
God’s Majestic Purposes in Christ (Part 1): 

 Glorify God by Fulfilling Your Spiritual Potential  

Ephesians 1:15-23   CBC 11/15/09 a.m.  

 Dennis and Tana Martin ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ōŀōȅΦέ  Elaina Alanis was born on Sunday 

December 14th at 1:09 pm. She weighed 1 lb 3.5 oz. and was 11.5 inches long! Her mom, Tana, wrote on 

9ƭŀƛƴŀΩǎ ά/ŀǊŜtŀƎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƭŀƛƴŀ άŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ΨŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǿŀȅΩ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ /ŀǘ 

{ǘŜǾŜƴǎ ǎƻƴƎΤ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ŜŀǊƭȅΗέ ¢ŀƴŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǿŀǎ нс ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ п Řŀȅǎ 

pregnant and her due date was March 18th! Due to an insufficient placenta (umbilical cord inserted into 

the placental membrane instead of into the placental disc), she had not been receiving enough nutrition 

or oxygen (IUGR) and needed to be born early (C-ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴύΦέ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 9ƭŀƛƴŀΦ [Slides of 

Elaina] !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƴŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ DƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ 

medicaƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ IŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Last Monday (Nov 9th) Tana wrote: Elaina is growing, growing, and growing. Her hair is growing . . . we 

can get it into a little ponytail on top now (using little dog barrettes, but I think it still counts!) and she 

has little wispies growing down over her ears. And when we change her trach collar we have to be 

careful to not pull her hair in the back. She officially can no longer wear 3 month. onesies and has 

graduated to size 3-6 months. She even wears a size 2 diaper now instead of 1! What a big girl! Today 

she started to cry after she fiƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ срƳƭ όƧǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ н ƻȊύ ōƻǘǘƭŜΧǎƻ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ 

the regular baby bottle and put 3 oz in it. So she just polished off a 3 oz. bottle a few minutes ago. Good-

ōȅŜ ǘƛƴȅ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōƛƎ ƎƛǊƭ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴking she surely must weigh 14 

ƭōǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ²ŜŘΦ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻ Φ Φ Φ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ-up. Tana reported on Thurs Elaina is 

up to 14 lbs 2 ½ ounces. 

¢ƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9ƭŀƛƴŀΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ baby 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ Diane, the mother, took her pastor to see a little baby that 

ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ н ƭōǎΦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴ ŦƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ 5ƛŀƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

know that built right into the genes of this ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǘȅƪŜέ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ нрл-pound-football 

player? Those minute fingers may one day play concerts on the piano. That undeveloped brain may 

one day belong to a famous surgeon. What ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΗ {ƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ōƻŘȅΗέ [Cf. 

Richard Sisson, Putting on Christ: Discipleship Insights Notebook, 1981, p. 47.] 

Ch/¦{ όŎŦΦ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ƛǎǎƻƴύΥ  5ƛŀƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άA miracle . . . potential . . . someday Φ Φ Φέ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

see the first chapter of Ephesians in a new light. Paul concludes the chapter with a prayer request: 

ά5ŜŀǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƻƭŘǎΦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎΗέ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ ¸Ŝǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜŀŘ on. ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ 

creation! God has given you a new essence; a new nature. Why? Precisely so you may be both eager 

ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ God wants you and me to enhance His reputation 

through our lives. Do you understand you have a big decision to make? You must wrestle with the 



2 
 

question of cooperation. Do you choose to cooperate with God in His great work of enabling you to 

realize your spiritual potential?  Your answer to this question will determine whether you grow out of 

infancy where you are continually influenced by the flesh, and instead grow in maturity, becoming 

spiritual, controlled and ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ  

SET THE STAGE biblically:  Paul closes the first chapter of Ephesians with a prayer that we might know 

what we have in Christ!  God wants us to grasp the wonder of His majestic purposes in His Son and 

understand His purpose for us in Christ. God wants us to understand our spiritual potential. God sees 

what we are going to be! God saw little Elaina in the incubator and sees her as she will be. God looks at 

us in the same way.  

PREVIEW: God invites you and me to share His vision of ourselves. As we see ourselves as God sees us it 

ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŎǳǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ for us in the here 

and now. The more you understand what you have in Christ, the better perspective and greater 

endurance you have to face present trials and hardships. 

ILL: It appears we are in the land of the living, moving toward the land of the dying. Nothing could be 

farther from the truth. We are actually in the land of the dying, moving toward the great Land of life! 

Yet we need special revelation to know this. The Bible is this unique revelation. 

Think about Christmas and a gift is given. And the gƛŦǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ 

a wonderful gift. Now as the person begins to enjoy the gift more, the person realizes, ά²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ 

ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΦέ] 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳr salvation. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ 

glory. 

Now Paul says, άaȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ And that means that you have a deeper knowledge of God. That means you 

come to this surprising conclusion that God takes great value in you as a saved person. And then that 

you reflect on what the real power was that God exerted in the events related to the resurrection and 

the exaltation of Christ. 

Now to help us get insight into our spiritual potential turn with me in your Bibles to Eph 1:15-23 (p. 

1038) for our Scripture reading.  

Paul was conŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴ DŜƴǘƛƭŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΩ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

of the benefits He had made available to them in Christ (Eph 1:17-19). God is concerned that you and I 

grow in knowledge and appreciation of Him and of the benefits He has made available to us in Christ.  

God wants us to understand and appreciate more fully all thŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Before we look at how Paul prays for the Ephesian believers though look at the words Paul uses to 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǾΦ мтŀΥ άǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅέ ό9ǇƘ мΥмтŀ bYW±ύΦ  First, 

IŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ IŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 



3 
 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ άDƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘŀlk about Jesus in the 

.ƛōƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 

DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΦ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ 

linked together. And when it says, ά¢ƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

humanity of Jesus, to the incarnationτthe miracle that God took on the weakness and mortality of 

human flesh. And that when Jesus lived His life in His human frame, God who is God forever, was now 

His God. The mystery of these words is beyond our understanding. For the Son is God forever, but when 

the Son became man, then as man, He related to the Father as you and I do.  

God the Father is our God and He is the God of Jesus. And ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άDƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣέ ǘƘƛǎ 

is a reminder that the same God in whom Jesus, in His humanity believed, is the God in whom we 

believe as well. So we follow Jesus when we believe in God.  [Cf. Ronald Allen, DTS class notes.] 

¢ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƭƻǊȅΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

of speaking of God as Father. And the very idea of calling God our Father is shockingly revolutionary in 

the New Testament. Old Testament people knew that God was Father, but they rarely used that 

language of Him in a direct manner. 

!tt[Υ  tŀǳƭΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άCŀǘƘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ ƛǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƴƎτGod is 

ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ .ǳǘ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ IƛƳ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǇŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŘŜŀΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 

trivialƛȊŜ ƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ 

ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ Ƴŀƴ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎΦέ 

 .ȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅέ tŀǳƭ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 

presence and power. So ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ DƻŘ άǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ihbhw ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 

give God. DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦΤ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŜŀǇŜƴŜŘΦ .ȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅέ tŀǳƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ our need to give great reverence to God. 

As the Father of glory God is the source of all glory and power. He is all-powerful and is, therefore, 

perfectly qualified to answer our petitions ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎΣ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ tŀǳƭ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΩ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ όŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜύ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ 

ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ ώ/ŦΦ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ момΦϐ 

Now in vv. 17-19 we coƳŜ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǊƛŎƘƭȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΣ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜΣ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ 

and power God provides for us in Christ. In other words, Paul prays for believers (including us) to have a 

growing relationship with God (v. 17) and better spiritual vision of what God does for us (vv. 18-22). 

¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ŀǘŀƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ 

from their eyes at conversion. Why do so many people who have heard the gospel not believe? Part of 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōƭƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ bƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ you had the blinders of the devil 

ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΤ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
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ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ Notice how Paul prays for the Ephesian believers to grow in their knowledge of 

God and of the benefits God has made available to them in Christ. Look at Eph 1:17-19. Paul prayers 

for the Ephesian believers: άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 

the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, [i.e., spiritual wisdom and revelation in your 

growing knowledge of God] 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened [or, perhaps better 

here, since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened (cf. NET note); perf. passive part.]; that you 

may know [and heǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎϐ what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us 

who believe, ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǇƻǿŜǊΦέ God wants us to fully understand and 

appreciate all of the benefits He made available to us in Christ.   

God wants us to grow in experiencing three different aspects of our salvation. Paul prays we might 

comprehend three areas of strategic potential. God wants you and me to know (1) the hope to which He 

has called us, (2) the rich inheritance that He possesses in us, and (3) the mighty power by which He 

energizes us. These are all aspects of the mighty salvation that has been won for us in Christ. ²ŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ 

at the first two of these requests this week, and consider the third request next week. 

Paul prays that we would grow in the knowledge of the hope, the privileges, and the power that are 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ grow in our knowledge of the HOPE 

DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎǎΦ DǊƻǿ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iht9 DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ό9ǇƘ мΥмуōύΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

words:  

Live with expectancy, anticipating God completing His salvation work in 
you (Eph 1:18b). 

tŀǳƭ ǇǊŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ώDƻŘΩǎϐ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎέ ό9ǇƘ мΥмуō bYW±ύΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 

Paul prays we would clearly appreciate what we have a right to expect in our life now that we have been 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎΦ God wants us to be aware of the hope we can enjoy as a result of His bringing us 

into relationship with Himself. [ƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅΣ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ Iƛǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 

you.  What does Paul mean when he prays we would grow in our knowledge or comprehension of the 

ƘƻǇŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎs? 

ILL: In less than fourteen months there is an opportunity for you to take part in a thirteen day Bible 

Land Tour of Jordan and Israel. (Patti Foster has made up a nice brochure that describes the trip. These 

brochures are available at the Welcome CenterΦύ bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

the trip of a lifetime. A down payment is exchanged. Your name is on the dotted line. You have the 

beautiful full color brochure that carefully reveals our travel itinerary. You also order a copy of The New 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘ written by Dr. Charles Dyer as well as one or both books: 

Going Places with God and Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus, both by Dr. Wayne Stiles. These last two 

books take you on a devotional walk through biblical sites. For the next year day after day you dream 

dreams as you discover what awaits you. You live with expectancy of this special time that you will 

enjoy. 
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Did you realize God has done the same thing? Heaven awaits! LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ merely wishful 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ DƻŘ άƘŀǎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ us with every ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƳǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ό9ǇƘ 

1:3 NET). In the Bible, God reveals to us something of what it will be like to be with Jesus Christ forever. 

God wants us to turn the pages and drool! Comprehending the hope to which God called us brings 

expectancy! Now what we hope for is the consummation, the completing, of our salvation, the summing 

up of all things in Christ (Eph 1:10). This is ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ώDƻŘΩǎϐ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ 

The hoǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΗ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΗ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ 

of our bodies (Rom 7:24; 8:20-25)! Eternal life (Titus 1:2; 3:7)! But understand, we have the right to 

enter into the benefits of this hope immediately. The moment we believe we receive salvation. So Paul 

ǇǊŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΥ άFather, help every child of God fully appreciate what it means to be chosen by God, 

redeemed by the Son, sealed by the Holy Spirit, and bound for heaven! Help each believer understand 

the hope oŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦέ 

ILL: Hope is what you and I, as Gentiles, did not have before we believed in Jesus (cf. Eph 2:12). George 

Bernard Shaw is perhaps most renowned as a free thinker and liberal philosopher. In his last writings we 

read, ά¢ƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǇƛƴƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ōŀƴƪǊǳǇǘΦ ItsΩ counsels, which should have established 

the millennium, led, instead, directly to the suicide of Europe. I believed them once. In their name I 

helped to destroy the faith of millions of worshippers in the temples of a thousand creeds. And now 

ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ [Cf. 

http://bible.org/illustration/george-bernard-shaw accessed 11/12/09.] 

Those around us without Christ, live without hope! They may vainly hope in an afterlife with God, but 

their hope does not rest on Christ alone, and therefore they are headed for eternal destruction without 

hope. 

ILLΥ ! ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎΥ {[L59Υ ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘŀȅΥ  I 

was not    I became     I am not     I care not  BLANK SLIDE [Cf. Warren Wiersbe, Be Ready, p. 83.] 

TRANS: In contrast to a world without hope, God gives us hope by His salvation. As we grow in our hope 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǿŀƛǘǎ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ IŜΩǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ƛƴ ǳǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

renewed strength for our present trials. 

ILL (The Dying Boy): The school system in a large city had a program to help children keep up with their 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΦ hƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ {ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

and talked ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƴƻǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊōǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 

ƴƻǿΣέ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŀƴŘ LΩŘ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦέ 

The hospital program teacher went to see the boy that afternoon. No one had mentioned to her that 

the boy had been badly burned and was in great pain. Upset at the sight of the boy, she stammered as 

she told him, άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊōǎΦέ When she left she 

ŦŜƭǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳǳŎƘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ 5h ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻȅΚέ 

http://bible.org/illustration/george-bernard-shaw%20accessed%2011/12/09
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The teacher felt she must have done something wrong and began to apologize. άbƻΣ ƴƻΣέ said the nurse. 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻrried about that little boy, but ever since yesterday, his 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ IŜΩǎ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƭƛǾŜΦέ 

Two weeks later the boy explained that he had completely given up HOPE until the teacher arrived. 

Everything changed when he came to a simple realization. He expressed it this way: ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƴƻǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊōǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘȅƛƴƎ ōƻȅΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅΚέ [Cf. Bits and Pieces, July, 

1991, at: http://bible.org/illustration/dying-boy accessed 11/12/09.] 

¢ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΦ tŀǳƭ, Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ, put 

ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΥ  {[L59ό{ύΥ ά²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴe who raised up Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus and will 

bring us with you into his presence. . . . Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is 

wearing away, our inner person is being renewed day by day. 4:17 For our momentary, light suffering is 

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison 4:18 because we are not looking at 

what can be seen but at what cannot be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 

ǎŜŜƴ ƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭέ όн /ƻǊ п:14, 16-18 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

bƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǎ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ Iƛǎ {ƻƴ ό9ǇƘ мΥмлύΦ 9ƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ tŀǳƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ 

which God called uǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ όwƻƳΦ рΥнύΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ 

ƎƭƻǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ό/ƻƭΦ оΥпύΦ ώ/ŦΦ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ Ephesians, 135.] 

!tt[Υ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

photograph is going to be taken with Him, and we are going to look like ƘƛƳέ ώIǳƎƘŜǎΣ Ephesians, 53]. 

{[L59 ά5ŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ has not yet been revealed. We 

know that whenever it is revealed we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as he is. 3:3 And 

everyone who has this hope focused on Him purifies Himself, just as Jesus ƛǎ ǇǳǊŜέ όм WƻƘƴ оΥн-3 

b9¢ύΦ.[!bY {[L59   LŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ όάǎŜŜƛƴƎ IƛƳ ŀǎ IŜ ƛǎέύΣ 

we need to prepare ourselves by living a purified lifestyle now, just as Jesus lived during His earthly life 

and ministry. John refutes those who claim moral indifference, that what we do as Christians in the 

present life is of no consequence. 

{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ Live with expectancy, 

anticipating God completing His salvation work in you. [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ²hb59w ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

ŀǿŀƛǘǎ ǳǎΗ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǳǊƛŦƛŜŘ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ƴƻǿΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘΦ 

¸ƻǳ ƻǊ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳΦ !ƴŘ tŀǳƭ ǳǎŜǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

experience. And these are ideas of a growing relationship with God ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

as something stagnant as a closed circle. 

Trans: The second petition Paul makes for us is that we would grow in our knowledge of the wealth of 

DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΦ DǊƻǿ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²9![¢I ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ 

inheritance in the saints (Eph 1:18c). 

http://bible.org/illustration/dying-boy%20accessed%2011/12/09
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Live with assurance, knowing you are GÏÄȭÓ ÖÁÌÕÅÄ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȦ (Eph 
1:18c). 

[ƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿŀlued possession! God takes great value in you as a 

ǎŀǾŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿ άǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎέ ό9ǇƘ мΥмуŎ bYW±ύΦ tŀǳƭ ǇǊŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ the 

ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ώDƻŘΩǎϐ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎέ ό9ǇƘ мΥмуŎ b9¢ύΦ 

God is very rich. He lavishes His fortune upon His own. Paul began the book of Ephesians by praising God 

for what He has done for us in Christ. The treasure God gives us is pricelŜǎǎΗ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŘŜŜƳŜŘΗ ²Ŝ 

belong to God forever! But the most unbelievable reality is not just how blessed we are in Christ; the 

most astounding wonder is that we make God rich! Look carefully at v. 18. Paul describes US, you and 

me as believers in Jesus, as Dh5Ω{ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΦ  tŀǳƭ ǇǊŀȅǎ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿ άǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎέ ό9ǇƘ мΥмуŎ bYW±ύΦ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ 

ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǳǎΗ ¢ƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  

We are precious to God. We are loved! 

Appreciate the wonder, the glory of what God has done in entering into possession of us, His people, the 

Church from Jews and Gentiles. How grateful we should be for the immense privilege it is to be among 

these saints. 

APPL: You may find it very difficult to detect any hint of value in yourself. You may be quick to indulge in 

self-ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŀŘƭȅ Ƴƻŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ ŦƭƻǇΦ DƻŘ 

wants you to see yourself through His eyes. God wants you to know you are valuable to Him! You are 

DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΗ ¸ƻǳ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ DƻŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛȊŜŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ DƻŘ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

outer appearance to your potential! The Almighty God regards you as precious! 

Appreciate the value God places on us! God plans to accomplish His eternal purpose through us who are 

ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǳǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ 

calling. 

ILL (Gutenberg Bible)Υ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  ! ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ 

of a man who loved old books. He met an acquaintance who had just thrown away a Bible that had been 

ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛŎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ άL ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 

ά{ƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ DǳǘŜƴ-ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛǘΦέ άbƻǘ DǳǘŜƴōŜǊƎΗέ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƭƻǾŜǊ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƛƴ 

ƘƻǊǊƻǊΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ .ƛōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛrst books ever printed. Why, a copy just sold for over two million 

ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΗέ    Iƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ άaƛƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ŘƻƭƭŀǊΦ {ƻƳŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƴŀƳŜŘ 

aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǎŎǊƛōōƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴΦέ  ώhǳǊ 5ŀƛƭȅ .ǊŜŀŘΣ WǳƴŜ тΣ мффп ƛƴ 

http://bible.org/illustration/gutenberg-bible accessed 11/12/09.] 

See your value in Christ! Think of it: God owns all the heavens and numberless worlds, but we are His 

treasures. We, as those redeemed by God, are worth more than the universe. Marvel at what God has 

ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ tŀǳƭ ǇǊŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ 

http://bible.org/illustration/gutenberg-bible%20accessed%2011/12/09
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APPL: God wants us to keep growing in our awareness of the value and worth of one another in the 

ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎΣ ƻǊ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎΦ {ŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΦ 

Marvel at the possibilities that lurk behind those mischievous smiles of the kids in your Sunday School 

ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ 

ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀnother with respect and honor, 

ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊōŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ DƻŘ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘϥǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

encourage others. Together we can help each other achieve great things for Him.  

ILL: This includes those who may have special needs among us. Carlene Mattson ǿǊƛǘŜǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 

obstacle to being handicappedτor challenged, or disabled or whatever label we may be using this 

yearτis not the condition but the stigma society still associates with it. The truth is we are valuable 

because of who we are, not because of how we look or what we accomplish. And that applies to all of 

us, the disabled and the temporarily able-bodied ŀƭƛƪŜΦ ά 

Then Carlene speaking about her handicapped son, Jeff ǎŀȅǎΣ άLΩƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ Iƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WŜŦŦΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 

received healing was me. Our Lord is still in the business of changing lives, but not always in the ways we 

expect. Several years ago, Jeff played in a special Little League for kids with disabilities. After many 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻǘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōŀƭƭΣ WŜŦŦΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

finally arrived. When he received his uniformΣ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŀŎŜŘ 

ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǳǇΣ ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ άaƻƳΣ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ōƻȅΗέ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΣ L ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ άǊŜŀƭ ōƻȅΦέ  ώ/ŀǊƭŜƴŜ aŀǘǘǎƻƴ, 

Focus on the Family, April, 1993, p. 13; cf. http://bible.org/node/16108 accessed 11/12/09.] 

APPL: Each one of you here today is valuable because of who you are in Christ. All of us were created by 

God in His image. If you have put your faith in Christ alone, who died for you and rose again, you are 

DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΗ [ƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

REIT:  Understanding our hope of eternal life and realizing the wealth of our riches in Jesus Christ will 

enable us to maintain a proper perspective of this visible world. It will also keep us from being too 

focused on all the stuff it has to offer.  Remember our citizenship is in heaven! 

SALVATION: LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ 

situations; there are only people who have grown hopeless about themΦέ  ό/ŦΦ /ƭŀǊŜ .ƻƻǘƘŜ [ǳŎŜΦύ 

If you know the Lord, ask God for the wisdom you need to see your situaǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

9ƴƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ 

up! Keep your eyes ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ 

http://bible.org/node/16108
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But it may be, that you are here today and you feel hopeless because yƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 

ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

before God. (Rom 3:23; 6:23). And then put your trust in Christ alone as your Savior.  


