God’s Majestic Purposes in Christ (Part 1):
Glorify God by Fulfilling Your Spiritual Potential

Ephesians 1:15-23 CBC11/15/09 a.m.
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December 14th at 1:09 pm. She weighed 1 Ib 3.5 0z. and was 11.5 inches long! Her mom, Tana, wrote on
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pregnant and her due date was March 18th! Due to an insufficient placenta (umbilical cord inserted into

the placental membrane instead of into the placental disc), she had not been receiving enough nutrition

or oxygen (IUGR) and needed tobe bornearly (C-4 SOG A2y 0 ®é { G (A 3Slidasofra ¢ SNB | 3
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Last Monday (Nov 9™) Tana wrote: Hainais growing, growing, and growing. Her hair is growing . . . we

can get it into a little ponytail on top now (using little dog barrettes, but | think it still counts!) and she

has little wispies growing down over her ears. And when we change her trach collar we have to be

careful to not pull her hair in the back. She officially can no longer wear 3 month. onesies and has

graduated to size 3-6 months. She even wears a size 2 diaper now instead of 1! What a big girl! Today

she started to cry aftershefiy A a KSR KSNJ cpYt o62dzaid 20SNIw 2170 o06200f
the regular baby bottle and put 3 oz in it. So she just polished off a 3 oz. bottle a few minutes ago. Good-
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up to 14 Ibs 2 % ounces.
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player? Those minute fingers may one day play concerts on the piart@t undeveloped brain may

one day belong to a famous surgeon. Whatt YA NI Of SH {2 YdzOK LR@SYGAlFt Ay

Richard Sisson, Putting on Christ: Discipleship Insights Notebd6R1, p. 47.]
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see the first chapter of Ephesians in a new light. Paul concludestte chapter with a prayer request:
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creation! God has given you a new essence; a new nature. Why? Precisely so you may be both eager
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through our lives. Do you understand you &ve a big decision to makefbu must wrestle with the



question of cooperation. Do you choose to cooperate with God in His great work of enabling you to
realize your spiritual potential? Your answer to this question will determine whether you grow out of
infancy where you are continually influenced by the flesh, and instead grow in maturity, becoming
spiritual, controlled andA Yy Ff dzZSyY OSR o0& D2RQa {LANRGOD

SET THE STAGE biblicafgul closes the first chapter of Ephesians with a prayer that we might know
what we have in Christ! God wants us to grasp the wonder of His majestic purposes in His Son and
understand His purpose for us in Christ. God wants us to understand our spiritual potential. God sees
what we are going to be! God saw little Elaina in the incubator and sees her as she will be. God looks at
us in the same way.

PREVIEWGod invites you and me to share His vision of ourselves. As we see ourselves as God sees us it
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and now. The more you understand what you have in Christ, the better perspective and greater

endurance you have to face present trials and hardships.

ILL:It appears we are in the land of the living, moving toward the land of the dying. Nothing could be
farther from the truth. We are actually in the land of the dying, moving toward the great Land of life!
Yet we need special revelation to know this. The Bible is this unique revelation.

Think about Christmas and a gift is givelndthegA T4 A& | LIINBOAF 6 SR®
a wonderful gift. Now as the person begins to enjoy the gift more, the person realizes, & 2 St f
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glory.
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come to this surprising conclusion that God takes great value in you as a saved person. And then that

you reflect on what the real power was that God exerted in the events related to the resurrection and

the exaltation of Christ.

Now to help us get insight into our spiritual potential turn with me in your Bibles to Eph 1:1523 (p.
1038)for our Scripture reading.
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of the benefits He had made available to them in Christ (Eph 1:17-19). God is concerned that you and |

grow in knowledge and appreciation of Him and of the benefits He has made available to us in Christ.

God wants us to understand and appreciate more fully allthk § Q& Ay @2t SR Ay 2dzNJ al t ¢

Before we look at how Paul prays for the Ephesian believers though look at the words Paul uses to
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humanity of Jesus, to the incarnationt the miracle that God took on the weakness and mortality of

human flesh. And that when Jesus lived His life in His human frame, God who is God forever, was now

His God. The mystery of these words is beyond our understanding. For the Son is God forever, but when

the Son became man, then as man, He related to the Father as you and I do.

God the Father is our God and He is the God of Jesus. Ando &8 & @ A WI 2 daNDF R NR WS&adza /
is a reminder that the same God in whom Jesus, in His humanity believed, is the God in whom we
believe as wellSo we follow Jesus when we believe in God. [Cf. Ronald Allen, DTS class notes.]
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of speaking of God as Father. And the very idea of calling God our Father is shockingly revolutionary in

the New Testament. Old Testament people knew that God was Father, but they rarely used that

language of Him in a direct manner.
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As the Father of glory God is the source of all glory and power. He is all-powerful and is, therefore,

perfectly qualified to answer our petitionsl & ¢St f | & t | dZf Qas 2dzi 2F KAa 02
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and power God provides for us in Christ. In other words, Paul prays for believers (including us) to have a

growing relationship with Godv. 17) and better spiritual vision of what God does for gv. 18-22).
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from their eyes at conversion. Why do so many people who have heard the gospel not believe? Part of
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3f 2 NR 2 dza Nefsehdvi Paiil prayy fdr ¢he Ephesian believers to grow in their knowledge of

God and of the benefs God has made available to them in Christ. Look at Eph -9 Paul prayers

for the Ephesian believers: ¢ G K &G GKS D2R 2F 2dzNJ [ 2NR WSadza / KNR &
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.,, spiritual wisdom and revelation in your

growing knowledge of God] 18the eyes of your understanding being enlightefadperhaps better

here, since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened (cf. NET note); perf. passive part.]; that you

may know[andheNBE Qa (1 KS (i whht $he hapelpiss &afiidgpwhat are the riches of the

glory of His inheritance in the saint49 and whatisthe exceeding greatness of His power toward us

who believel OO0O2NRAYy 3 (2 GKS 42 NGbdwilsusacfullyludarstaridaBK G & LJ2 & S N
appreciate all of the benefits He made available to imsChrist.

God wants us to grow in experiencing three different aspects of ousalvation.Paul prays we might

comprehend three areas of strategic potential. God wants you and me to know (1) the hopeto which He

has called us, (2) the rich inheritancethat He possesses in us, and (3) the mighty powerby which He

energizes us. These are all aspects of the mighty salvation that has been won forusin Christ.2 S Qf t € 2 2
at the first two of these requests this week, and consider the third request next week.

Paul prays that we would grow in the knowledge of the hope, the privileges, and the power that are
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words:

Live with expectancy, anticipating God completing His salvation work in

you (Eph 1:18b).
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Paul prays we would clearly appreciate what we have a right to expect in our life now that we have been

Ol f £ SR (i 2Godwénts uk thibezaiiafedidhe hope we can enpya result of His bringing us

into relationship with Himself[ A @S A GK SELISOGI yOés | yGiAOALL GAYy3 D:
you. What does Paul mean when he prays we would grow in our knowledge or comprehension of the
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ILL:In less than fourteen months there is an opportunity for you to take part in a thirteen day Bible

Land Tour of Jordan and Isra¢Patti Foster has made up a nice brochure that describes the trip. These

brochures are available at the Welcome Centerd 0 b2 ¢ f S0 Q& &adzJJ2aS &2dz RSOAR
the trip of a lifetime. A down payment is exchanged. Your name is on the dotted line. You have the

beautiful full color brochure that carefully reveals our travel itinerary. You also order a copy of The New
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Going Places with Gaahd Walking in the Footsteps of Jeshbigth by Dr. Wayne Stiles. These last two

books take you on a devotional walk through biblical sites. For the next year day after day you dream

dreams as you discover what awaits yodou live with expectancy of this sped¢iaime that you will

enjoy.



Did you realize God has done the same thing? Heaven awhit§! Qa y 2 O | mereliiishfyl @ L G Qa
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1:3 NET). In the Bible, God reveals to us something of what it will be like to be with Jesus Christ forever.

God wants us to turn the pages and drool! Comprehending the hope to which God called us brings

expectancy! Now what we hope for is the consummation, the completing, of our salvation, the summing

up of all things in Christ (Eph 1:10). Thisisi KS K2 LJS 2F ®D2RQ&6 Ol ffAy3od
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of our bodies (Rom 7:24; 8:20-25)! Eternal life (Titus 1:2; 3:7)! But understand, we have the right to

enter into the benefits of this hope immediately. The moment we believe we receive salvation. So Paul

LINJ e a FatBeiNdeldzveYy child of God fully appreciate what it means to be chosen by God,

redeemed by the Son, sealed by the Holy Spirit, and bound for heaven! Help each believer understand

thehopeoF &2 dzNJ OFf t Ay3 GgAGKAY @2dzNJ al @Ay 3 LIzN1I2 aSadé

ILL: Hope is what you and I, as Gentiles, did not have before we believed in Jesus (cf. Eph 2:12). George

Bernard Shaws perhaps most renowned as a free thinker and liberal philosopher. In his last writings we

read, 6 ¢ KS aO0OASYOS (2 6KAOK Itsoudsels, yWiBcRshovld have éstiblisked A & o0 | v ]
the millennium, led, instead, directly to the suicide of Europe. | believed them once. In their name |

helped to destroy the faith of millions of worshippers in the temples of a thousand creeds. And now
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http://bible.org/illustration/george-bernard-shaw accessed 11/12/09.]

Those around us without Christ, live without hope! They may vainly hope in an afterlife with God, but
their hope does not rest on Christ alone, and therefore they are headed for eternal destruction without
hope.
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was not |became Ilamnot | care BhANK SLIDE [Cf. Warren Wiersbe, Be Readyp. 83.]

TRANSInN contrast to a world without hope, God gives us hope by His salvation. As we grow in our hope
FyR 2dzNJ SELISOGFGA2Y 2F 6KIG gl AGa dza 6KSy D2R 02
renewed strength for our present trials.

ILL The Dying Boy)The school system in a large city had a program to help children keep up with their
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The hospital program teachewent to see the boy that afternoon. No one had mentioned to her that
the boy had been badly burnedand was in great pain. Upset at the sight of the boy, she stammered as
shetoldhim,a L Q@S 06SSy &aSyid o6& @&2dzNJ aOK 2 2Whenh2 leftsief LI & 2 dz 4
TSt aKS KIRYQ® | 002 TKSA ¥yBER RUzOE |+ ydzNES FaiSR K



http://bible.org/illustration/george-bernard-shaw%20accessed%2011/12/09

The teacher felt she must have done something wrong and began to apologize. & b 2 ~ said thenérse.
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Two weeks later the boy explained that he had completely given up HOPE until the teacher arrived.

Everything changed when he came to a simple realization. He expressed it thisway: ¢ ¢ KS& g2 dzf Ry Qi
AaSYR | GSFOKSNJ (2 62N)] 2y y2dzya Hof BitsandPigc&NByaA o6 A (K
1991, at: http://bible.org/illustration/dying-boy accessed 11/12/09.]
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bring us with you into his presence. . . . Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is

wearing away, our inner person is being renewed day by day. “*’ For our momentary, light suffering is

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison **# because we are not looking at

what can be seen but at what cannot be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be

aSSy Aa Si:HNp-18NE). BLANK SUIDE NJ n

b2¢g GKAA K2LIS (G2 6KAOK D2R Kla OFffSR dza Aa fAy1S
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whichGodcalledud | & &aKINAy3 Ay D2RQ&a 3Jf2NE O6w2Y®P pYHOI GfF
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photograph is going to be taken with Him, and we are going to look likeK A Y ¢ o Eplesinssd].>
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know that whenever it is revealed we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as he is. ** And

everyone who has this hope focused on Him purifies Himself, justasJesusA & LJIzZNB£€-36m W2 KYy oY
b9¢O®d. [ bY {[L59 L¥ 6S KIS GKS Fdzidz2NB K2LIS 27
we need to prepare ourselves by living a purified lifestyle now, just as Jesus lived during His earthly life

and ministry. John refutes those who claim moral indifference, that what we do as Christians in the

present life is of no consequence.
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anticipating God completing His salvatiovork inyou.] St Q& 1SSLJ 6ST2NB dza (G KS 2|
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experience. And these are ideas of a growing relationshipwithGodd 2 G KIF G A0 Qa yS@OSNJ adt
as something stagnant as a closed circle.

Trans: The second petitioPaul makes for us is that we would grow in our knowledge of the wealth of
D2RIX&2 NRA 2dza AYKSNAGFYOS Ay (GKS arAyidiad DNRg Ay &2c
inheritance in the saints (Eph 1:18c).


http://bible.org/illustration/dying-boy%20accessed%2011/12/09

Live with assurance, knowingyouareGl A3 O OAIl OAA([EphH OOAOOEI
1:18c).
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God is very rich. He lavishes His fortune upon His own. Paul began the book of Ephesians by praising God

for what He has done for us in Christ. The treasure God gives usispricelSda H 2 SQ@S 6SSy NBRS
belong to God forever! But the most unbelievable reality is not just how blessed we are in Christ; the

most astounding wonder is that we make God rich! Look carefully at v. 18aul describes US, you and

me as believersinJesus,asDh 5 Q{ AYKINMNEGHLINOSBA ¢S YAIKEG 1y26 agKI(
Jt2NE 2F | Ad AYKSNRAGEFEYOS Ay (GKS &alAyidiaé¢ 09LK mMYmMy
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We are precious to God. We are loved!

Appreciate the wonder, the glory of what God has done in entering into possession of us, His people, the
Church from Jews and Gentiles. How grateful we should be for the immense privilege it is to be among
these saints.

APPLYou may find it very difficult to detect any hint of value in yourself. You may be quick to indulge in
sel-fONAGAOAAYD® |, 2dz al Rfé Y2Iy GKIG @2dzQNB y2 3I22RO
wants you to see yourself through His eyes. God wants you to know you are valuable to Him! You are

D2RQa AYKSNAGFYOSH ,2dz 6Sf2y3 (2 D2R® D2R O2dzyia
outer appearance to your potential! The Almighty God regards you as precious!

E

Appreciate the value God places on us! God plans to accomplish His eternal purpose through us who are

AY [/ KNAaOGd 2SS FNB GKS FANBRO FNHzAG&a 2F GKS NBO2yOA
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calling.

ILL (GutenbergBible)Y [ S Qa y20G 06S fA1S (K24aS ¢K2 R2y Qi dzy RSN
of a man who loved old books. He met an acquaintance who had just thrown away a Bible that had been
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http://bible.org/illustration/qutenberg-bible accessed 11/12/09.]

See your value in Christ! Think of it: God owns all the heavens and numberless worlds, but we are His
treasures. We, as those redeemed by God, are worth more than the universe. Marvel at what God has
R2YyS F2NJ dza YR 6K2 6S INB Ay /KNRAGSD t | dA LINF &a


http://bible.org/illustration/gutenberg-bible%20accessed%2011/12/09

APPL: God wants us to keep growing in our awareness of the value and worth of one another in the
02Re 2F /KNARAdG® D2R glyida dza (G2 aSS @LrtdsS IyR ai3
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Marvel at the possibilities that lurk behind those mischievous smiles of the kids in your Sunday School
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encourage others. Together we can help each other achieve great things for Him.

ILL:This includes those who may have special needs among us. Carlene Mattsond NA 6 SaY G ¢ KS 3INB
obstacle to being handicappedt or challenged, or disabled or whatever label we may be using this

yeart is not the condition but the stigma society still associates with it. The truth is we are valuable

because of who we are, not because of how we look or what we accomplish. And that applies to all of

us, the disabled and the temporarily able-bodied | £ A { S® &

Then Carlene speaking about her handicapped son,Jeffa @ 8> aL QY O2y@dAyOSR D2R R}
0KS Y2YSyid 2F WSTFQa O02yOSLIiAz2yd |'S Aa adgatt GKS
received healing was me. Our Lord is still in the business of changing lives, but not always in the ways we

expect. Several years ago, Jeff played in a special Little League for kids with disabilities. After many
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finally arrived. When he received hisuniform> KS 02 dzZ Ry QG ¢l Ad G2 3ISG K2YS
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Focus on the Family, April, 1993, p. 13; cf. http://bible.org/node/16108 accessed 11/12/09.]

APPL: Each one of you here today is valuable because of who you are in Christ. All of us were created by
God in His image. If you have put your faith in Christ alone, who died for you and rose again, you are
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REIT: Understanding our hope of eternal life and realizing the wealth of our riches in Jesus Christ will
enable us to maintain a proper perspective of this visible world. It will also keep us from being too
focused on all the stuff it has to offer. Remember our citizenship is in heaven!
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situations; there are only people who have grown hopeless about them® € 0/ Fd [/ fINB . 220K

If you know the Lord, ask God for the wisdom you need to see yoursituali A 2y FNBY D2RQ& LRAY
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But it may be, that you are here today and you feel hopeless becausey2 dz Y SSR G 2
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before God. (Rom 3:23; 6:23). And then put your trust in Christ alone as your Savior.



