God’s Majestic Purposes in Christ (Part 2):
Glorify God by Fulfilling Your Spiritual Potential

Ephesians 1:15-23 CBC 11/22/09

ENGAGE (Cf. Hughes, Ephesians]: Just before World War Il in the town of Itasca, Texas, a school fire

took the lives of 263 children. There was scarcely a family in town that was not touched by this

horrifying tragedy. During the war Itasca remained without school facilities. But when the war ended,

the town, like many others, began to expand and in fact built a new school that featured what was
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guide citizens and visitors on tours of the new facility to show them the finest, most advanced sprinkler
system technology could supply and money could buy. Never again would Itasca be visited by such a
tragedy. With the postwar boom the town continued to grow, and seven years later it was necessary to
enlarge the school T and in adding the new wing_it was discovered the sprinkler system had NEVER

BEEN CONNECTED.

What an incredible story! Its folly strains our belief. Yet, alas, it is a parable of what has happened in so
many of our lives as Christians. There is untold power available for every one of us in Christ, but so

many of us never hook up, and our lives are thus powerless. We lackthered 2 f S 46S ySSR G2 R
will.
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fruitful life for the Lord. All of us have weaknesses, dark sides that need to tamed, strongholds that

need to be broken. We can tend to vacillate, lack resolve in doing what we need to do. Too often we
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FOCUS: This morning we are going to be reminded of the incredible power God has made available for
us, His people, to accomplish His work in and through us.

SET THE STAGE biblically: Paul closes the first chapter of Ephesians with a prayer that we might know
what we have in Christ! God wants us to grasp the wonder of His majestic purposes in His Son and

understand His purpose for us in Christ. God wants us to understand our spiritual potential and the
great power He makes available to us. God sees what we are going to be!

PREVIEW: God invites you and me to share His vision of ourselves. As we see ourselves as God sees us
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and now. The more you understand what you have in Christ, the better perspective and greater
endurance you have to face present trials and hardships. Aswe noted last week, just as we may open
a gift and appreciate it, there are some gifts that the more you begin to enjoy the gift you realize, & 2 S f €
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Then Paul prays that we would understand and appreciate more fully  f £ G KIF 1 Q& Ay @2t OSR
salvation. And that means that we would have a deeper knowledge of God. That means you come to

this surprising conclusion that God takes great value in you as a saved person. And then that you

reflect on what the real power was that God exerted in the events related to the resurrection and the

exaltation of Christ.

Look with me at the power God has made available to us. For our Scripture reading this morning we are
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[ SF RSNY & C daddusé Ikavesheatd B yodr faighin the Lord Jesus and your love for all the
saints | do not cease to give thanks for you when | remember you in my prayers.

ALL: | pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and
revelation in your growing knowledge of Him

Leader: ¢ since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened ¢

ALL: so that you may know what is the hope of his calling,

Leader: what is the wealth of His glorious inheritance in the saints

ALL: and what is the incomparable greatness of His power toward us who believe,

Leader: as displayed in the exercise of His immense strength.

ALL: This power he exercised in Christ when He raised Him from the dead

Leader: and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms

ALL: far above every rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named,
Leader: not only in this age but also in the one to come.

ALL: And God put all things undef K NJeati Q &

Leader: and He gave Him to the church as head over all things.

ALL: Now thechurchis| A& 02 Re&é3X (GKS Fdzf f ySaa 22FNET).BlakSWDE 2 FAf f &

TRANS: Now turn with me in your Bibles to the book of Ephesians chapter 1:18 (p. 1038). Paul is
concerned that the Ephesian Gentile believers grow in experiencing three different aspects of their
salvation. Paul prays we might comprehend three areas of strategic potential. God wants you and me to
know (1) the hope to which He has called us, (2) the rich inheritance that He possesses in us, and (3) the
mighty power by which He energizes us. These are all aspects of the mighty salvation that has been won
for us in Christ.
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SALVATION WORKIN YOU (Eph 1:18b).
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God wants you and me to be aware of the hope we can enjoy as a result of His bringing us into
relationship with Himself. | A @S A GK SELISOGIyOes yidAOALI GAy3a D2RC
you! & 6S tAQS GAGK GKS FdzidaNBE K2LIS 2F SyGdSNAy3a GKS
3:2-3)), this encourages us to prepare ourselves by living a purified lifestyle now.

Trans: The second petition Paul makes for us is that we would grow in our knowledge of the wealth of
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completing His salvation work in us. Also:
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(Eph 1:18c).

God takes greatvalueinyouasasavedperson. t I dzf Q&4 &SO2y R LISGAGAZ2Y F2N (K
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wants us to understand the wealth of His glorious inheritanceinus! ¢ 2 6 S D2 RQ& AY&KSNR G y(
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entering into possession of us, His people, the Church from Jews and Gentiles. How grateful we should

be for the immense privilege it is to be among thesesaints.[ A S GAGK | dadzN» yOST @2dz
possession! God takes great value in you as a saved person!

TRANS/REIT: Now the third thing Paul prays for is that as believers we would appreciate more fully the

supreme powerof God.[ S G Q& 3 MNddwiedge §f the PMANER of God toward us who believe. Live

with expectancy,F YU AOA LI 0AYy3 D2RQ& O2YLX SGAyLFewitha al f gF GA2
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LIVE WITH CONFIDENCE, KNOWING THE SAME POWER THAT RAISED
CHRIST FROM THE DEAD IS AT WORK WITHIN YOU (Eph 6:19-21).

Live with dependency on God, knowing that the same power that raised Christ from the dead and

seated Him at the right hand of God the Father is at work withinyou. ThesourcS 2 ¥ 2 dzNJ & 4 NSy 3 i K
LI26SN [ ABS Ay G(GKS &0NBy3IdK 2F D2RQa LRSSN®D [ A0S
GKS ¢l NBySaa GKI G D2 RBdamejdwetthat rdisdd Chriffromthe deddS F2 NJ &
FYR &SI G4SR | fih¥ndis availdble tB édable Yail tallite a life pleasing to God, and help us
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Paul prays we would appreciate more fully the supreme power of God that was demonstrate in the
resurrection of Jesus and the subsequent events related to the glorification of our Lord. Paul prays that
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19-21. Paul prays we would know: & 2 K isttie exceeding greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him
from the dead and seated Himat His right hand in the heavenly places21 far above all principality and
power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that
GKAOK Aa (2 200KWSE O9LIK MYM®D

Our relationship with Christ gives us access to His power! We need to realize the power we have in
Christ (1:19-21) and appropriate that power (cf. Eph 6:10-20). We are involved in the battle between
D2R YR {lFdlFly® hyté o6& D2RQ&a LR6SNI YR LNRGSOlUAZY

ILL: A very young boy was fascinated by a bubbling mud pool, the result of geothermal activity. On

moving to another spot and seeing no bubbles there, the little boy remarked, d b 2 6 | (He&d¥do S a K ¢
accustomed to his electronic toys that he attributed even natural phenomena to battery power! As

Christians we can make a similar mistaket we look to our own puny power to live righteous lives. But

the high moral and ethical standards of a holy God prove impossible to live up to. The result is joyless
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dead and seated Him at Hisright hand inthe hel @Sy f & LX I OSaé¢ o0@dunovod ¢KS LIR2g
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2008.] The extent of the power available to us has been demonstrated in what God has already done

in Christ, particularly in raising him from the dead and exalting him. [Cf. Lincoln, Ephesians51.] Paul

uses four words for power. SLIDE: Fourwordd T2 NJ Gt 26 S20EF Ay 9LIK MYmMy

1 dunamis:inherent power; ability to accomplish something

f energeiab y' S Nio&;linherent strength or power

9 kratos:strength, dominion; the power to rule or control, or overcome what stands in the way
9 ischusmight, strength; the exercise of power [BLANK SLIDE]
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similarity. Paul is doing what is done in the Hebrew Scriptures. Paul piles up synonyms in order to make

something more stunning than asinglewordwoulddo.{ 2 t I dzf &l &a Ay @d mMpZI da¢K
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His mighty [kratos power [ischu$ t those are two differentwordst ¢ 6 KA OK | SYBRBHREJEFR o

verb form of energeid A y /| WRawlusesifodradifferent words in the translation that describe the

power of God. SLIDE: 6 ¢ KS S E OS S RA y Power [ifnkaniiga@arding t@the worling

[energeid of His mighty [kratog] power [ischu® ¢ ¢ KA OK 9 ySS NdEeIMip Biif ofénergeid
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And the power of God was seen in the resurrection and exaltation of Christ. But in the flow of those
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raising Christ from the dead and seating Him at His right hand is the power at work within us who

believe! So that the resurrection and exalting of Jesus has its own value, that has its own significance. It
stands by itself. But the resurrection and exalting of Jesus is also something that is us-ward. And thali Q &
the enormity of the Gospel.
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people and what they say about what they have in Christ. [Cf. Allen, DTS note}.
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God has done so many things for us. What God has done for us though is for the praise of His glory® ¢
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has such a focus on people that He will do things that bring glory to Himself, but also show His

involvement in people.
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and made us alive together with Christ! God has raised us up with Christ and seated us with Christ in the
heavenly realms!

God makes His power available to you and me to help us have victory over sin in our lives. As we are
AONBY3IGKSYSR 060& D2RQ& LRggSNI S OFly ale abz2é¢ G2 aa
wrong thinking keep us trapped in sinful habits.

ILL: Recently | heard about an office worker that thought he was locked in a closet. Those on the

outside had made a big scene about getting a big enough chair to jam under the door knob to keep him
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something Pastor Rob would do! J ) The only problem was a husky football like player on the opposing

team happened to come in early and happened to open the closet. So when he saw the opposing player

there he immediately shut the door, jammed his body against it so the opposing playercouf Ry Qi 3ISi 2 dz
waited for reinforcements. He then made a big scene about having his teammate get a chair to wedge
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doorknob. They stepped back to see how long before the opposing player tried to open the door. They
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After a few minutes the person who was sitting on a chair outside the closet left the player inside the
unlocked closet and went back to his desk for an appointment. During his appointment he hears noises
in the ceiling. The person in the closet had lifted up the ceiling tile and was making his way along
overhead.

The door was unlocked, he had the power he needed to get out, but in his mind he was convinced the
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any circumstance. *** | have experienced times of need and times of abundance. In any and every

circumstance | have learned the secret of contentment, whether | go satisfied or hungry, have plenty or

nothing. *** 1 am able to do all things through the One who strengthens me. “** Nevertheless, you did
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APPL: Paul is going to go on to say that we have been raised with Christ and seated with Him in the

heavenly realms (cf. Eph 2:5-6)! Christ was raised with power (cf. Rom1:4),4 2 (22 D2RQa L} 4 SNJI
NI AaSR / KNA&adG FNRBY (GKS RSFIR FyR SEFtGSR 1 AYZ A& |
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children ** and live in love, just as Christ also lovedus Y R 3 @S KA Ya SANET). F2NJ dzaé¢ 09

¢w! b{Y b2g¢g tldxd YSyliAzya 020K tHeceduite@iondfleaus, / KNR A (0 Qa
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2T /| KNAAaGQ& Othe@stehsihi of Jasa Sndl thdxbrification Jf kesus and the eternal

adoration of Jesus, where Jesus is put over every ruler and authority and power and dominion, and

every name that is named for all eternity.
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He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places21 far above all

principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but

also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all thingsunder His feet, and gave Him to behead over all
thingstothechurch,236 KA OK A& | A4 02Reé>X (KS Fdz t-38BKdvVE 2F | AY |

God the Father has seated Christ at the placeofhonor. C2 NJ / KNA ad G2 o06S &SIFGSR I
hand means that Christ exercises power on behalf of God the Father and holds a position of supreme

honor. LY GKS h¢ D2RQa NAIKIG KIFYyR Pa80:MBerlBpSy i SR a
victory (Ps 20:6; 44:3; 48:10; Isa 41:10), and of power (Exod 15:6; Ps 89:13; Isa 48:13). [Cf. NET notes on

Ps110:1; Lincoln, Ephesians; H @8 { [ L59Y ¢KS ! FGSNXI GK 2F [/ KNRAGQa

x  His ascension



x  His glorification
x  His eternal exaltation
1 over every power
1 over every authority
9 over every dominion [BLANK SLIDE]
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the heavenly realms far above every rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also theonetocoYS¢ 069 LK MYHnNn b9¢ O d
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international events rages supernatural conflict invisible to human eyes. We know this fact from the

book of Daniel. When the Jewish prophet Daniel struggled because God revealed Israel would

experience trouble for a prolonged time after the Babylonian Captivity, God sent a heavenly being to

minister to [Daniel]. That being came to Daniel on the first day of his struggle; but an evil angel (the
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came to help him. The heavenly being was sent to give Daniel an understanding of what would happen

to Israel in the latter days (Dan 10:1-17). He told Daniel that , after revealing to him what God has
LINBgNRGGSY O2yOSNYyAYy3a GKS TFdzidzNB>X KS g2dzZ R NB G dzNy
he would fight against the Prince of Greece. Thus, when Medo-Persia would fall to Greece, the prince of

Persia would be replaced by another evil, angelic princet the prince of Greece, whom Satan would

assign to the new kingdom of world dominion to influence its policies against Israel (Dan 10:18-Mm MY M0 & €
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The belief that what happens among these angelic beings in heaven affects what happens among the

nations on earth is reflected, for example, in Dan 10:13, 20. An unnamed angel appears to Daniel and

alreéay w{[L598 ®dflth dn§dEhSoRRErsiaiwks Sppdsigdng/Ta Sventy-one days. But

Michael, one of the leading princes, came to help me, because | was leftthere g A § K G KS 1 Ay3a 27
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prince of Persia. When 1 go,thepNA y OS 2 F DNBSOS Aa O2YAy3IQ¢ 651 yASt
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beings who oppose such evil spirits as the princes of Persia and Greece. Thus Daniel 10 gives us a brief
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Now here in Eph 1:21 Paul makes clear that Christ cannot be viewed as on the same level as other
angelicLJl2 6 SNBA Ay G(GKS 02aYAO0 KASNI NOKeéod / KNR&aGQa SEIf
Ephesians%33.]

Paul talks about Christ being seated far above principalities and powers and might and dominion. Again,
this is a showering of words, ofsynoy @ Ya ® t | dzf NBFSNER (2 Fy3ISt A0 SyudaaAid’
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especially).

Apparently in the heavenly sphere, there are spiritual entities that if we knew about them, we
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spiritual battles that are being fought all around us all the time. But what this passage does is to give us

confidence that far and above, all of the entities that may fill the heavens, there is Christ in the
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ever be a challenge to Him. And ALL things are put under His feet. Psalm 110 says that will be done and

this passage seems to say it has been done. So | put those together and say that this passage is speaking

of a sort of the way a Hebrew Bible does in the prophetic perfect, when everything is as it ought to be

thenallthA Yy 34 gAff 6S i GKS FSSiG 27F . [CKAGDUSMot¢s2 (K GQa
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all thingsto the church, 23 whichis Hisbody, thefdzf t ySaad 2F |1 AY @gKZ23NKWE f & | f €
God put all things undef K NJeatar@ &od gave Christ to the church as head over all things. The

whole universe, heaven and earth, cosmic powers and human beings, is seen as being under the exalted

Christ. Therefore we need not fear anyone! The authority and power anyone has, comes from God, and
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astonishing! This is why Paul prays that there would be increasing knowledge and understanding, a

perception of what it really means to be a member of the church, which is the Body of Christ. ALL the

supremacy and power God has given to Christ, He has given to be used on behalf of the Church. SLIDE

(Patti can you picture this also): God wants you and me to recognize the specialrole 5 S K| @S Ay D2R
purpose for the world. [BLANK SLIDE]

Not only does God provide what we each need individually, God also provides what we need as a church
body. Paul tells us that Christ fills the church fully with His power and presence. As a church we are
/| KNAaGQa o02ReX ai0KS FdzZfySaa 2F | AY 6K2 FAtfa Fff

[CONCLUSION:] APPL: As we look at the work God has for us to do as a church, seeking the lost and

equipping the found, we do this dependent on Christ. When Christ commissioned His disciples (and by
SEGSy&aArzy @& 2 dndmakddiscplBsiof allingtiond, Bagtizing them in the name of the

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,**G S OKAyYy 3 (KSY (G2 20S& SOSNEBOKAY:
(Matt28:19-h 1 b9 ¢ 0= |'S RAR a2 A YALAMTHORDRinhéabeh and od darthil St £ A y 3
has been given to me. . . And REMEMBER [Jesus says], IAMWITHYoOU! [ 2! {3 (G2 (GKS SyR 2
(Matt 28:18, 20 NET).
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His church. God has given the exalted Christ to us, His body.



Even though you may be the only Christian in your workplace (or one of only a handful of Christians) you
Oy tA@S O2yFARSyGftes 1y26Ay3 DReépShningladgktlBforkhd a & 2 NJ
Lord!

ILL: | was encouraged to read in our Nov prayerupdate ¢ 2 Y | y R WS lupflatesdgaddingthey Q &
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Gospel of John door to door. Ever since Tom has had no other barber. He used to be a heavy drinker,
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then he was open to Christian witness.
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would always hang up. Occasionally he would refer to one of the Bible texts.
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of the virgin and other saints. He stopped drinking and lost all his so-called friends. Cristobal began

seeking to regain the confidence of his family.
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what it meant to give oneself to Christ, a customer came into the shop. This man had been converted
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out your responsibilities at work, at home, keep praying for and seeking the lost, as Jesus did when He

was here on earth. Keep equipping those who have come to faith in Christ and publicly identify with

Christ through baptism. And remember, Jesus is with us always!
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Timothy who was serving at the church in Ephesus, warns Timothy that some within the Ephesian
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For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient

to parents, ungrateful, unholy, ** unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, savage,

opposed to what is good, ** treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving pleasure rather than loving God. **

They will maintain the outward appearance of religion but will have repudiated its power. So avoid

LIS2 LJX S f (R Tin$3:1-6 MEH.FBBANK SLIDE]

Paul warns about certain professing believers at Ephesus who enjoy the outward expressions of the

Christian faith and assume that the practice of these visible manifestations of religion is sufficient. But
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common among the heathen, and as a result their very lives deny the very power of the religious faith

that they profess. [Cf. Arichea & Hatton, A Handbook on Paul's letters to Timothy and to TR4.]
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These are people who have strayed from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith, and have
turned away to empty discussion (cf. 1 Tim 1:5-11).
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strength God makes available to help us be victorious over adverse circumstances and to remain faithful

to the Lord?
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traditions. Do you truly trust in Christ alone for your salvation? (If not will you turn from your sin and

trust in Christ alone who died for you and rose again the third day.)
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