How Christ’s Body Grows

Eph. 4:7-16 CBC 4/25/10

Have you ever watched a pit crew in action at an auto race? In less time than it takes for most of us to
put on our seatbelt and adjust the mirror, the crew can change four tires, fill the gas tank, wash the
windshield, give the driver a drink, and make vital adjustments to the car. It happens so quickly and

efficiently because each crew member knows his job and does it right. [cf. Dave Branon, Our Daily Bread, March 24,
1996; http://odb.org/1996/03/24/part-of-the-crew/ accessed 4/21/10]

So too Christ has given each of wus a spiritual gi

healthy and growing and full of love.

In Ephesians chapters one through three the apostle Paul teaches that as Gentile believers we are
united with Jewish believers to form one body. We are family. But having taught that, Paul goes on

beginning in chapter fourto statethatour uni ty as God’' s peOURLOYEfdrs

one another. As each of us uses the gift or gifts Christ has entrusted to us, this causes growth of the
body. We become more like Christ as a church body, and we grow in love. Now last week we noted
attitudes we should have that help to promote unity and thereby promote growth in the body (Eph. 4:1-
3). We saw that to walk worthy of our calling, to walk together in unity we must be completely humble.
2) we must focus on being gentle, and 3) we must demonstrate patience with one another. The manner
in which these attitudes of humility, gentleness, and patience are to be carried out is by bearing with
one another in love and making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

WhenyoutrustedChr i st as your Savior you be&risaaBegavpar t

t o be
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you at least one gift to use to ministertothebody.Chr i st ' s gi ving di fofueir ent gi |

for the purpose of enriching the whole body, so that all of us may be prepared for full maturity when we
meetour Lord[ Cf . ®heliand 3a7) ,

To see the instructions that the apostle Paul gives to preserve unity and promote growth in Christ-
likeness turn with me in your Bibles to Ephesians 4:7-16.

How can we as believers in Jesus Christ, with different cultural backgrounds, different perspectives on
how we do things, live together in unity as one body? How can we experience the growth that God
desires for us as a body of believers, and remain unified? After discussing the basis of unity in vv. 1-6,
Paul analyzes the means of preserving that unity by means of the various gifts. How can we live in unity
as Chr i gdityissaccamplished By recognizing Christ has given gifted people to the church so
that the body of Christ might grow up in all areas. Every one of wus is to
enablement, proportionate to the gift, that is, the spiritual ability Christ has given us. Christ has given
you a spiritual gift. As you, along with each of us, use your spiritual gifts, we will grow as a church body
in becoming more like Christ. Christ has given you grace for the purpose of ministry. Christ has entrusted
you with a special ministry in the body of Christ. This is the first major truth you need to recognize if we
are to grow to maturity as a church body:

Christ has specially gifted you to serve His body (4:7-10).

You have a role to play in helping us grow and mature as a body of believers. You are important to this
body!

Christ gave you special divine enablement to serve others in His body (4:7).

Notice the stress Paul places on Christ’ s g liook at v T “But to EACH ONE OF US grace was given
according to t he " (fphasNWY).hrigg fover€ignly gave ol agift 1@ usd td help
His body grow. The word “grace” used here in Eph 4:7 is used as it was back in Eph 3:2, 7-8. “Grace”
here refers to the privilege of having been called by God. Although we, as Christians are called to be

funct


http://odb.org/1996/03/24/part-of-the-crew/

unified, God in his wisdom did not make us photocopies of one another. Instead, each of us is given
grace (one or more gifts) as Christ apportioned it. Christ, in His infinite wisdom gave different gifts to
different people.

Youare Christ’'s gift to the church. No wevdrye st you t|
believer here is Chr i swésmuldydluédach peson whi ieparcdfitter c h. Thi
body of Christ here. Each person is important.

It doesn’t matter what weaknesses, what | imitatio
us as a congregation. | like what Joni Erickson Tada, who was paralyzed at age 17 in a diving accident

said, “It may well be that people with disabilities are God's best audiovisual aids to the rest of the

congregation as to how we all should handle conflict, how we all should handle suffering; because

people suffering great conflict always have something to say to those who are facing lesser conflicts.”

Let me give you an example real quickly. Joni Erickson Tada has a friend named Carla Larson and, as
some of you may know, if you listen to the Joni and Friends radio program or read their materials, they
hold retreats for families affected by disability all across the country. On one of these particular retreats,
Joni was glancing over the registration cards of the people who would be attending. And she came
across a name of a woman named Carla Larson. Carla had lost both of her legs. She was legally blind. She
had suffered a heart attack, had had a kidney transplant and had lost three fingers. Joni thought, “Oh my
goodness, I'd better meet this woman because she couldn't believe that she would be strong enough to
make it to their family retreat.” Well, when Joni wheeled up to Carla Larson, so excited to meet her, she
said, “Carla, I'm so glad you were able to come. I'm so surprised you're here though,” to which Carla
replied, “Well, Joni, | thought I'd better come before | lost any more body parts.” This woman, obviously,
had not lost her sense of humor through everything.

And Carla went on to have such a fabulous time at their family retreat. At the retreat they have five days
of fun, inspiration, Bible studies, wheelchair square dancing, wheelchair zip lines, wheelchair disco. You
name it, they do it. Carla had such a good time, she wrote Joni a thank-you note. And in the note, she
enclosed — well, the note was tied to the toe of one of her plastic prosthetic legs. Carla had sent Joni her
foot in the mail.

And the little note read, “Dear Joni, since all of me cannot be with all of you all of the time, part of me
will have to do.” Joni goes on to say: “Carla teaches me how to handle my own problems. | mean | look
at that woman, a double amputee, missing her fingers, legally blind, kidney transplant, and | learned
something about God from observing her. What | learned is that perhaps the greatest good that
suffering can work for a believer is to increase his or her capacity for God. The greater one's need, the
greater will be our capacity. And the greater our capacity, the greater will be our experience of our
Savior. She's a good example to the rest of the congregation of how we can embrace our sufferings,
knowing that God's power will always show up best in our weakness.”

As a church we need to hear this. We need to see it lived out before our lives. So realize you are

important to God. In fact, the apostle Paul says in 1 Cor 12:22, “The weaker members are

indispensable.” We see that God can sustain and use us, with our weaknesses. Those facing greater

conflicts showcase the Lord's ability to those who are sustained. They sustain those of us who face lesser

conflict. Believers like Carla remind us that if the grace of God can sustain a woman who's a double

amputee and half blind then we all ought to be boasting in our affliction, we all ought to be delighting in

our infirmity. We all ought to be rejoicing in our weaknesses, for then we can boast that Christ's power

is made manifest in us. APPL: God can use you with your weaknesses to show His strength through you!

So don’t think you have nothing to cottduseiobut e t o
minister to others in this church body. Be willing to be used by God.



If we are going to contribute with your gift be willing to serve others. Our natural tendency is to focus on
serving ourselves. This is why Jesus says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Just as you look at for your
own interests, now, as my followers, look out for the needs of others. Service is generally given low
ratings in our world; we prefer to have other people serve us. This perspective tends to make us focus
on ourselves.

This self-serving mindset undermines one of the activities that can bring the most satisfaction. God

created you be His servant, to rule under Him on the earth. Did you realize that? You were created to

rule under God! Genesis 1 suggests wewerecreat ed i n God’s image to subdue
or | simply serve ourselves, we lose an important part of who we are to be. [cf. Bock, NIV Life Appl. Comm: Luke,

60.]

You ar e Go d-dreatedin@hris Jesas for gaod works that God created beforehand so you

may do them (Eph 2:10). Thus, you have within you a purpose-shaped void. How can you live a life of

significance, making a difference with your life? Fulfillment comes as you use the gifts and abilities God

gave you to further His kingdom work in this world.

For example, let’s say yodungewithvoheed€areghelkpis
to visit one of our members who is in assisted living at the Brethren Home, or another shut-in. You go

there to be a blessing to them. But what happens is, more often than not, you are the one who goes

away feeling blessed. You see the testimony of someone who has walked with God for many years, and

that they are stildl praising God in the midst of
compassion to one going through a tough time physically. You are reminded of the brevity of life.

Blessing comes as you get your eyes off yourself and minister to others! Or you get involved in
assisting a teacher i n SuwmudlayutdReohmoeelespansibilitg. hi | dr en
You will find you begin to grow when you take responsibility for the growth of another person. “Ministry

to others is not an add-on to your growth, it is an essential ingredient” [cf. H. Hendricks).

Christ has specially gifted you to serve this body of believerssDon’ t have an inferiorit)
how God may use you and what you bring to the task. More than being willing to go where God will take

you is realizing that He can help you overcome whatever limitations you bring to the effort. In

faithfulness there is spiritual strength. Go wherever God leads, knowing He will supply whatever you

lack. [cf. Bock, 60.] | St that encouraging to know? God will supply what you need to serve His people.

You are important to the body of Christ. Christ has entrusted you with a spiritual gift. Use your gift.
Exerciseyour spiritual gi f Chrisbhys beGawdd osyoua maadork of Hisgracg.r a c e .
Function in accord with the grace Christ has given you. You have a special ability to be used for the good

and growth of all. You are important to building up the community. You have a special gift given by

Christ that will help us grow as a church. None of us has all the gifts. Do you see what God is doing? We

need oneanother. For us t o ac c amhebodyofChrit wethéed yowtause khe gift

Christ gave you. You are important to the body of Christ functioning properly and growing.

How important is it that you use your spiritual gift? Notice in vv. 8-10 what Christ did to provide you
with a grace gift.

Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection provides the basis for the grace gift
He has give you (see vv. 8-10).

Paul quotes Ps 68:18 in Eph 4:8, then summarizes the psalm in vv. 9-11. Look at vv. 8-10 in your Bibles:
“Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on°Nwgh, He
this, ‘ H-ewhat does & medndbut that He also first descended into the lower parts of the

earth? ®’He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all

things.) The essence of Psalm 68 is that a military victor has the right to give gifts to those who are



identified with him. Christ, having captivated sinful people by redeeming them, is Victor and gives them

as gifts to the church. After quoting from Ps 68, Paul explains in vv. 9-11 the meaning and implications

of two verbs from Ps 68. Paul explains “He ascended” in vv. 9-10, and then he explains “He gave,” in v.

11. “He ascended” originally referred in Ps 68 to God coming from Sinai and majestically ascending Zion.

Paul appliesthistoChr i st '’ s return from eRath albr ehey hi gherst e
ascent in Eph 1:20-21 when He explained that God raised Christ from the dead and seated Him in the

heavenly realm, far above all angelic powers.

Now before Christ could ascend He had to descend. Before Christ could go back to heaven and exercise

His sovereign leadership over everything, He had to come downtoearthand gi ve His | ife a
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. Specifically, He had to come down to earth in what we know

as the incarnation, where God took on Himself human flesh, in the person of Jesus Christ. And Chris t ' s

descent to earth led Him to the cross and His burial in the grave. I n Christ’'s death He |
sin, redeemed us who are then given as “gifts” to the church. Christ has now returned to the highest

heaven where He exercises His sovereign leadership over all. Christ functions as the powerful ruler over

angelic forces (cf. Eph 1:21), and gives grace and strength to us, His people.

‘N

The primary point to remember here in vv. 7-10 is that Christ has specially gifted you to serve His body.

You are important to this body of believers. Si nhce Chri st’'s ascensi ot back t
accomplish the goal of filling all things by supplying us, His people with everything necessary to foster

the growth and perfection of the body (v. 13). As member s of Christ’'s body we
being used by Christ to hdglICH .f iObhbsiant &) Inwwnll-¥5er s e Wi
we see that:

Christ has given gifted people to His body to equip you for ministry and
help bring you to maturity (4:11-15).

Christ has given gifted people to equip you for ministry and help bring you to maturity. In v. 11 Paul
gives a commentary on the second part of the quotationinv.8,n a me | y , giviGgtgiftsitos t ' s
Christians. C h r igiftstto’th& church are gifted people. The subject He is emphatic in the Greek to
denote that Christ Himself gives the gifted people. Paul lists for us four types of gifted people who were
given for the church. Notice vv. 11: “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers” (Eph 4:11 NKJV).

The first two, apostles and prophets, were already mentioned in 2:20 and 3:5 as the foundational gifts

to the church. The apostles include the Twelve, who had the office of apostleship by virtue of being with

Christ (Acts 1:21-22) and having been appointed by Him (which would also include Paul; 1 Cor. 15:8-9;

Gal. 1:1; 2:6-9). The apostles of Jesus Christc ar r i ed t he gospel m&sywage wit h
sent forth by Christ as His authoritative delegates, having the same power and authority He did.

New Testament prophets were gifts to the church to provide edification, exhortation, and comfort (1

Cor. 14:3). They probably revealed God’'s will to
Since the apostles and prophets were foundational, they did not exist after the first generation of

believers. But we have the revelation God provided through them for the church in the New Testament.

Evangelists were those engaged in spreading the gospel, similar to present-day missionaries. [Ex: Philip,

Acts 21:8 with 8:5ff.; cf. 2 Tim. 4:5]. Evangelists also would have equipped God’' s peopl e in ev
Pastors and teachers are linked by a single definite article in the Greek, which suggests a close

association of functions between two kinds of ministers who operate within one congregation. Although

it has often been held that the two groups are identical (i.e., pastors who teach), it is more likely that the

terms describe the overlapping functions. All pastors teach (since teaching is an essential function of

pastoral ministry), but not all teachers are pastors. Teachers exercise their leadership role by feeding



God’' s fl ock[ @f t h GHesians, 300 Padtor-teachers are those pastoring believers

by comforting and guiding while at the same time instructingt hem i n ®eebftle ways.
responsibilities of an overseer or elder was to be able to teach [cf. 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:9; cf. BKC]. The

goal in biblical teaching is not simply to impart new information or open up new ways of thought.

Biblical teaching always urges those listening to live up to what they have been taught (Eph 4:20-21).
Teaching involves the expl ai ni ngoimporthntiatpipl yi ng God
ministry for building the body of Christ that provision is made for its continuity for succeeding

generations[ O’ Br i-0a.h , 300

Now notice the purpose of Christ giving these gifted people to the church. Look at v. 12. [Christ gave
these people to the church]: “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12 NKJV). These people are responsible “to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, that is, to build up the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12 NET). APPL: Do you realize the important
function you have in this body? Do you recognize that your contribution of service will help this body to
grow up in Christ and be more fruitful for the Lord? Gifted people (Eph. 4:11) are to minister the Word
to others so that they in turn are readied to get involved in ministering to others (cf. 2 Tim. 2:2). The
goal of all this is the buildingupof Ch r i s t(¢f. Bph. b:16)dChrist gave gifted leaders to His body,
the church to help and direct us as a church to carry out our ministries for the good of the whole. God
uses His Word and gifted people to make you adequate or sufficient for the work of ministry. You are to
be involved in ministry. Christ has gifted you to serve others. And as you serve others the body of Christ
is built.

So the exalted Christ gives ministries of the Wordtoe qui p God’' s people for work
buil d Hi s b d.dhgfinhl 03l d thd peodess of Buillibg the body of Christ is to lead to

maturity. Note v. 13. “till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13).

The first goal toward which we serve together is to work toward the goal of living out our Christian faith.
Our work is not done then “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God” (v. 13a), i.e., until we are obeying all that Christ commanded us (cf. Matt 28:20). We seek this
goal through the exercise of our spiritual gifts. The second statement in v. 13 indicates our goal is to
become mature believers, in contrast to being infants who are immature and unstable (v. 14). The full
maturity, which is our goal, is more fully defined in the third phrase in v. 13: “to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ” (v. 13c).

Christ’'s goal then in giving each of wus a sp
Word to equip God’' s tpmakeudaga chursh bauylike besunChyrist! This st
three-fold description of our ultimate goal points to our ultimate destination on the last day, toward

which we are aiming and working together now. In other words, our job is not done as a church until we
are fully like Christ in every way.

i ritu
han

Now in v. 14 Paul sets forth the more immediate objective that is in line with this final goal. If genuine

progress is to be made then we have to grow up. Notice v. 14: “That we should no longer be children,

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning

craftiness of deceitful plotting” (Eph 4:14 NKJV). The exalted Christ has given His gifts to us so that by

our building His body, immaturity and instability will be increasingly left behind. Christ gave us gifts to

use to minister to one another, not only that we
able to resist any forces that might corrupt or destroy us. Our goal is to stand firm, rather than being

tossed about by false teaching; to speak the truth in Christ and grow up into Christ, the Head (v. 15).

What are signs of maturity versus immaturity? The plural “children” speaks of individualism, versus the

one mature adult that speaks of a focus on corporate unity (cf. also Eph 4:1-6). So we grow in maturity



as we make every effort to maintain the unity of the body based on the truth Christ has given us in the
New Testament.

Paul graphically pictures the immaturity of children as being like small, rudderless boats, tossed back

and forth by the waves and driven this way and that by the prevailing winds. Thus to be immature is

pictures as being unstable, lacking in direction, vacillating and open to manipulation. Immature

believers then are characterized by being are tossed about by different kinds of teaching that stands in
contrast to the unity of the fnathetwordsytieeyaee r ecei ved
influenced by false instruction. This false teaching here refers to the various religious philosophies that

threaten to undermine or dilute the gospel handed down to us by the apostles. (Cf. Eph 5:3-8 for one

example,. v. 6.)

Paul ' s concer n h eChristians gnowikg nto maturity. Be isifesrful ehdt centiatn kinds

of very cunning people, who are skilled at deceitful scheming, should come in and teach false doctrines

that would in turn stunt the growth of the believers.Sat an’' s aim i s to mistlead th
grounded in the teaching of the apostles. Satan uses the malicious deception of false teachers to lead

the unstable astray. This danger of the unstable being led astray reinforces and highlights the

importance of the ascended Christ giving ministers of His Word to His people. Devote yourself to being

firmly grounded i nl tt'hse naopto setnloeusg h themnostidempglsy. know t
ourselves to obeying the truth.

Make use of the opportunities we provide as a churchtoteachyout o0 o bey Chr iAadas s ¢ o mma
you study God’' s Word,kndenwhabetcenBiebtetoapgsmpl gt
in how to obey what you are learning.

In contrast to the deceitful scheming of false teachers, we grow through proclaiming the truth in love.
Notice v. 15: “But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ” (Eph 4:15 NKJV). As we proclaim the truth we are to do so in love, which rules out all deception.
Our need to love one another both begins and ends this section on maintaining unity as a church body.
We are to bear with one another in love (4:2), and here we are to speak the truth in love (4:15). Love
describes the sphere in which all our ministry is to take place.

As you proclaim truth, whether as a parent or grandparent, Sunday School teacher, or fellow believer,

proclaim the truth IN LOVE. And live a life of love that displays the truth of the gospel. By speaking the

truth in love we will grow up in every way into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ. We will mature as a

church body as God’'s truth is bei nwegrgmupicallai med i n
things into Christ as we grow in faith, knowledge, unity, and especially in this context, in love. Becoming

more like Christ is the goal of our growth. Together we are to become more and more like Christ, our

Head, the One who rules over us.

Now in the light of the fact that Christ has specially gifted you to serve His body, and has given gifted
people to equip you for ministry and help bring you to maturity, what is your responsibility?

Use your gift to help Christ’s body grow in love (4:16).

As Paul concludes this section on our unity and growing together as a church body, notice how He
summari zes what h'ronswhanahe @hole dody, joiked andl knivtagethkry what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love” (Eph 4:16 NKJV). Christ is not only the goal of our
growth as a congregation; He is also the source of our growth. He supplies all that is necessary for our
well-being, including our unity, nourishment, and progress. The body is “joined and knit together by
what every joint supplies.” These joints that join and knit the body together in particular, probably refer



to the apostles and NT prophets, Paul highlighted in v. 11 [cf. Eph 2:19-20], as well as the evangelists
and pastors and teachers Christ gave to the church to equip it for the work of ministry.

In this summarizing picture of v. 16, both the gifted people mentioned in v. 11 as well as each of us as

gi fted members have a p dheformetrare rpptesented by the jdiniser body ' s
ligaments that provide connections between the other parts of the body, while the latter have their

distinct role to play in the well-being of the whole.[ Cf . O’ B Pailietalling u8tesvhole body is

involved in this process of building, not simply those who are leaders or who have special ministries.

And Paul reminds us the body only grows as it grows in love. Paul emphasizes that the body grows as the

truth is taught and lived out in love. It is only in love that the ministry you or | do will contribute to the

building of the body. Love thus becomes a means for us to assess our true growth.[ Cf . O Brien, 31
Keep growing in your love for God and your love for one another.LetGod’ s | o waingoart i vat e
service and in reaching out to those around you with the good news of Jesus Christ.t Af t er al | , i oy

have love, what profit is all you do?

At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves learning disabled children, the father of one of the
students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who attended. After extolling the
school and its dedicated staff, he offered a question: “When not interfered with by outside influences,
everything nature does is done with perfection. Yet my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children
do. He cannot understand things as other children do. Where is the natural order of things in my son?”
The audience was stilled by the question. The father continued. “I believe, that when a child like Shay
comes into the world, AN OPPORTUNITY TO REALIZE TRUE HUMAN NATURE PRESENTS ITSELF, and it
comes, IN THE WAY OTHER PEOPLE TREAT THAT CHILD.”

Then he told the following story: Shay and his father had walked past a park where some boys Shay
knew were playing baseball. Shay asked, “Do you think they'll let me play?” Shay's father knew that
most of the boys would not want someone like Shay on their team, but the father also understood that
if his son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of belonging.

Shay's father approached one of the boys on the field and asked if Shay could play. The boy looked
around for guidance and, getting none, he took matters into his own hands and said, “We're losing by six
runs and the game is in the eighth inning. | guess he can be on our team and we'll try to put him in to bat
in the ninth inning.”

In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs but was still behind by three. In the
top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the outfield. Even though no hits came his
way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, grinning from ear to ear as his
father waved to him from the stands.

In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded,
the potential winning run was on base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.

At this juncture, do they let Shay bat and give away their chance to win the game' Surprisingly, Shay
was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible 'cause Shay didn't even know how to
hold the bat properly, much less connect with the ball.

However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so
Shay could at least be able to make contact.

The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took a few steps forward to
toss the ball softly towards Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball
right back to the pitcher.

The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shay
would have been out and that would have been the end of the game.



Instead, the pitcher took the ball and turned and threw the ball on a high arc to right field, far beyond
the reach of the first baseman. Everyone started yelling, “Shay, run to first! Run to first!” Never in his
life had Shay ever made it to first base. He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.
Everyone yelled, “Run to second, run to second!”

By the time Shay rounded first base, the right fielder had the ball. He could have thrown the ball to the
second-baseman for the tag, but he understood the pitcher's intentions and intentionally threw the ball
high and far over the third-baseman's head. Shay ran toward second base as the runners ahead of him
deliriously circled the bases toward home. Shay reached second base, the opposing shortstop ran to
him, turned him in the direction of third base, and shouted, “Run to third!” As Shay rounded third, the
boys from both teams were screaming, “Shay, run home!” Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate,
and was cheered as the hero who hit the “grand slam” and won the game for his team. “That day,” said
the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, “the boys from both teams helped bring a piece of
true love and humanity into this world.”

Our body only grows as it grows in love. Each person is important to our growth as a body. You are

valuable to us. Christ has given you grace, a gift to use to serve. At the Welcome Center we should have

copies of our ministry booklet that explain many of our ministries as a church. Look it over, ask God,

“How would you have me serve this body.” Christ has specially gifted you to serve this body of

believers. Don’'t have an inferiority complex about how
More than being willing to go where God will take you is realizing that He can help you overcome

whatever limitations you bring to the effort. In faithfulness there is spiritual strength. Go wherever God

leads, knowing He will supply whatever you lack. Use your gift!

mhorder to have a gift to use to serve Christ’s bo

you. The Bible makes it clear that all of wus far
death, separation from God. But God loved us so much that He sent His one and only son, Jesus Christ,
who as fully God and fully man, died on the cross

acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice by yoathegiftafg Hi m f
forgiveness and eternal life for all who will recognize they are sinners, separated from God, and put their

trust in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of their sins. Would you like to receive the gift of eternal

life God offers? | ’* m gtp tedd bs in a prayer of salvation as we close you can use to express to God

that you are trusting in Christ. Please understand that saying a prayer has never saved anyone. Prayer is

only the means by which you tell God that you are trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior.

“Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. Nothing that | am or do makes me deserving of heaven. | believe
Jesus Christ died for me and rose from the grave. Right now | trust Jesus Christ alone as my Savior. | am
not trusting in my good life, my best efforts, my baptism, or my church membership to take me to
heaven. | am trusting Christ alone to save me. Thank you for the forgiveness and everlasting life | now
have. Help me to live a life from this day forward that says ‘thank you’ for what You have just given me.
I'n Jesus’ ” name. Amen.



