God viewed in a lofty, heavenly placS = | Y R Le§@maka hirdakkindié
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perfection of their being. Gen 2 is pictorial, and it pictures God on His knees, with His hands in mud

and fashioning of the clay of the earth the body of the man, which is described as though it were a
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hands. 10 Q& | & { K&dde@lKo wbrboutdh& & and the nostrils and rolls things together to

put on the fingers and the toes. Il Q& OKAf Rt A { S adse/there i§ sdmefRiSgvedyNA LG A2y X 0 S
AYLRNIF Yy (G K G Qadthat® theidimaterdiatioBsRip okKGdINMBLE the figure of the

ONXB I G dzNB U K land that Se@tére i¥His indstgriete. It is humankind.

Now, He makes the male, and then He gives the male the command to name the animals. ¢ K 4 Q& | LJ- N.
of Gen 1 ruling. In Hebrew concepts, the idea of giving a name is establishing authority. L 1 Q& &l @ Ay 3z
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animalship, whatdoyou g I y i (2 @dam dorhef up \BitR & éppropriate descriptive name that

will be suitable for that creature.

One of the lessons Adam learns in this involvement in the naming of the animals and birds is that while

these creatures are varied and they are wonderfult tK S&@ QNB (G KS O NE¢idNONEFhatis2 F D2 R
like himself. TK S NB Q athabhé [boRs for as a companion. ¢ K S NB Q Re cab thllbt®and share
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when he finds himself ALONE in paradise. TK I G Q& y 2 G | IKHhedGodcaudetithisOS G2 06 S
inordinate sleep to come upon him. Then God takes from his ribs, with attendant flesh, and He makes of

a part of his body, the complement for himself. Then Adam is given the opportunity to name her. This




is Genesis 2:21-23. 6So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he was asleep,
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from the part he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. ¥ Then the man said, Phis

one at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called éwoman,€ for she was taken

out of man@ (Gen 2:21-23 NET).

So in Gen 1, the male and the female are equal persons before God, equally blessed by God, sharing the
commands of God, and they are both representing the wonder of God. Other than sexual distinction,
there is no progression between them whatever. But in Genesis 2, we see not only is Adam created
before Eve, but also because he is made before her, he also is the one who names her. The man is given
some gentle priority, some hierarchy, some leadership, some first role, because he names her.

But the astonishing thing is in what he names her. In Gen 2:23 we have the first poetry in the Bible. The

man says: GThis one at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; thisoneg Af f 0SS Ol ff SR Wg 3
she was taken outofmané 0 DSY HYHO b9¢U0®
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leadership , his rule over you by saying@ { K S & A f iShah® Be affiring tieiBesential equality. He
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called the partner for myself, because this one was taken from who | am. This one will be called woman,

for from man, this one was taken. So what you have husband in your wife is the complement of

yourself.

So the man and the woman are in a hierarchical relationship. But it is the most gentle and loving
hierarchy possible, because he uses his authority to affirm her dignity. She is what | am because she has
come from my flesh.

Luther said, so long ago, He might have taken her from his head to rule over him, from his feet, that he

might rule over her, but He took her, the stuff of her, from his heart, that they might cleave to each

other in great love.

Now,tK SNBEQa | 6A3 YAadl 1S I o2 daen2(18&K®Bnd heLOBR God i f LIS NIPE
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0And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him an help meet for
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means is comparable, fitting, appropriate. [~ * [®zer/ay-zer/] This Ugaritic word seems to express the

idea of an indispensable companion.d ¢ KS [ 2NR D2R a4l ARX aLd Aa yz2a 322
makeacompanionT 2 NJ KAY gK2 O2NNBalLRyRa (2 KAY wftAdod al OO0
NET).

Thiswordli K i RSaONR O Sa gakoubey dd@od iNBistrefution tB His\péople (ck. Exod

18:4; Ps 33:20; 70:6; 115:9). God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He is the One who meets

our needs. When it describes God it refers to God as the power beside man. The power that comes to

the aid of man. The power that lifts man and enables man and gives dignity to man. In this context then,

the word seems to express the idea of the woman as being the indispensable companion of the man.

The woman would supply what the man was lacking in the design of creation.

Thus, husbands, the powerful figure that is the complement of you is YOUR WIFE. She is the one who
corresponds to you (cf. Gen 2:18 NET). The powerful complement of the male is the female. This is not a




term of weakness. 10 Q& y 204 I G SNY 2d&very PO\BEQRytdRrh, OfForcezaridl (G dza @ L G Q&
significance and strength. The Bible speaks of women authoritatively in a marvelous manner. And

KSNB Q& (KS Labid2@8S[cf. S RiBle ndte/on @i5H18.]

So, Genesis 1, equality. Genesis 2, a gentle hierarchy of equally powerful beings. And what happens in

Genesis 3? It all falls apart. In the fall, we have ruin in the relationship between the man and the

woman, just as there is ruin in the relationship that the two of them have with God. It all falls apart.
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happened is the woman is now going to have sorrow even in the conception of children.d ¢ 2 (G KS 62 Y| y
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and physical pain will accompany the whole process of child-rearing. The same word is used in v. 17 for
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Now, the second part of the verse is equally troublesome. In the NKJV it translates it this way: & , 2 dzNJ
RSAANB aKlff 0SS F2N) e2dzNJ KdzaolyR YR KS gAff NYzZ S
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to control the man. The result of the fall is she wants to be in charge. He, in response, wants to oppress,

bully, dominate KSNJXP ¢ KI (1 Q& ¢ K ISdi®Gen 3YIGthe Yok adnéuncés bl drfig@edas

conflict between the man and the woman. She will desire to control him, but he will dominate her

instead
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discover whichone.

Now we have an exacting parallel of language of Gen 3:16 in Gen 4:6-7: 0 ¢ KSy (G KS [ 2NR &l
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you will be fine? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. It desires to dominate

you,butyoumud G & dzo RdzS-7Ref).d a0 BYY DSYc oYmMc X GKS | SoNBg y2dz
urge to control or dominate. Here the desire is that which sin has for Cain, a desire to control for the
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can be defeated by righteousness. [Cf. NET note on Gen 4:7.] So what we have in Gen 3:16 is the twin

base outworkings of the FALL of humankind. She wants to rule over him and he begins to domintate
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Now we come to the responsibilities of a wife here in Ephesians. These instructions to wives (and

husbands) in Ephesians are the outworking of the development of this framework in Scripture on the

relationship of wives and husbands, and it is beautiful. The world is still fallen. Sin is still everywhere.

Ruin is still a part of the human condition. But in Christ, as a husband and wife you are able to

recapture in your bliss what God intended at the beginning. God calls us here in Eph 5 to this gentle

hierarchy of the husband over the wife, but the hierarchy is so gentle, because he is S0 giving to her, he

is showing the love of Christ to her.
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that goes back to Adam before the fall. And it is that woman who gracefully works her role in serving

God as partner of her husband who is the fulfillment of the concept of submission,6 SOl dzA S A (1 Q& y 2
demeaning term in this context. So turn now in your Bibles to Eph 5:22-24. [p. 1041].
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As we previously noted, Paul has just told us that one of the results that occurs when you and | are

controlled by the presence of Christ by means of the Holy Spirit is that we will be voluntarily yielding

ourselves to one another out of reverence for Christ (cf. 5:21). A result of being controlled by the Holy

Spirit is greater harmony in our relationships.. Now how does this harmony work itself out in our
relationship as a wife to your husband?D2 RQ& Ay ad NXzOGA2y (2 o6A@Sa Aa (KA

Yield to your husband as the church yields to Christ (Eph 5:22-24).

t dZA AyaiNdHzOla e2dsubmitiR R8N Ry ddapYYyREXPEaZ (2
NKJV). The keyword rendered W & dzoh¥sio{d&with our subordination to someone who is in authority
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and authority roles within the family, and submission is a humble recognition of that divine ordering.

¢ KA& ¢2NRE & ldaizivhuplaisy @peade@yNES theideainthe NTforaa @2 € dzy G F NB & A St
Ay RS ofthe middle voice of this verb (cf. Col. 3:18) emphasizes the voluntary character of

the submission.

What motivation does God give you as a wife to submit to your husband?t | dzf &l @axX a{ dzo YAl
husband! { ¢ h ¢ | B volurhavilbyi@lding to your husband, you are submitting to the Lord. As

you do this, you follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who voluntarily yielded Himself in love to

God the Father (1 Cor 15:28). Wives, as you yield to your husband, you are yielding to and serving the

Lord!

2 A@Sazx e2dz gtyilG G2 (y2¢6 o6KIFIG D2RQa oAff F2NJ &2dzNJ
you yield to your husband, you are submitting to and serving the Lord.

Now some think that when Bible tells a woman to submit to her husband, God is being harsh and
RSYSIYyAy3ad {2YS LIS2L S GKAYy] 2F adoYAUGGAy3d Fa KIF@
gKE G @2 dzQNSB farifrant th giéture®riésanted of godly women in Scripture.
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case as best as you can with your husband, but ultimately, in order to keep your marriage united and

to incline your husband toward God, be ready to yield, trusting God to protect you and your family,

even as he deals withyour husbandQd NEB FdzaAy 3 G2 OKI y I& Sudu§ikh) A 2 NE LI |
Invitation to Biblical Preaching, 265-66.]
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Now what reason does Paul give for you as a wife to submit to your husband? Paul reminds us that

you husband has authority over you, as Christ has authority over the church. Noticev.23: 4 C2 NJ (4 K S

husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of thechurchT I YR |I'S A& GKS {F @A 2NJ
5:23 NKJV). Just as Jesus Christ is head of the church, and provides direction for us, so God says, your

husband is head of you. Just as Christ has authority over us, the church, so wives, your husband has

authority over you. One of the God-given responsibilities of your husband is to provide leadership for

you. Affirm your support of his God-given leadership by voluntarily yielding to him.

So Paul urges you as a wife to submit to your husband. The reason for this turns on the headship, i.e.,
the God-entrusted authority of your husband. ThisGod-S y i NHzA G SR | dzi K2 NR G& A& LI N

headship or rule over the church.

Paul adds at the end of v. 23 that the person who is head of the church is none other than the one who
Aa GKS {F@A2NJ 2F (GKS 02Rez (KS OKdzZNOK® MR aidQa a



5:2), was for our deliverance from spiritual death (cf. 2:1¢10). Thus, wives, ultimately God is calling on
you to trust that He has your best interests at heart when he tells you to vield to your husband (cf. 1
Peter 3:1-6).

Those in authority have different roles with greater responsibility, but they are not better roles. Just
because as a wife you are to voluntarily submit to your husband does not make your husband better
than you. Remember, God the Father is the head of God the Son, yet both are equal in personhood. So
as a wife or husband you are equal in personhood, even though your husband as head has authority
over you.

Biblical headship in a nutshell is a husband giving the best of all that he is to those under his care and

authority. And submission can be defined in a complimentary manner: biblical submission for you as a

wife is to give the best of all that you are to the one that is in authority over you. Several hundred years

32> al NOAY [dziKSNI RSAONAOSR Al GKAa ¢gley a[Sd (K
him make her sorry to see him leave. [Adapted from Steve Farrar, Point Man,173.]

Now while your husband is not your Savior, you are to submit to your husband as we, the church,

submit to Christ. Notice v. 24: & ¢ K S NI sEt2aMjiust as the church is subject to Christ, so let the

wivesbelil 2 GKSANI 246y KdzAol yRa A¥Y SAINBIKKEI& I ¥FSLIKDSNDH I
middle voice in the original) the apostle stresses the willing character of our submission as a church to

Christ. Paul thus underscores what has already been asserted in v. 22 about the free and voluntary

nature of your yielding as a wife to your husband.

Now what is involved in our submission as a church to Christ? In what areas does Christ not have

authority over us as a church? The answer of course, is that Christ has authority over us IN EVERY AREA

of our lives. Paul adds two words to reinforce this exhortation for you as a wife to yield to your husband.

Paul states that as a wife you submit to your husband & A Y S @ S(BB 5240} BE Sliordinate to

your husband in every area of your life. No part of your life should be outside of your relationship to

your husband and outside of subordination to him. Just as we as a church are to submit to Christ in

everything, so in every sphere as a wife you are expected to submit to your husband. The motivation

for doing this is a true and godly reverence for Christ (5:21; cf. v. 33).

. @& D2RQ& RS&aA3IYy & I Kdzaol YR HYWHRI 0gdh TD2 ReRAadz AFYNIBS yuii2Ay?
should function together under one head, Christ, not as two independent individuals living together.

Your voluntary yielding as a wife to your husband has a practical aspect in that it creates a greater

effectiveness in your working togetherasone.! yR AU Yy GAOALI 1S4 D2RQ&A dzf GAY
back all things into unity in Christ (1:10). God sets forth these instructions for our good.
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laid upon all of us as believers in the exhortations of Ephesians 4¢6. This admonition to you as a wife

should not be interpreted as a kind of grid through which all the earlier exhortations are filtered in the
AYyiSNBadGa 27F asSNIDA yrarthér, 2t gabbwikhded saying/thiCasia wifedmu Ereé gtk G & &
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Your submission as a wife to your husband is not conditionalon your husband loving you after the

LI GGSNY 2F / KNRAGQa f20S 2N aK2gAy3d KAa dzyOSlF aiay3
that your husband is not to rule over you insensitively (vv. 25¢27). None of us in a position of authority
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whether your husband will heed the injunctions explicitly addressed to him or not.
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so, in a similar way, your voluntary yielding to your husband, as you seek to honor the Lord Jesus
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ILL: Barb and her husband Ron moved to the states from England. Ron worked here in the U.S. as an

engineer for an airline manufacture. Barb had trusted in Christ while in Canada, but her husband Ron

was not a believer. Barb and their children began attending church where my father was pastor. One

day as Ron came back to pick up the children after a youth activity my mother engaged Ron in

conversation. Ron shared that he was an atheist.! FGSNJ | £ f GKS &adzZFFSNAyYy3I KSQR
il KIFIRY S&LISOAIffte dzal2y OKAf RNB yWymdths sharéd dabt RaysQG 6 St A
I YR ONMzSf Ge& 2F KdzYky o6SAy3Ia Aa GKS NBadzZ & 2F Kdzvl
Ron came to church one Easter Sunday morning with his family. He shared with my father, d like you, |

fA1S GKS OKdzNDK o0dzi WSadza / KNhAad FFRERKRERAAKEMBREZY
were not for Jesus Christ there would be no reason for church.€
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us to pray to him from our hearts.

¢CKSNE OFYS | GAYSZI LISNKI LJA Rinforbade Baib frdkomingtd FS> . I NbD
church. Barb yielded to his wishes, but she continued to maintain her walk with the Lord by reading and

studying the Bible. Barb also maintained her relationship with some of the ladies in the church. Barb

shared with these ladies, a w2y g2dzf R LINBFSNI L y23G 02YS (2 OKdIz2NDK
LINJ & SNIpe

This went on for an extended period of time, months that turned into years. Ron did allow the children

to attend the youth group. He liked the youth group as he saw that it was a good influence upon his

children. And he did allow Barb to attend some special events.

9@Syldzf & D2R 3203 | K2fR 2F w2 ydahearkaBackNahdit Ay Y2 NEB
was during that time that he trusted in Christ as His Savior.
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there, including over 50 scouts (Ron had been very involved in the Boy Scouts, having earned the Eagle

Scout award, and being a leader). Before all of those present, Ron stood up and shared his personal

testimony of salvation with those present. He told them how he had not believed in Christ and how God

had finally gotten a hold of his heart and he had trusted in Christ as His Savior. Barb, can look back now
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Wives, God calls you to yield to your husband and respect him. Yield to your husband as the church

yields and submits to Christ in everything. As you yield to your husband demonstrate your profound

respect for your husband, knowing your yielding to your husband demonstrates your submission to

Christ. Paul sums up your responsibility as a wife atthe end of Eph 5:33: a [ S (i  (séefhatshd T S
respectsherK dzi 6 F YRé G 9LIK pYoo bYWx0®

Demonstrate a profound measure of respect for your husband as you
yield to him (Eph 5:33b).

As you yield to your husband have such awe or respect for your husband that you fear offending God.
Work hard to demonstrate great reverence and respect to your husband.

Just as reverence for Christ motivates us to submit ourselves to one another (Eph 5:21), so reverence for
your husband, should motivate you to yield and respect your husband. As a wife, your reverence for



your husband comes from your recognition of his God-given responsibility as head over you. You

recognize that God has given your husband the great responsibility of providing leadership and

responsibility for you. Your response of showing respect and reverence for your husband is not based on
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you do but also your attitude in doing it.

Now as a new bride you may have thought you married a knight in shining armor. Every bride who
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sets in quickly. But you yield to your husband and show respect to him because in this way you are

showing your reverence to the Lord. [Cf. Swindoll.]

[ SGQa f A a (iE§ggrichigisies a® dv&\WNEl &f yix ways you, as a wife, can show respect to your
husband. [Video clip from Love and Respect Series. Session 3, chap. 3 c. 20:36 to 24:26.]

[Conclusion]

The root of all marital problems is sin, and the root of all sin is selfishness. Submission to Christ and to
one another is the only way to overcome selfishness, for when we submit, the Holy Spirit can fill us and
enable us to love one another in a sacrificial, sanctifying, satisfying wayt the way Christ loves the
Church.

To experience the fullness of the Spirit you must first possess the SpiritT be a Christian. Then there must

be a sincere desire to glorify Christ, since this is why the Holy Spirit was given (John 16:14). We do not
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cannot do His will apart from His power. We must claim the promise Jesus gave inJohn 7:37¢39: 4 L ¥ & 2 dz
are thirsty, come to me! If you believe in me, come and drink! For the Scriptures declare that rivers of

living water will flow out from within.&

By faith yield yourself to Christ; by faith ask Him for the fullness of the Spirit. By faith receive. When
you find yourself joyful, thankful, and submissive, you will know that God has answered.
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in the first place. Include Him in every part of your marriage, and he will lift it above the level of the
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Wives, God has given you the privilege of serving alongside your husband, as heirs together of the grace

of life. One day you will rule and reign with Christ forever. Be faithful now to the responsibilities God

gives you. Yield to your husband as to the Lord, and show great respect for your husband out of

reverence for Christ, whom you serve.

We live by encouragement and we die without itT slowly, sadly, angrily. If your marriage is failing,
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... but most of all, from lack of grace, grace that only you can give. [Cf. Swindoll, The Grace Awakening:
Bible Study Guide]13-14.] What can you do to encourage your mate this coming week? What can

you do to meet their needs?

PRAYER
[Afterprayer]! & ¢S Q@S GFft 1SR Fo62dzi YI NNAI IS ndRidgeSan (2RI &2
be very difficult. Some of you may have seen your marriage shattered, and you experience the deep hurt

as you think about what you have gone through. For others of you your marriage is in trouble and you
know it. As we close the sermon this morning | invite you to watch and listen to this song called
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhOSspNj84w
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhOSspNj84w

