
 
 

God’s Instructions to Wives 
Eph 5:22-24, 33b; 8/15/10 a.m. 

From time to time we notice newspaper reports of weddings taking place under what must be called 
novel circumstances. Many years ago, instead of organ or piano music, Richard and Betty Simon of 
Kansas City, MO, had a blue flame roaring in the background. They were scheduled to take to the sky in 
a hot-air balloon to start their honeymoon, but stormy weather forced them and other members of the 
wedding party to stay on the ground. 

Every couple dreams they will drift into peace and calm, but often the opposite is true. Often they face 
stormy weather and turbulent conditions.  At such times itΩs a good idea to stay on terra firma -- and as 
the wit said, άThe more firmah, the less terrah!έ 

¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ  Adam was walking around the Garden of Eden 
feeling very lonely, so God asked Adam, άWhat is wrong?έ 

Adam ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ anyone to talk to.έ  God responded that He was going to give Adam a 
companion and it would be a woman.  God said, άThis person will cook for you and wash your clothes, 
she will always agree with every decision you make. She will bear you children and never ask you to get 
up in the middle of the night to take care of them. She will not nag you, and will always be the first to 
admit she was wrong when youΩve had a disagreement. She will never have a headache, and will freely 
give you love and compassion whenever needed.έ 

Adam asked, ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǎǘΚέ 

God replied, ά!ƴ ŀǊƳ and a ƭŜƎΦέ  

Adam thought for a moment and then replied: ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǊƛōΚέ  

The rest is history.   ώά²Ŝ ![[ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέϐ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ wives. 

As we noted last week, one of the results of your being filled by the Spirit is harmonious relationships. 
When you and I are controlled by the presence of Christ we find ourselves voluntarily yielding to one 
another in love out of reverence for Christ (cf. Eph 5:21). After exhorting us to voluntarily yield to one 
another in love out of reverence for Christ Paul immediately shows us what our primary responsibilities 
are to one another as wives and husbands (5:22-33), children and parents (6:1-4) and in our 
relationships in the work environment (6:5-9). 

As we look at Paul instruction to wives, you will be reminded of our relationship as a church to Christ. 
So these instructions to wives have application for us whether we are married or single.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƛŦŜΚ What motivation 
does God give you as a wife to fulfill this responsibility? What reason does Paul give for you as a wife to 
fulfill this responsibilityΚ !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ the extent of your obligation to this responsibility? 

BŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǾŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ we have some background to the 
relationship between men and women as given in the Bible.1 When God created man in Genesis one 
the emphasis of that chapter is on the equality of humankind as male and female. Turn with me in your 
Bibles to Gen 1. Genesis one has its high point in vv. 26-28.  The emphasis is that humankind is going to 
be made as the nearest creation God will make to Himself. We are the representation of God on the 
planet. Notice Gen 1:26: ά¢ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǎƻ 

                                                           
1
 This background material on relationship between men and women adapted from DTS class notes from R. Allen 

on Ephesians. 
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they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move on the earthΩέ (Gen 1:26 NET). 

Now God emphasizes three times in v. 27 that He created us. He created humankind. Note v. 27: άGod 
created humankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them, male and female he 
created themέ (Gen 1:27 NET). This verse clearly states that the creation of humankind is not as male. 
The creation of humankind is as male and female. The female as well as the male are both image 
bearers of God. They are both given the responsibilities that come in the next verse. Look again at v. 28. 
άGod blessed them and said to them, Ψ.Ŝ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭȅΗ Cƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōŘǳŜ ƛǘΗ wǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that moves on the groundέ (Gen 1:28 NET). 
These verses go together. bƻǘŜΥ άGod blessed ǘƘŜƳέ (v. 28)Φ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ plural? IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƭŜǎǎ 
the man, alone, but He blessed THEM. And He said to them. The Hebrew pronoun is ǇƭǳǊŀƭΦέ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΦ ά!ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ to them, be fruitful and multiply and Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ IŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ 
ά¸ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀōƛŜǎΦέ He said to the man and ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ 
productive and ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ and the mother to do that. 

The verb in the last part of v. 28 is also plural: άwǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ and the birds of the air and 
every creature that moves on the ground.έ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘhe man that the concept of governance is 
directed and to the woman the concept of productivity is directed. To the woman and the man both 
commands are given. They are both to be productive, and they are both to be in governance over all 
things God has made. So that the woman as well as the man is placed in the rule of all God has made. 
Not to see that is to make a huge mistake in BƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ 1. 

Beginning in Gen 2:4 we have the account of what became of the creation. Beginning with Genesis 2 we 
are given the particulars about this creation that God made. Genesis 2 talks about the creation of the 
male figure before the female figure. The male figure is formed of the clay of the ground. In fact the 
verb that is used in Genesis 2 is a technical term for the work of a potter who is working at a wheel 
and is casting a pot. 

So, unlike Gen 1, which has God viewed in a lofty, heavenly placŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άLetΩs make humankind.έ 
IǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ humankind as male and female, as created entities in the 
perfection of their being. Gen 2 is pictorial, and it pictures God on His knees, with His hands in mud 
and fashioning of the clay of the earth the body of the man, which is described as though it were a 
pot. .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇƻǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ IŜΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
hands. IǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ IŜ ǳǎŜǎ a dowel to work out the ears and the nostrils and rolls things together to 
put on the fingers and the toes. IǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜŎause there is something very 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ and that is the intimate relationship of God with the figure of the 
ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ IŜΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ and that creature is His masterpiece. It is humankind. 

Now, He makes the male, and then He gives the male the command to name the animals. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ 
of Gen 1 ruling.  In Hebrew concepts, the idea of giving a name is establishing authority. LǘΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ 
άLΩƳ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ {ƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ςΦέ {ƻ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŀ pig and ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳǊ 
animalship, what do you ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΚέ Adam comes up with an appropriate descriptive name that 
will be suitable for that creature. 

One of the lessons Adam learns in this involvement in the naming of the animals and birds is that while 
these creatures are varied and they are wonderfulτtƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘτthere is NONE that is 
like himself. TƘŜǊŜΩǎ bhb9 that he looks for as a companion. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ bhb9 he can talk to and share 
ǿƛǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ like him.  Adam finally comes to a point of despair, 
when he finds himself ALONE in paradise. TƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ! Then God causes this 
inordinate sleep to come upon him. Then God takes from his ribs, with attendant flesh, and He makes of 
a part of his body, the complement for himself. Then Adam is given the opportunity to name her. This 
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is Genesis 2:21-23. άSo the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he was asleep, 
ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿith flesh. 2:22 Then the Lord God made a woman 
from the part he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 2:23 Then the man said, ΨThis 
one at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called άwoman,έ for she was taken 
out of manΩέ (Gen 2:21-23 NET). 

So in Gen 1, the male and the female are equal persons before God, equally blessed by God, sharing the 
commands of God, and they are both representing the wonder of God. Other than sexual distinction, 
there is no progression between them whatever. But in Genesis 2, we see not only is Adam created 
before Eve, but also because he is made before her, he also is the one who names her. The man is given 
some gentle priority, some hierarchy, some leadership, some first role, because he names her. 

But the astonishing thing is in what he names her. In Gen 2:23 we have the first poetry in the Bible. The 
man says: άThis one at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǿƻƳŀƴΣΩ ŦƻǊ 
she was taken out of manέ όDŜƴ нΥно b9¢ύΦ 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘΗέ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴŎŜΦ ά²h²Ηέ άFrom my own bones, she has come; 
ƘŜǊ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŦƭŜǎƘΦέ Adam looks at her and he sees himself. But he looks at her and ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ This is so wonderful. {ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ŀƳΣ and ȅŜǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ. This 
ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǿƻƳŀƴΣΩ όishah, Heb.), for she was taken out of manΦέ Adam gives this woman the 
name that is his own. IŜΩǎ ish. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ άƳŀƴΦέ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ and exercises his 
leadership , his rule over you by saying ά{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ishahΦέ He affirms their essential equality. He 
ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŀƳ ish. Her name will be ishahΦέ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ  This one will be 
called the partner for myself, because this one was taken from who I am. This one will be called woman, 
for from man, this one was taken.  So what you have husband in your wife is the complement of 
yourself. 

So the man and the woman are in a hierarchical relationship. But it is the most gentle and loving 
hierarchy possible, because he uses his authority to affirm her dignity. She is what I am because she has 
come from my flesh. 

Luther said, so long ago, He might have taken her from his head to rule over him, from his feet, that he 
might rule over her, but He took her, the stuff of her, from his heart, that they might cleave to each 
other in great love. 

Now, tƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƘŜƭǇŜǊΦέ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ Gen 2:18: άAnd the LORD God said, 
ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΤ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƘŜƭǇŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΩέ (Gen 2:18 NKJV). 
άAnd the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for 
ƘƛƳέ  όDŜƴ нΥму YW±ύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ άƳŜŜǘέ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ YƛƴƎ WŀƳŜǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǳǎŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
means is comparable, fitting, appropriate.  [ ˶ˑˤː˰ [ ezer /ay·zer/] This Ugaritic word seems to express the 
idea of an indispensable companion. ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ 
make a companion ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ώƭƛǘΦ άŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳϐέ όDŜƴ нΥму 
NET).  

This word ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ also used of God in His relation to His people (cf. Exod 
18:4; Ps 33:20; 70:6; 115:9). God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He is the One who meets 
our needs. When it describes God it refers to God as the power beside man. The power that comes to 
the aid of man. The power that lifts man and enables man and gives dignity to man. In this context then, 
the word seems to express the idea of the woman as being the indispensable companion of the man. 
The woman would supply what the man was lacking in the design of creation.  

Thus, husbands, the powerful figure that is the complement of you is YOUR WIFE. She is the one who 
corresponds to you (cf. Gen 2:18 NET). The powerful complement of the male is the female. This is not a 
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term of weakness. IǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ  ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ a very POWERFUL term, of force and 
significance and strength. The Bible speaks of women authoritatively in a marvelous manner. And 
ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ DŜƴesis 2:18. [Cf. NET Bible note on Gen 2:18.] 

So, Genesis 1, equality. Genesis 2, a gentle hierarchy of equally powerful beings. And what happens in 
Genesis 3? It all falls apart. In the fall, we have ruin in the relationship between the man and the 
woman, just as there is ruin in the relationship that the two of them have with God. It all falls apart. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΣ ƛƴ DŜƴ оΥмсΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 
happened is the woman is now going to have sorrow even in the conception of children. ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ 
ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǊ ǇŀƛƴǎΤ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
control your husband, but he wilƭ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ȅƻǳέ όDŜƴ оΥмс b9¢ύΦ God announces that both emotional 
and physical pain will accompany the whole process of child-rearing. The same word is used in v. 17 for 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ǘƻƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

Now, the second part of the verse is equally troublesome. In the NKJV it translates it this way: ά¸ƻǳǊ 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳέ όDŜƴ оΥмс bYW±ύ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ȅƻǳέ όDŜƴ оΥмсō b9¢ύΦ  The desire referred to here means that one 
of the results of the fall of hǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΣ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ 
to control the man. The result of the fall is she wants to be in charge. He, in response, wants to oppress, 
bully, dominate ƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ άǊǳƭŜΦέ So in Gen 3:16 the LORD announces a struggle, a 
conflict between the man and the woman. She will desire to control him, but he will dominate her 
instead 

aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ άǿƘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜΣέ ŀƴŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴŜȅƳƻƻƴΣ ǿŜ 
discover which one. 

Now we have an exacting parallel of language of Gen 3:16 in Gen 4:6-7: ά¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ /ŀƛƴΣ 
ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴƎǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƻǿƴŎŀǎǘΚ 4:7 Is it not true that if you do what is right, 
you will be fine? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. It desires to dominate 
you, but you muǎǘ ǎǳōŘǳŜ ƛǘέ όDŜƴ пΥс-7 NET). !ǎ ƛƴ DŜƴ оΥмсΣ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ƴƻǳƴ άŘŜǎƛǊŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ 
urge to control or dominate. Here the desire is that which sin has for Cain, a desire to control for the 
ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭΣ ōǳǘ /ŀƛƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΦ DƻŘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ DŜƴ пΥт ǘƻ /ŀƛƴΣ ά²ƘƛƭŜ 
ǎƛƴ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΦέ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴ 
can be defeated by righteousness. [Cf. NET note on Gen 4:7.]  So what we have in Gen 3:16 is the twin 
base outworkings of the FALL of humankind. She wants to rule over him and he begins to domintate 
ƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ. 

Now we come to the responsibilities of a wife here in Ephesians. These instructions to wives (and 
husbands) in Ephesians are the outworking of the development of this framework in Scripture on the 
relationship of wives and husbands, and it is beautiful. The world is still fallen. Sin is still everywhere. 
Ruin is still a part of the human condition. But in Christ, as a husband and wife you are able to 
recapture in your bliss what God intended at the beginning. God calls us here in Eph 5 to this gentle 
hierarchy of the husband over the wife, but the hierarchy is so gentle, because he is so giving to her, he 
is showing the love of Christ to her. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ !ŘŀƳ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ not άȅƻǳ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƘŜƭǇŜǊ 
ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ, the one who cleans up my ƳŜǎǎŜǎΦέ IŜ 5L5bΩ¢ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ you are exactly 
what I am.  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-like pattern 
that goes back to Adam before the fall. And it is that woman who gracefully works her role in serving 
God as partner of her husband who is the fulfillment of the concept of submission, ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
demeaning term in this context.   So turn now in your Bibles to Eph 5:22-24. [p. 1041]. 
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As we previously noted, Paul has just told us that one of the results that occurs when you and I are 
controlled by the presence of Christ by means of the Holy Spirit is that we will be voluntarily yielding 
ourselves to one another out of reverence for Christ (cf. 5:21). A result of being controlled by the Holy 
Spirit is greater harmony in our relationships.. Now how does this harmony work itself out in our 
relationship as a wife to your husband? DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ   

Yield to your husband as the church yields to Christ (Eph 5:22-24). 
tŀǳƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǾΦ ннΥ ά²ƛǾŜǎΣ submit ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ ό9ǇƘ рΥнн 
NKJV).  The keyword rendered ΨǎǳōƳƛǘΩ has to do with our subordination to someone who is in authority 
ƻǾŜǊ ǳǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƻǊŘŜǊΦΩ God has established certain leadership 
and authority roles within the family, and submission is a humble recognition of that divine ordering. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ άǎǳōƳƛǘέ tŀǳƭ ǳǎŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ώhuptasso] repeatedly has the idea in the NT for a άǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ȅƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ The use of the middle voice of this verb (cf. Col. 3:18) emphasizes the voluntary character of 
the submission. 

What motivation does God give you as a wife to submit to your husband? tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά{ǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
husband !{ ¢h ¢I9 [hw5Φέ By voluntarily yielding to your husband, you are submitting to the Lord. As 
you do this, you follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who voluntarily yielded Himself in love to 
God the Father (1 Cor 15:28). Wives, as you yield to your husband, you are yielding to and serving the 
Lord! 

²ƛǾŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ !ǎ 
you yield to your husband, you are submitting to and serving the Lord. 

Now some think that when Bible tells a woman to submit to her husband, God is being harsh and 
ŘŜƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǘƻƴŜǎ ƻŦΣ άYŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǳǘƘ ǎƘǳǘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛs is a far from the picture presented of godly women in Scripture. 

ά{ǳōƳƛǘέ ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜȅǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǾŜǊǘƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ άȅƛŜƭŘΦέ This carries the positive overtone of, ά¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀ ΨŎƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ to yield. Argue your 
case as best as you can with your husband, but ultimately, in order to keep your marriage united and 
to incline your husband toward God, be ready to yield, trusting God to protect you and your family, 
even as he deals with your husbandΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΣ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ƻǊ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ [Cf. Sunukjian, 
Invitation to Biblical Preaching, 265-66.] 

ά¸ƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘέ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥм-с ŀǎ ƘŜ ǳǊƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻ άǇǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ 
ƛƴ DƻŘέ ŀƴŘ άƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊΣέ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ {ŀǊŀƘΣ ǿƘƻ άƻōŜȅŜŘέ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ him 
ƘŜǊ άƳŀǎǘŜǊΣέ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳƴǿƛǎŜƭȅ (1 Peter 3:1-6; cf. Gen 12:10-20; 18:1-15; 20:1-18). 

Now what reason does Paul give for you as a wife to submit to your husband? Paul reminds us that 
you husband has authority over you, as Christ has authority over the church. Notice v. 23: άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the churchΤ ŀƴŘ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅέ ό9ǇƘ 
5:23 NKJV). Just as Jesus Christ is head of the church, and provides direction for us, so God says, your 
husband is head of you. Just as Christ has authority over us, the church, so wives, your husband has 
authority over you. One of the God-given responsibilities of your husband is to provide leadership for 
you. Affirm your support of his God-given leadership by voluntarily yielding to him. 

So Paul urges you as a wife to submit to your husband. The reason for this turns on the headship, i.e., 
the God-entrusted authority of your husband. This God-ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
headship or rule over the church. 

Paul adds at the end of v. 23 that the person who is head of the church is none other than the one who 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ Iƛǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ όнΥмпς18; cf. 
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5:2), was for our deliverance from spiritual death (cf. 2:1ς10). Thus, wives, ultimately God is calling on 
you to trust that He has your best interests at heart when he tells you to yield to your husband (cf. 1 
Peter 3:1-6). 

Those in authority have different roles with greater responsibility, but they are not better roles. Just 
because as a wife you are to voluntarily submit to your husband does not make your husband better 
than you. Remember, God the Father is the head of God the Son, yet both are equal in personhood. So 
as a wife or husband you are equal in personhood, even though your husband as head has authority 
over you. 

Biblical headship in a nutshell is a husband giving the best of all that he is to those under his care and 
authority. And submission can be defined in a complimentary manner: biblical submission for you as a 
wife is to give the best of all that you are to the one that is in authority over you. Several hundred years 
ŀƎƻΣ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΥ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ 
him make her sorry to see him leave.  [Adapted from Steve Farrar, Point Man, 173.] 

Now while your husband is not your Savior, you are to submit to your husband as we, the church, 
submit to Christ. Notice v. 24: ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ [or But, (alla)] just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέ ό9ǇƘ рΥнп bYW±ύΦ .ȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǾŜǊō ΨǎǳōƳƛǘΩ όŀ 
middle voice in the original) the apostle stresses the willing character of our submission as a church to 
Christ. Paul thus underscores what has already been asserted in v. 22 about the free and voluntary 
nature of your yielding as a wife to your husband. 

Now what is involved in our submission as a church to Christ? In what areas does Christ not have 
authority over us as a church? The answer of course, is that Christ has authority over us IN EVERY AREA 
of our lives. Paul adds two words to reinforce this exhortation for you as a wife to yield to your husband. 
Paul states that as a wife you submit to your husband άƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέ (Eph 5:24b). Be subordinate to 
your husband in every area of your life. No part of your life should be outside of your relationship to 
your husband and outside of subordination to him. Just as we as a church are to submit to Christ in 
everything, so in every sphere as a wife you are expected to submit to your husband. The motivation 
for doing this is a true and godly reverence for Christ (5:21; cf. v. 33). 

.ȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ΨƻƴŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΩ όǾΦ омΤ DŜƴΦ нΥнпύΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
should function together under one head, Christ, not as two independent individuals living together. 
Your voluntary yielding as a wife to your husband has a practical aspect in that it creates a greater 
effectiveness in your working together as one. !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
back all things into unity in Christ (1:10). God sets forth these instructions for our good.      

The  words Ψƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ tŀǳƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
laid upon all of us as believers in the exhortations of Ephesians 4ς6. This admonition to you as a wife 
should not be interpreted as a kind of grid through which all the earlier exhortations are filtered in the 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ Further, it goes without saying that as a wife you are not 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΦ 

Your submission as a wife to your husband is not conditional on your husband loving you after the 
ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŎŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
that your husband is not to rule over you insensitively (vv. 25ς27). None of us in a position of authority 
ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ΨƭƻǊŘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊΩ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŀŘ όн /ƻǊΦ мΥнпύΦ   ¸ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ǳƴǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¸ƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƎƭŀŘƭȅΣ ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
whether your husband will heed the injunctions explicitly addressed to him or not.  
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Just as our ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
so, in a similar way, your voluntary yielding to your husband, as you seek to honor the Lord Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ others.      

ILL: Barb and her husband Ron moved to the states from England. Ron worked here in the U.S. as an 
engineer for an airline manufacture. Barb had trusted in Christ while in Canada, but her husband Ron 
was not a believer. Barb and their children began attending church where my father was pastor. One 
day as Ron came back to pick up the children after a youth activity my mother engaged Ron in 
conversation. Ron shared that he was an atheist. !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜΩŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ²²LL ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ 
iǘ ƘŀŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ DƻŘΦ My mother shared that wars 
ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ǎƛƴ. 

Ron came to church one Easter Sunday morning with his family. He shared with my father, άI like you, I 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘǎ ƳŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ  aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ άwƻƴΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ 
were not for Jesus Christ there would be no reason for church.έ 

wƻƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘ L ǎŀǿ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ǎǘƻǇ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Řƻing and pray five times a 
ŘŀȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦέ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦǘŜƴǘƛƳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
us to pray to him from our hearts. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ .ŀǊōΩǎ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ron forbade Barb from coming to 
church. Barb yielded to his wishes, but she continued to maintain her walk with the Lord by reading and 
studying the Bible. Barb also maintained her relationship with some of the ladies in the church. Barb 
shared with these ladies, άwƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ L ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ L ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦέ 

This went on for an extended period of time, months that turned into years. Ron did allow the children 
to attend the youth group. He liked the youth group as he saw that it was a good influence upon his 
children. And he did allow Barb to attend some special events. 

9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ DƻŘ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ wƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅΦ wƻƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜd a heart attack, and it 
was during that time that he trusted in Christ as His Savior. 

aȅ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ wƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōΩǎ рлth wedding anniversary. There were 200 to 300 people 
there, including over 50 scouts (Ron had been very involved in the Boy Scouts, having earned the Eagle 
Scout award, and being a leader). Before all of those present, Ron stood up and shared his personal 
testimony of salvation with those present. He told them how he had not believed in Christ and how God 
had finally gotten a hold of his heart and he had trusted in Christ as His Savior.  Barb, can look back now 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

Wives, God calls you to yield to your husband and respect him.  Yield to your husband as the church 
yields and submits to Christ in everything. As you yield to your husband demonstrate your profound 
respect for your husband, knowing your yielding to your husband demonstrates your submission to 
Christ. Paul sums up your responsibility as a wife at the end of Eph 5:33: ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ see that she 
respects her ƘǳǎōŀƴŘέ ό9ǇƘ рΥоо bYW±ύΦ 

Demonstrate a profound measure of respect for your husband as you 
yield to him (Eph 5:33b). 
As you yield to your husband have such awe or respect for your husband that you fear offending God. 
Work hard to demonstrate great reverence and respect to your husband. 

Just as reverence for Christ motivates us to submit ourselves to one another (Eph 5:21), so reverence for 
your husband, should motivate you to yield and respect your husband. As a wife, your reverence for 
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your husband comes from your recognition of his God-given responsibility as head over you. You 
recognize that God has given your husband the great responsibility of providing leadership and 
responsibility for you. Your response of showing respect and reverence for your husband is not based on 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƳŜǊƛǘǎ ƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ 
you do but also your attitude in doing it.  

Now as a new bride you may have thought you married a knight in shining armor. Every bride who 
ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ƪƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƳƻǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ silver polish, because the tarnish 
sets in quickly. But you yield to your husband and show respect to him because in this way you are 
showing your reverence to the Lord. [Cf. Swindoll.] 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀǎ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴ Eggerich gives an overview of six ways you, as a wife, can show respect to your 
husband.  [Video clip from Love and Respect Series. Session 3, chap. 3  c. 20:36 to 24:26.] 

[Conclusion] 

The root of all marital problems is sin, and the root of all sin is selfishness. Submission to Christ and to 
one another is the only way to overcome selfishness, for when we submit, the Holy Spirit can fill us and 
enable us to love one another in a sacrificial, sanctifying, satisfying wayτthe way Christ loves the 
Church. 

To experience the fullness of the Spirit you must first possess the Spiritτbe a Christian. Then there must 
be a sincere desire to glorify Christ, since this is why the Holy Spirit was given (John 16:14). We do not 
ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΤ IŜ ǳǎŜǎ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
cannot do His will apart from His power. We must claim the promise Jesus gave in John 7:37ς39: άLŦ ȅƻǳ 
are thirsty, come to me! If you believe in me, come and drink! For the Scriptures declare that rivers of 
living water will flow out from within.έ 

By faith yield yourself to Christ; by faith ask Him for the fullness of the Spirit. By faith receive. When 
you find yourself joyful, thankful, and submissive, you will know that God has answered. 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ tŜǘŜǊ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƛǘ 
ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘΦ  LŘŜŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎo spiritual attraction.  God has 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
person who is going to live forever.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜΦ  He thought it up 
in the first place.  Include Him in every part of your marriage, and he will lift it above the level of the 
ƳǳƴŘŀƴŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎΦέ 

Wives, God has given you the privilege of serving alongside your husband, as heirs together of the grace 
of life. One day you will rule and reign with Christ forever. Be faithful now to the responsibilities God 
gives you. Yield to your husband as to the Lord, and show great respect for your husband out of 
reverence for Christ, whom you serve. 

We live by encouragement and we die without itτslowly, sadly, angrily. If your marriage is failing, 
ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŘȅƛƴƎτfrom lack of encouragement, lack of affirmation, lack of respect 
. . . but most of all, from lack of grace, grace that only you can give. [Cf. Swindoll, The Grace Awakening: 
Bible Study Guide, 113-14.]   What can you do to encourage your mate this coming week? What can 
you do to meet their needs? 

PRAYER 

[After prayer] !ǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ marriage can 
be very difficult. Some of you may have seen your marriage shattered, and you experience the deep hurt 
as you think about what you have gone through. For others of you your marriage is in trouble and you 
know it. As we close the sermon this morning I invite you to watch and listen to this song called 
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ά¦ƴǊŜŘŜŜƳŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŘŜŜǇ 
ƘǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ !Ƴȅ tŜǊǊȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŘŜŜƳ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŀǊŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ώ{ƻƴƎΥ ¦ƴǊŜŘŜŜƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜƭŀƘΩǎ ŀƭōǳƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊ aŜΦέ   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhOSspNj84w  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhOSspNj84w

