Resurrection Power
Ephesians 3:20-21

Easter is the most important day in our Christian faith. Easter is more than the Easter bunny. Easter is
more than ham in the oven. Easter is more than a pretty dress or hat. Without a literal resurrection of
Christ we would be without hope. This truth was recently brought out in a most unlikely place.

During a recent trip to Portland, Oregon, noted atheist, Christopher Hitchens, laid down some seriously
good theology. Most people recognize Hitchens as the author of the bestselling book God Is Not Great:
Why Religion Poisons Everything. Since the book's publication in 2007, Hitchens has toured the country
debating a series of religious leaders, including some well-known evangelical thinkers. In Portland he
was interviewed by Unitarian minister Marilyn Sewell. The entire transcript of the interview has been
posted online. The following exchange took place near the start of the interview:

Sewell stated: The religion you cite in your book is generally the fundamentalist faith of various kinds.
I'm a liberal Christian, and | don't take the stories from the Scripture literally. | don't believe in the
doctrine of atonement (that Jesus died for our sins, for example). Do you make any distinction between
fundamentalist faith and liberal religion?

Listen to how Hitchens replied: | would say that if you don't believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ
and Messiah, and that he rose again from the dead and by his sacrifice our sins are forgiven, you're
really not in any meaningful sense a Christian.”

Sewell wanted no part of that discussion so her next words are, "Let me go someplace else."

This little snippet demonstrates an important point about religious "God-talk." You can call yourself
anything you like, but if you don't believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross for our sins
and then rose from the dead, you are not "in any meaningful sense" a Christian. An outspoken atheist
grasps the central tenet of Christianity better than some professing Christians do. What you believe

about Jesus Christ really does make a difference. [Cf. Dr. Ray Pritchard, "Christopher Hitchens Gets it Exactly Right,"
KeepBelieving.com (2-1-10); http://preachingtoday.com/illustrations/weekly/10-03-29/7032910.html accessed 3/31/10]

Believing that Jesus Christ rose from the dead and that God’s resurrection power is at work within us
should encourage our faith. Your faith will be strengthened as you consider theall-s uf f i ci ency of
resurrection power that works within you.

Paul ends the first half of the book of Ephesians as he began it—with a note of worship and praise of the
God who not only initiated our salvation (choosing us in Christ before the foundation of the world), but
also is the final goal of our salvation, to be like God (filled with all the fullness of God). God has been so
gracious to us! The Father chose us! (cf. 1:3-6); the Son redeemed us (1;7-12), and the Spirit sealed us
(1:13-14). We who were dead are now made alive (2:1-10). We who were separated from God, have
now been brought near through Christ’s sacrificial death (2:11-22). Paul recognized that keeping grateful
hearts for God’s mercy and grace helps motivate us to seek to live a life that pleases the Lord.

God has done so much for us, yet difficult circumstances we or loved ones go through can cause us to
lose heart. In the midst of the trials of life we lose sight of God’s love in Christ. We may feel weak and
vulnerable in the face of difficulties. We become discouraged under difficult circumstances, or threats to
our well-being.

Furthermore Paul knew that in order for us to live up the high calling God calls us to we need to be
strengthened through Christ’s Spirit, so that we might experience the generous love of Christ. We need
to be strong in our faith and trust in God.


http://preachingtoday.com/illustrations/weekly/10-03-29/7032910.html

Paul was concerned that the Ephesian believers not lose heart because of his sufferings in prison for the
cause of Christ (cf. 3:13; cf. 3:1; 6:18-23). Paul is concerned that the Ephesian believers might be
ashamed of him and the gospel because of the persecution he undergoes by the Roman government,
that same government that ruled over the Ephesians.

Paul helps us contemplate the all-sufficiency of God’s power that works within us, to encourage us in
our faith. God knows we need to be strong in our faith in God for the work and duty to which God calls
us. As we exercise faith in God we experience the power of Christ’s presence in our lives, strengthening
us by His Spirit.

Now as Paul concludes his prayer he gives praise to God in a short spontaneous statement that reminds
us that God’s resurrection power is already working in us and that God can do infinitely more than we
ask or imagine!

For the Scripture reading this morning please turn with me in your Bibles to Eph 3:20-21.

How can your faith be strengthened so you have the power you need for what you face?

Strengthen your faith in God by considering the ALL-SUFFICIENCY%f
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How can you strengthen your faith? Consider the all-sufficiency of God’s resurrection power that works

within you. As you contemplate the fact that God’s power can meet your every need your faith is

strengthened. Because God’s resurrection power works within you, God can meet your every need! Be

encouraged in your faith! God can abundantly meet your every need because God’s resurrection power

works within you.

Paul encourages us to join him in praise and worship to God whose resurrection power works powerfully
in us. Notice again v. 20: “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in us, ” (Eph 3:20, NKJV)

Paul shows us the greatness of God’s power to meet our every need by the build-up of the thought
reflected in what he says here in Eph 3:20. God can do what you ask in prayer. God is able to do what
you may fail to ask, but what you think. God is able to do all you ask or think. God is able to do ABOVE all
you ask or think. God is able to do ABUNDANTLY above all you ask or think. God is able to do INFINITELY
more abundantly above all you ask or think. And what’s more, Paul says, this inexpressible power is at
work within us!

Paul has just reminded us in our prayer that it through our faith in God, Christ dwells in our hearts and
the Spirit strengthens us inwardly. Now God encourages us to trust Him through Paul’s statement of
praise that reminds us that God has the power to do infinitely more than we ask or think.

What is the power that is working in us? Paul described the power at work in us back in Eph 1:19-21.
There he had prayed that we might know: “What is the incomparable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense strength. ** This power he exercised in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms ' far above
every rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the one to come” (Eph 1:19-21 NET).

This resurrection power energized the ministry of the apostle Paul, who proclaimed this mystery of the
gospel (cf. 3:7-8). This same resurrection power that is at work in Christ (1:20) is at work in us!



What proof do we have that God’s resurrection power works in us? Once we were spiritually dead
because of our disobedience and our many sins. Our sin separated us from God. None of us measure up
to God’s perfection. All of us are sinners.

Even that sweet dear infant or child is a sinner in need of a Savior. | think of my little four month old
granddaughter, Ellie (no pictures today J ), and as sweet and innocent as she may seem, she is still born
into this world as a sinner. She inherited a sin nature from her parents, who inherited them from their
parents, all the way back to Adam. All of us are sinners.

We were spiritually dead but God by His grace has made us spiritually alive! And now we, who were
formerly separated from God, are God’s temple, God’s dwelling place! God’s power that converted us
continues to work within us, to strengthen us inwardly, so we know more of God’s unconditional love
and become more like Christ in our attitudes and actions.

How does Paul encourage us to trust God? Paul reminds us: “God’s mighty power works within you!”
Whatever circumstances you face this morning, whatever temptations may threaten to draw you away
from intimacy with Christ, whatever challenges in serving the Lord are before you, God is able to meet
your every need! God’s resurrection power that made you spiritually alive continues to work within you!
God is at work within you. Because God can do infinitely more than you ask or think, trust God to meet
your every need. Strengthen your faith in God by considering the all-sufficiency of God’s resurrection
power that works within us. God is at work in a way that is far in excess of anything you can request in
your prayers or even imagine.

Our God is the powerful One, who can accomplish incredibly great deeds on behalf of us, His people.
God the Father brings every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places to realization among us (cf. Eph
1:3ff).

I've enjoyed watching the Discover Series titled “Life.” While | disagree with the evolutionary dogma it
espouses | have loved seeing the breathtaking photography of God’s creation. From small seahorses in
the ocean, to giant elephants God'’s creatively in creation is amazing! Is anything too hard for God!

Through Paul’s praise here in Eph 3:20-21 we are reminded: there is no limit to what God can do. God
can strengthen you inwardly through His Spirit so you have the endurance you need in the challenges
you face. You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you. As Paul testifies in Philippians 4:12-
13: “I have experienced times of need and times of abundance. In any and every circumstance | have
learned the secret of contentment, whether | go satisfied or hungry, have plenty or nothing. | am able to
do all things through the one who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:12—-13, The NET). Say that with me: “I|
am able to do all things through the one who strengthens me.”

Do you believe that? Do you believe God can restore your love for your spouse? Do you believe God can
strengthen and help you as you juggle the various responsibilities of life? Do you believe God can help
you be victorious over temptations you face? Is anything too hard for God?

God can abundantly meet your every need! Are you facing financial stress and worries? Jesus promises,
“Put me first and my kingdom and | will see that your basic needs are met. If | can about the flowers of
the field and the birds of the air, don’t | care about you so much more! (Cf. Matt 6:19-34.)

Do you have trouble being bold in your witness for Christ? God is able to give you the boldness you need
to identify with Christ and proclaim the good news that Christ died for our sins and rose again the third
day!

What difference does God’s resurrection power make in your live? Your faith grows stronger as you
consider the all-sufficiency of God'’s resurrection power that works within you. God provides what we



need for us to glorify Him in any and all situations. Secondly, because God’s resurrection power works
within you, and in appreciation for God saving you:

Live your life for the glory of God (Eph 3:21).

You can live your live for the Lord because God’s resurrection power works within you. Notice v. 21: “To
Him [i.e., God] be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Eph
3:21, NKJV). Live your life for the glory of God by devoting yourself to the mission Christ gave us as a
church. Because God’s resurrection power is at work with us, you can fulfill God’s purpose in saving you
and bring glory to God. Paul gives this statement of praise to God here in Eph 3:20-21 just before he
begins exhorting us how to live in light of our calling. Our worship and praise for what God has done for
us, and the knowledge that God’s power is at work within us, should motivate us to seek to fulfill God’s
purpose for our lives. Our response to God’s resurrection power within us should be to give praise and
worship to God and fulfill God’s purpose for our lives and Christ’s mission as a church.

***We can fulfill our mission as a church because God’s resurrection power works within us. We glorify
God as we fulfill our mission. “God is glorified in the life and mission of the church. . . . Just as God will
show forth his overwhelming wealth of grace to coming ages (2:7), so in and through the church and
Christ, glory will be given to God for all coming generations and ages.” [cf. Neufeld, Ephesians, 164].

We can fulfill Christ’s mission for us as a church (to seek the lost and equip the found) because we can
go to God with boldness and confidence, requesting the power, knowledge, love, and fullness of God’s
presence we need.

How can you live for God’s glory? Earlier in the book of Ephesians Paul told us that God chose us in
Christ that we would be holy and unblemished in His sight in love (Eph 1:4). Are you living a holy and
unblemished life in love? Are you turning away from known sin? Are you confessing your sins (cf. 1 John
1:9).

God’s purpose is that we might do the good works He’s prepared for us (Eph 2:10). God saved us so that
we might live a life of good works that He has already planned for us. Are you living a life of good works?
Are you living for the glory of God?

Now just think: The same power that raised Christ from the dead is at work within you. Our God is the
powerful One (cf. Rom. 16:25; Jude 24-25), who can accomplish incredibly great deeds on our behalf.
God can take us with our hearts that our inclined to go our own way, and create within us a desire to
live our lives for His honor and for His glory. God can help you overcome sinful habits. God can help you
live life reflecting His agenda.

God can help you experience the marvel of Christ’s unconditional love for you. God knows you better
than you know yourself, and yet He still loves you! Even with all our failures, with our weaknesses, Christ
loves us! And Christ loves us enough to empower and strengthen us so that by His grace we can put off
the old person we were without Christ, and help us put on the new person we are in Christ Jesus! God
can do the impossible in and through us!

Don’t put limits on what God can do in and through your life. Our tendency to think, “l can never
change.” “I can never break this pattern of sin.” “This is just the way | am.” Or, “My spouse will never
change.” We put limits on what God can do in and through us. Perhaps you have been challenged to
serve in a new area of ministry, and you say to yourself, “I could never do that.” God canin and
through you, what you cannot do on your own. So that you become a marvel of God’s grace.

Our family watched with fascination a segment of the television program 60 minutes we had taped
March 14 (2010). Reporter Lesly Stahl interviewed a masterful musician, Derek Paravicini. Derek, now 30
years old, was born premature at 25 weeks, weighing 1 % pounds. As a result of the oxygen therapy



required to save his life, Derek lost his sight, and his development was affected also. It soon became
apparent Derek had severe learning difficulties. With Derek’s developmental disorders however, God
blessed Derek with a rare and brilliant island of talent in a sea of profound disability.

The skills that make Derek so exceptional are his ability to instantly call up any piece of music he’s ever
heard. But it isn’t just that. Derek can transform them effortlessly and seamlessly into the styles of
different musicians.

Adam Ockleford, his piano teacher now for these past twenty-five years, notes, “It’s like he’s got
libraries of different pieces and styles in his head. It’s like he can whip out a piece book and a style book
in his head and bring them together, so that they jump and explode from the piano.

Derek’s progress has been astounding. In benefit concerts in which he’s raised millions for charities, as
well as in ministering to the elderly in retirement homes, Derek will take requests with a twist. He will
play the request in any key they choose and in any style. And in spite of his great musical talent, Derek’s
real love is people. Music is Derek’s way to minister and connect with people. His father notes, “People
say good comes out of bad, and it certainly has in Dereck’s case. He’s done more good than most of us
will ever do.”

Now the same God who gave Derek this immense musical talent and has allowed him to develop it, the
God who can do immeasurable beyond what we ask or think, the God who raised Christ from the dead
and seated Him in the heavenly realms works in you! There is no limit to what God can do! The Greek
word Paul uses . [Gk. Uniepekmnieploocol, hupekperissou. BAGD, 840] stresses the idea: God can do
infinitely more than we can ask or think!

[Conclusion ]

The God who raised you from spiritual death to spiritual life is powerfully at work within you! Whatever
situation has you overwhelmed this morning: concern for a loved one; temptation to despair; know that
God can fully meet your need! TRUST GOD! Strengthen your faith in God by considering the all-
sufficiency of God’s resurrection power that works within us. Keep looking in faith to the Lord. By faith
seek to be obedient to God’s Word! God is faithful. He will see you through whatever hardships you
face. Trust Him!

Trust God as you seek to live for His glory, as you seek to fulfill God’s purpose for your life! As a church
let’s trust God relying on His strength as we seek to fulfill Christ’s mission to seek the lost and equip the
found. Let’s go to God with boldness and confidence, requesting the power, knowledge, love, and
fullness of God’s presence we need.

Be assured, God can meet your every need. Whatever situation you face God is able to meet your need.
But you must respond to Him with faith. Trust God and His Word to lead and guide you.

God will help you fulfill His calling for your life. With God’s power you can be bold in your witness for
Christ. You can lovingly seek to represent Christ and proclaim the good news of Christ’s death and
resurrection to your co-workers, neighbors, and others around you.

[Salvation:] In order for God’s resurrection power to work within you, you must be a Christian. And
what you believe about Christ makes all the difference in the world. As even the atheist Christopher
Hitchens noted: If you don't believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ and Messiah, and that he rose
again from the dead and by his sacrifice our sins are forgiven, you're really not in any meaningful sense a
Christian.”



Do you recognize your hopelessness apart from Christ? Do you recognize your sin has separated you
from God? Do you recognize to be forgiven and spend eternity with God, you must repent of your sins
and trust in Christ alone as your Savior?

Are you trusting in your own abilities to earn acceptance with God, or are you trusting in the death of
Christ to pay for your sins, and the resurrection of Christ to give you new life? On a scale of 0 to 100
percent, how sure are you that you would spend eternity with God if you died today?

An answer of less than 100 percent may indicate you are trusting, at least in part, in yourself. You may
be thinking, L &y Q0 A G ylf dING® Fekceyitsured IRdeed, it would be arrogance if you were
trusting in yourself—your abilities, your actions, and good deeds—to earn your salvation. However, if
you are no longer trusting in your own efforts, but in the all-sufficient payment of Christ, then 100
percent certainty is a response of humility and thankfulness, not arrogance.

Reflect on a second question: If you were to die today and stand before God, and He were to ask you,
“Why should | let you into heaven?” what would you tell Him? Would you mention your abilities, church
attendance, kindness to others, Christian service, abstinence from a particular sin, or some other good
deed? Paul wrote to Titus: “When the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, *°
He saved us not by works of righteousness that we have done but on the basis of his mercy, through the
washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4-5 NET).

We must give up our own efforts to achieve a right standing with God, and instead believe Christ’s death
and resurrection alone are sufficient to pay for our sin and separation from God.

Perhaps you have intellectually believed that Jesus Christ lived 2,000 years ago, performed miracles,
died on the cross, and was raised from the dead. Perhaps you have even felt close to God at times in
your life. But biblical faith is more than intellectual assent or warm emotions.

Consider the analogy of a wedding: An engaged couple may intellectually know they want to marry each
other, and probably feel very close to one another, but until they willfully say, “I do” to each other, they
are not married. Many people are at this point in their relationship with Christ. They need to say, / do to
Him.

If there is any question about whether you have conclusively accepted Christ’s sacrificial death to pay
for the wrath you deserve for your sins think about God’s love and forgiveness He offers. Then respond
by trusting in Christ and accepting His payment for your sins. As we bow for prayer: You can use this
prayer to express your faith:

“Lord Jesus, | need You. | want You to be my Savior and Lord. | accept Your death on the cross as the
complete payment for my sins. Thank You for forgiving me and for giving me new life. Help me to grow
in my understanding of Your love and power so that my life will bring honor to you. Amen.”

Jesus has promised to be with you when you are at your lowest. He will be with you till the end of this
life. God will usher you into a heavenly home with Him for eternity. Why? Because we know Jesus as our
Savior and Sinbearer. We are trusting in Jesus Christ who died for us and rose again the third day.

[Prayer] Father, Help each person know that your power is able to meet their every need. Help each of
us to show our faith in your by obeying your Word. Strengthen our faith as we contemplate the all-
sufficiency of your mighty power, that works powerfully within us! Thank you Father for your powerful
work in raising us from spiritual death to spiritual life, and that now we are your dwelling place!



