
Come and Worship (Part 4) 

 Eph 1:13-14 CBC 11/01/09 a.m. 

Recently my parents were in Branson, MO. My mom had gone into a store at the Branson Mall and my dad was out in the courtyard area visiting 

with people. Suddenly from behind him, a lady spoke up, “Are you Bruce Osladil?” My dad turned around to see Linda Koening. Back in the 

summer of 1968 when Linda was thirteen year old she had come to Vacation Bible School at the church where my Dad served as pastor, Hope 

Bible Church in O’Fallon, MO.  That week during Bible school God drew Linda to Himself, and my father and another man had the privilege of 

leading Linda to Christ. 

Now some forty years later Linda and her husband Randy are the proud parents of TEN adopted children. [SLIDE: Picture of the Koenig children] 

Callie and Katie are from Peru; Keri, Christy, Kaylia, Karli, Cassi, Antonio and Miguel are from Guatemala; and Kimi is from Missouri. The Koenig 

children have been singing as a group since 2000. [BLANK SLIDE]  

In Eph 1 we’ve noted the wonder of God’s grace that we’ve been adopted into God’s forever family. To reinforce the wonder of what God has 

done for us in Christ, choosing us to be part of His family, I thought you would enjoy hearing an interview I had with Linda this past week about 

what it’s like to be the mother of ten adopted children.  

Interview: Mike:  Linda, I was so thankful to get an update from my mother this past week about you and Randy and your ten children. Tell us 

how you came to faith in Jesus Christ and what has knowing Christ meant in your life?   

Linda:  I actually came to know the Lord when I was 13 years old, at Hope Bible Church.  It was through your dad’s teaching.  I had come from a 

home that was unsaved and unchurched.  It was through his teaching that I heard for the first time that you could know you could go to heaven.  

It was through faith in Christ, rather than through works.  It was during a series of meetings, I believe Vacation Bible School perhaps.  On 

Monday, after the meeting, I went home and before bed I asked Jesus to be my Savior.  Back again on Tuesday, not quite understanding and I 

heard it again, so on Tuesday night I went home and asked Jesus to be my Savior.  I did the same thing on Wednesday and Thursday.  On Friday, 

it was your dad and Thavis Lewis that walked up to me and said “Linda, if you would die today, would you go to heaven?”  I said “Boy, I sure 

hope so.  I asked Jesus to be my Savior the last four nights.”  And so he gently explained to me that it was a onetime thing, and you don’t need to 

keep asking.  So he corrected me with John 6:37, “He that cometh to me, I will in no way cast out.”  That verse took a hold of my heart.  I knew 

from that day forward that I was saved.  It was a onetime thing.  I didn’t have to keep asking the Lord.  That verse is with me all these years.  It 

has given me assurance, and I have never doubted my salvation from that day fourth.  I’m glad that they just pin pointed me and asked me that 
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question.  Rather than just telling me you don’t have to keep doing that over and over again, and it’s a onetime thing; they used Scripture.  

Scripture is so powerful.  God has used that over the last 40 years.  That verse has been in my heart, and given me that assurance.   

Mike:  What has knowing Christ meant in your life? 

Linda: Knowing Christ is everything.  I would hate to go through life without knowing the Lord.   He is not a part of my life, He is my life.  He is the 

reason I do anything I do.  He is behind every decision I make.  How I train my children.  What kind of wife I am.  He is everything in my life.  It is 

my goal to direct my life according to scriptures say. 

Mike:  A question I’m sure on many people’s minds is this: How did you end up with 10 adopted children? 

Linda:  That is interesting.  We never knew we would have 10 children.  In fact, Randy and I were married 11 years, and never had any children.  

The Lord brought someone across our path that had just adopted from Peru.  They told us all about it.  The Lord said to us, we should adopt from 

Peru.  So they kind of held our hand and helped us with the paperwork.  We traveled to Peru where I spent almost three months going through 

the adoption process.  We brought home our first two children.  They are now 19 years of age.  They, of course, were babies then.  We never 

knew there would be any more children after that.  What happened with the rest of the eight children is someone contacted us.  With each one 

of them, someone contacted us and told us about a child that needed a home, and a family.  The Lord would just lay it upon our hearts and say 

“Yes, that’s the one.”  He would give us a peace about it.  When people would tell us about a child, we would ask the Lord to give both Randy 

and I a perfect peace in our hearts, so we would know this child is for our family.  With the other eight, that is how it came about.  Someone 

would contact us.  

Mike:  I understand you home school and your children are performing several times a week at center stage in the Branson Mall.  How do you do 

it all? 

Linda:  It’s really the Lord doing it.  Some basic things are we are scheduled, we are organized, and we live pretty simple.  We work together.  We 

keep Christ as the first priority.   We have to keep that as number one.  We know that the Lord has us down here right now in Branson.  We are 

delighted to be here, because we are able to proclaim Christ publicly and openly from the stage.  I mean we can talk about Jesus Christ as our 

Savior, and He is the most important person in our lives.  We are absolutely delighted about proclaiming His message. 

Mike:  I understand that the Koenig family singers are known by the name Twice Adopted.  What’s the significance of the name Twice Adopted? 

Linda:  Twice Adopted.  They have been adopted twice.  First by Randy and I.  Then second, by the Lord Jesus Christ, when they trusted Christ as 

their own personal Savior.  Praise the Lord, all ten now know the Lord as their Savior. 
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Mike:  How can we pray for you and your family? 

Linda:  Pray for wisdom, as we make decisions.  We have a lot more places to sing than we can do.  Wisdom in daily decisions.  Also wisdom in 

decisions that affect the rest of our lives.  That we would walk closely with the Lord.  We are in the public eye.  We are being watched all the 

time.  So that the Lord would be our strength, and our focus each day.  Pray that Christ would be seen in each of us, whether we are performing,  

Prayer…. Thank you very much for taking time for this interview. May God continue to enable you and your family to bear much fruit for Him!  

[Song from the “Twice Adopted” Koenig children titled, “I’m Adopted.”]   

 As we continue our study in the book of Ephesians I want to help you see yourself based on who you are in Christ. In particular I want you to see 

what God has done for you! What God has done in our lives is a call for worship!  

Previously we noted that the Father’s act of choosing us is a call for worship (cf. 1:3-6). God adopted you and me as into His forever family, 

based on His prior decision not upon our merit or worth. Paul says, “You’ve been adopted into the family of God! Get comfortable; you’re here 

to stay!” The Father’s act of choosing us is a call for worship.   We’ve also seen that the Son’s act of redeeming us is a call for worship (1:7-12). 

Redemption is used to describe the purchasing of freedom for a slave (Exod 21:8; cf. Lev 25:48), a prisoner of war, or even one condemned to 

die. The price Jesus paid to redeem us was His own life. Jesus offered His life as a sacrifice to pay the penalty of our sins. Christ’s sacrificial death 

on the cross FREED us from the PENALTY of our acts of disobedience against God. God has cancelled our offenses against Him and restored us 

to a right relationship with Himself. God did this because Jesus paid the price with His own life by standing in our place as a substitute, enduring 

the judgment we deserved for sin. The Son’s act of redeeming us is a call for worship.  Now today we will see that the Spirit’s act of sealing us 

is a call for worship (1:13-14) 

In the passage of Scripture we are going to read today we have the phrase “to the praise of His glory” three times (1:6, 12, 14). This is a very 

powerful section. This phrase “to the praise of His glory” fits this passage together very powerfully. Turn with me in your Bibles for our Scripture 

reading to Ephesians 1:3-14. 

Paul calls us to join him in worshiping God (v. 3a) because of how God has blessed us in Christ. Paul begins His praise to God in v. 3: ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ (Eph 1:3 NKJV). 

“Blessed” is a word of worship. We bless God by recalling and recounting and making much of what God’s done for us. Paul details in vv. 4-14 

HOW God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ. Paul blesses God by recounting God’s work of salvation on our behalf through the 

lens of each member of the trinity.  
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Now the principle work for which the Father is glorified for is that He has chosen us, that we are elect. God chose us for Himself! God the Father 

chose us in Christ that we would be HOLY and unblemished before Him in love. God ADOPTED you and me into His family based on His prior 

decision not upon our merit or worth. Now to be adopted into God’s family means we have the full rights of an heir. So we should praise and 

worship God because He chose us for Himself! We belong to God! The Father’s act of choosing us is a call to worship. 

Jesus has done many things for us, but the principle work we have in v. 7 is redemption. Jesus has redeemed us. “In Him we have redemption 

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (1:7 NKJV). Jesus was our ransom in that He paid the price of our sins with His own life standing as a 

substitute, enduring the judgment that we deserved for sin.  Our redemption is based on God’s grace. In vv. 7-12 we see that the Son’s act of 

redeeming us is a call for worship.  

Now in vv. 11-14 Paul shows that both Jewish and Gentile believers participate in God’s grace. Paul moves from the we in vv. 11-12, which 

includes Paul and his fellow Jewish believers to you also (v. 13), which is a reference to Gentile believers in v. 13. Then in v. 14 he moves to our 

inheritance, which both groups share equally. *Cf. O’Brien, Ephesians, 115.] So in Eph 1:11-14 Paul celebrates the miracle of the salvation and 

union in Christ that Jews and Gentiles share. Paul will describe this reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles in more detail in chapter 2:11-22. Christ’s 

death on the cross has joined believing Jews and Gentiles together into one family in Christ.  

Up to this point in Paul’s praise he has been speaking of all of us whom God the Father chose, both believing Jews and believing Gentiles. But 

now Paul begins to make distinctions to emphasize the inclusion of Gentiles in salvation. We see this emphasis in the change of pronouns: 

Notice vv. 11-12: “In Him also we *Jewish believers+ have obtained an inheritance *or better, “In Christ we (Jewish believers) too have been 

claimed as God’s own possession” (cf. NET trans.)+, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 

counsel of His will, that we [Jewish believers] who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory” (Eph 1:11-12 NKJV). 

As a result of the spiritual blessing of insight into the mystery of God’s will (vv. 8-10) Paul notes that Jewish believers have also been claimed as 

God’s own possession. Though both Jews and Gentiles participate in God’s blessings, the Jews were called first, and preceded us, who are 

Gentiles chronologically in the faith (cf. Acts 1:8; 3:26; 13:46; Rom. 1:16; 2:9-10) [Cf. Harold Hoehner, BKC: Ephesians 2:618.] 

Those who first trust in Christ were Jews, such as Jesus’ original disciples together with others like the apostle Paul. These Jews who first trusted 

in Christ represent the believing remnant of Israel, who have been claimed by God as His portion. This fits with Old Testament texts where the 

Lord’s portion is His people, Jacob/Israel. For example in Deut 32:8-9 we read: SLIDE “When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, 

when He divided up humankind, He set the boundaries of the peoples, according to the number of the heavenly assembly. 32:9 For the Lord’s 

allotment is His people, Jacob *i.e., the nation of Israel+ is His special possession” (Deut 32:8-9 NET). BLANK SLIDE  So Jews who accepted the 

Lord Jesus Christ first are the remnant in whom these Old Testament promises have been fulfilled [cf. Obrien, Ephesians, 116]. 
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Paul forcefully emphasizes God’s initiative in including Jewish believers in the church, which is headed up by Christ. The purpose of God’s choice 

of the Jewish believers is that they might be for the praise of His glory. After the work of each Person of the Trinity this call to praise God is 

given (cf. vv. 6, 12, 14).  

The outworking of God’s gracious purposes for Jews (and Gentiles); cf. v. 14) is for God’s own glory. We fulfill this purpose at least in part as we 

live according to God’s will. As we display God’s family likeness that marks us as His children we bring praise to God. 

God has revealed His will that all things will be headed up in Christ at the end of the ages, including the Jewish believers who first trusted in Him.  

What God has done for us in Christ is a call for worship. The Father’s act of choosing us is a call for worship. The Son’s act of redeeming us is a 

call for worship. And in vv. 13-14 we see that the Spirit’s act of sealing us is a call for worship. 

The Spirit’s Act of Sealing Us is a Call for Worship (1:13-14).   

The Lord’s heritage or personal possession is not limited to Jewish believers, for we, as Gentile Christians, are now addressed specifically by the 

apostle Paul in v. 13 as you also. Notice Eph 1:13-14: “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of 

the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory” (Eph 1:13-14 NKJV). 

We were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit and made God’s own when we heard the message of truth and received it. Within God’s eternal 

purpose in Christ we, as Gentile believers, are incorporated into the one people of God. Our share in God’s heritage is as complete as those of 

Jewish birth who first hoped in Christ. Thus, in God’s family there are no first- or second-class citizens! These believers in Ephesus, of which 

some, no doubt had been Gentile God-fearers who could not go into the temple, and perhaps had to remain in the back or balcony of the 

synagogue are now fully accepted into Christ’s body, the church. 

The work of the Spirit is really significant because it’s the one that’s passed over and not understood as well. The Holy Spirit has sealed us, and 

that means there’s the guarantee in our lives that having come to faith and become the children of God, we are that forever. In speaking of 

the Holy Spirit as a seal the notions of ownership and protection are in view. We don’t come to faith and then walk away from faith. We don’t 

get saved and then lose salvation, but the same God who chose us, the same God who redeemed us, has sealed us and made us His own from 

the moment of our salvation. 

Cattle, and even slaves, were branded with a seal by their masters to indicate to whom they belonged. Owners thus guarded their property 

against theft; in this sense the seal was a protecting sign or a guarantee. In the Old Testament God set a sign on his chosen ones to distinguish 
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them as his own possession and to keep them from destruction. For example, about five years before the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. the 

prophet Ezekiel (on Sept 17, 592 B.C.) is given a vision of the judgment to come upon the nation of Israel because of their sin (cf. Ezek 8). Ezekiel 

9 records Ezekiel’s vision of the coming judgment on the nation. In the midst of a nation that had turned their back on the true God, God sent 

angelic protectors to mark out for protection those who had remained faithful to Him. In Ezekiel 9:4-6 we read:  SLIDE “The Lord said to him [the 

“man” dressed in linen with a writing kit at his side], ‘Go through the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of the people who moan 

and groan over all the abominations practiced in it.’ 9:5 While I [Ezekiel] listened, He said to the others [the other six angelic beings posted by God 

around Jerusalem who each carried a deadly weapon], ‘Go through the city after him and strike people down; do not let your eye pity nor spare 

anyone! 9:6 Old men, young men, young women, little children, and women – wipe them out! But do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin 

at my sanctuary!’ So they began with the elders who were at the front of the temple” (Ezekiel 9:4-6 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

Just as God protected His faithful followers during the fall of Jerusalem so at the start of the tribulation, the final seven years before Christ 

returns to earth to rule and reign, God will seal 144,000 Jewish believers showing that God will continue to watch over Israel even in her time of 

greatest distress. Notice Rev 7:2-4:  SLIDE “Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, who had the seal of the living God. He shouted out 

with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given permission to damage the earth and the sea: 7:3 ‘Do not damage the earth or the sea or 

the trees until we have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.’ 7:4 Now I heard the number of those who were marked with the 

seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed from all the tribes of the people of Israel” (Rev 7:2-4 NET). BLANK SLIDE God’s seal on the 

foreheads of these 144,000 Jews symbolizes God’s protection and God’s ownership. God wants us to know He will fulfill His salvation promises 

to Israel and to us. 

Now by giving us, Gentile believers, the Spirit, God ‘seals’ or stamps us as His own now. God reassures you and me that He will protect us 

through the trials and testings of this life (cf. 6:10–18) until He takes final possession of us (cf. v. 14) on ‘the day of redemption’ (4:30). (Cf. 

O’Brien, 120). 

Paul says, “When you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)—when you believed in Christ – you were marked with the seal of 

the promised Holy Spirit, 1:14 who is the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of his 

glory” (Eph 1:13-14 NET). A seal was something pressed in the moist clay. SLIDE picture of a replica of a first-century seal [BLANK SLIDE].  The 

purpose of the seal was to authenticate ownership and authority and to designate the significance or importance of something. An object that 

was sealed was designated as genuine, as belonging to someone.   The purpose of the seal was to prevent unauthorized opening also. So what 

this passage says is that everyone of us, as we’ve come to Christ, we have not only been chosen by the Father and redeemed by the Son, but 

we’ve been sealed by the Holy Spirit and that means we have been marked as genuine.  
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APPL: You belong to God. Being sealed by the Holy Spirit is God’s promissory note that one day in heaven you and I will be who He wants us to 

be. Isn’t that wonderful to know that God will complete the work He’s begun in us! 

The moment you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. God’s Holy Spirit came to indwell you 

the moment you believed. The Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee He will give you the balance of the promised blessings of your salvation in the 

future.  

ILL: When a person buys a home, often they will put up “earnest money,” that is, a pledge of their seriousness in buying the home. So the Holy 

Spirit is God’s guarantee to us He will complete the salvation He has begun in us. 

ILL: The Christmas break of my senior year of college I traveled up through a snow storm several hours from Kansas City to south central Iowa 

where Janel, and her older sister, Judi, were visiting their grandmother. Now I went to visit Janel to ask her to marry me. As a pledge of my 

commitment to marry Janel I gave her an engagement ring. Janel’s engagement ring was my pledge to marry her. Now for you and me, the Holy 

Spirit is God’s guarantee that He will complete our salvation. 

APPL (cf. May): You know the work that the Holy Spirit does in your life. The conviction you have about sin—that’s the Holy Spirit’s work. The 

desire to live a holy life—that’s the Holy Spirit’s work. That part of you that is deeper than a feeling and deeper than emotion that draws you 

into a relationship with God—that’s the Holy Spirit’s work. It is the Holy Spirit that drives you to seek a deeper relationship with God. God gave 

you the Holy Spirit as a deposit, as a pledge, to guarantee that the work He is beginning to do in your life will be seen to completion. 

So don’t give up! Hang in there like sticky bubble gum on a tennis shoe! God will complete the good work He has begun in you! 

When God sealed and guaranteed us as Gentile believers with his Holy Spirit, He had in view our full and final redemption as His prized 

possession (cf. v. 14). Redemption, here in . 14 signifies our final deliverance (cf. 4:30), when God takes full and complete possession of us 

who are already His. *Cf. O’Brien, 122.+ 

God’s final aim in sealing us with the Holy Spirit is joyfully presented as to the praise of His glory. We, as Gentile Christians (‘you also’) have been 

assigned the same ultimate destination affirmed of Jewish believers (v. 12). The glory of God is the final aim of the whole unfolding of 

salvation. *Cf. O’Brien, 122.+  

Conclusion (cf. Ronald Allen, DTS class notes):  What God has done in our lives is a call for worship! All that God has done in our lives has been 

done in Christ. It is in Christ, that is, because of our incorporation in Him, that God has blessed us. 
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 So what is our response to be for all that God has done for us in Christ? The Father’s act of choosing us (1:3-6) is a call for worship. The Son’s 

act of redeeming us is a call for worship (1:7-12). The Spirit’s act of sealing is a call for worship (1:13-14). Paul points to who God is and what 

he has done for us as believers. There should be singing & laughing & tears because this is what God has done for us!!! 

Recognizing and giving worth to God by our praise is the beginning point for growth in our Christian lives. May God help us to keep our eyes on 

Him, to keep grateful hearts for how blessed we are in Christ! 

As go to God in prayer this week, let me give you an assignment. Let’s try to spend the first few minutes of our prayer time in just giving praise 

to God. Open up a Psalm of praise and bless God for what He has done for you. Thank God He chose you, redeemed you, sealed you! 

Now what’s the result of all that God has done for us in salvation? It’s the praise of His glory! So let’s bow in prayer.  

Dear Father, I read these words and I find myself absolutely overwhelmed by them. That I, Michael Osladil, I have been chosen in Christ before 

the foundation of the earth, that I’ve been redeemed by the blood of the Savior Jesus. That I’ve been sealed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and 

what can I do but “Praise You O God.” 

Would you say that with me: “Praise you O God.” Say it again. [Response: Praise You O God.] Now say it in Hebrew: Hallelujah. Response: 

Hallelujah.    Now say Amen (ah-man). [Response. Amen. (ah-man).]    

And guess what? We did what we’re supposed to do. You’re not supposed to just read this. You’re supposed to respond to God! 

SALVATION (cf. Hughes): Our being in Christ brings deep satisfaction. The simple fact is, it is not possible to be fulfilled outside of Christ. John 

Stott once shared this old Chinese proverb when speaking at the Union League Club in Chicago: You want to be happy for one hour — get drunk. 

You want to be happy for three days — get married. You want to be happy for eight days — kill your pig and eat it. You want to be happy 

forever, become a gardener.  This is something less than a sure-fire formula for fulfillment! The pleasure that the world offers is very much like a 

Chinese dinner. No matter how good it is, you’ll be hungry again in two hours! It is in Christ, and in Christ only, that lasting fulfillment, deep 

human satisfaction, is found. Jesus declared, ‘“I am the bread of life. The one who comes to me will never go hungry, and the one who believes 

in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35 NET). 

Shortly after Malcolm Muggeridge became a Christian he delivered a sermon in Queen’s Cross Church, Aberdeen (Sunday, May 26, 1968) in 

which he made this confession: “I may, I suppose, regard myself, or pass for being, a relatively successful man. People occasionally stare at me in 

the streets — that’s fame. I can fairly easily earn enough to qualify for admission to the higher slopes of the Inland Revenue — that’s success. 

Furnished with money and a little fame even the elderly, if they care to, may partake of trendy diversions — that’s pleasure. It might happen 
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once in a while that something I said or wrote was sufficiently heeded for me to persuade myself that it represented a serious impact on our 

time — that’s fulfillment. Yet I say to you, and I beg you to believe me, multiply these tiny triumphs by a million, add them all together, and they 

are nothing — less than nothing — a positive impediment — measured against one [drink] of that living water Christ offers to the spiritually 

thirsty — irrespective of who or what they are. What, I ask myself, does life hold; what is there in the works of time, in the past, now, and to 

come, which could possibly be put in the balance against the refreshment of drinking that water? 

To this we hear Christ’s eternal offer: “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If a man is thirsty, let him 

come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’ By this he meant the 

Spirit …” (John 7:37–39). 

It is in Christ that there comes radical transformation, “new creation,” and resurrection life. It is in Christ that we experience union with Him and 

oneness with one another. And it is in Christ only that you or I find lasting satisfaction and fulfillment. Could there be a more enticing menu — 

transformation, union, satisfaction? This fare meets every need. 

How does it come to us? Humanly speaking it comes through believing, as Paul says “And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your 

salvation) – when you believed in Christ – you were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit” (Eph 1:13 NET).  Believing in Christ is the 

path to being in Christ! This worked for me and millions of others, and it will most surely work for all who come to Christ. 

If God’s Spirit has been working on your heart and you are ready to place your trust in Jesus Christ alone I invite you to do so right now. I’m going 

to lead us in a prayer of salvation you can use to express to God that you are trusting in Christ. Please understand that saying a prayer has never 

saved anyone. Prayer is only the means by which you tell God that you are trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior. 

“Dear God, I know that I am a sinner. Nothing that I am or do makes me deserving of heaven. I believe Jesus Christ died for me and rose from the 

grave. Right now I trust Jesus Christ alone as my Savior. I am not trusting in my good life, my best efforts, my baptism, or my church membership 

to take me to heaven. I am trusting Christ alone to save me. Thank you for the forgiveness and everlasting life I now have. Help me to live a life 

from this day forward that says “thank you” for what You have just given me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 


