The Promise of God’s Presence (Part 3)

Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38

[Originally scheduled for 12/20/09 (service cancelled due to weather); given 12/27/09]

ENGAGE: Did you hear about the elephant that was thoroughly enjoying himself as he splashed about

the river? A mouse was perched on the sandy shore. It was obvious he was disturbed about something.
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yelling and yelling. The elephant realized that if he wanted any peace and quiet he had better come out
ofthewater.Slowle G KS St SLIKIFyd € dzyoSNBR 2dzi 2F GKS gl G§SNJ |
K& RAR @2dz 6lyl YS @XSOxv8ziaBdzi 227 SRKSzLH I ¥y RNKE A RX
82dz $SNB 6SINAYy3I Yé ol GKAYy3I &adza (G oé

b2¢ 6KIFGQa (KS L2 kyyThe p@rEis tiakiths @asidd Jorrusituadertatmiihoviain 2
St SLKIyld O02dzZ R 6S 6SINAYy3I | Y2dzasSQa ol GKAy3
mystery of the incarnation that happened at Bethlehemt D2 RQ&a 2 2NR 06S502YS T
GFAKE 8¢ OoF GKAY3I adzA o

FOCUS: As we think about Christmas we just celebrated | want to help you reflect on the wonder and
significance of the Son of God taking on human flesh to dwell among us. The wonder and significance

that Jesus Christ, who was fully God would leave heaven to dwell among us. What does it mean to you

and me that the Word became flesh?2 K| i K2 LJS R2S&a / KNRA&adQa dGFr1Ay3a 2y

SET THE STAGE biblically: In a time when the future seemed uncertain for the southern kingdom of
Judah, God sent the prophet Isaiah, in 734 B.C. to tell King Ahaz and the people that a virgin would
conceive and bear a son, and that this young woman would name the child, Immanuel, which means
God with us. When the angel Gabriel came to Mary with the announcement that she would give birth to
the Messiah, Gabriel used three names or titles for the Messiah.
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Previously we noted that the child was to be called @ WS #bdzause He would save His people from
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because Jesus is a saving presence.
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| A 3\WedBdw that this title fits the second part of Isaiah chapter seven, which addresses the House of

David, promising a glorious future in the birth of the king. The promise of Immanuel means the

preservation of kingship. We can live with security for Jesus is a comforting presence. He is the King of

kings.

PREVIEW: Now today we will look at the third title Gabriel gives for thischildtobeborn,d { 2y 2 F D2 Rd¢
We are going to see that the promise of Immanuel means the presentation of deity. Jesus is a purifying

presence. WiththisnameD | 6 NA Sf Q& Y She thémas®f IsiaN.F tdgdtherd: f €

ANNOUNCE the passage: For the Scripture reading this morning turn with me to John 1:1-14 [p. 938].
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will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth

month for her who was called barren.37C2 NJ g A 1 K D2 R y 2 (i K3agyt@nMaydail, 0S A Y LJ
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corresponds to the third part of the meaning of the name Immanuelt His deity. And that, then, must

be a purifying presence with us.

The promise of Immanuel (God with us) means the presentation of deity:
it is a purifying presence. Live with obedience, for Jesus is a purifying
presence.
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seen Isaiah prophesied that a child would be born who would be proof of the presence of GodT He
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confirming sign. Look, this [virgin] is about to conceive and will give birth to a son. You, young woman,
will name him Immanuelé 6 L a I BLAKKiSOIDEb 9 ¢ 0 @

Now the partial fulfillment of the prophecy thatoccurred Ay L al Al KQa Rl & ¢l & LINROL O
the royal family. This partial fulfillment though, was but a shadow of the greater fulfillment to come.
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twelve years Samaria would be destroyed, and within 65 years the people of the northern kingdom

would not exist. Yet through all that devastation God preserves the believing remnant in the land, for it

was Immanuel's land (Isa. 8:8).
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The ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy awaited the coming of Jesus Christ. Isaiah identifies this
wonder childinlsa9:6-7asd 0 KS a A FKKISe OOPRSRN | 8 GAYy 3 CIHGKSNEE YR
will establish a new creation of righteousness and peace (cf. Isa 9-11).
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SLIDE : &For a [Child] is born to us, a [Son] is given to us. The government will rest on [His] shoulders.

And [He] will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ’ His

government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of [His]

ancestor David for alleternity. ¢ KS LI daA 2yl 4SS O2YYAUYSylwilzndke G KS [ 2 NF
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ACTUALLY PRESENT. What these prophecies foresee, the rest of Scripture confirms, namely, that OUR

LORD JESUS CHRIST IS DIVINE.

APPL: So the promise of Inmanuel means the presentation of deity. Nothing is too hard for God!

Sometimes as we look at situations we face in life we feel overwhelmed. We fight an ongoing struggle
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goodness as we face an overwhelming physical or emotional challenge. Our future seems bleak and

uncertain. The backdrop of our lives is surrounded by dark, gray adversity. The piercing, sharp strokes of

f ATSQa& RA T T Abflaixfedi Do God Knd@wviwabwe dmifaci@gT The good news of Christmas

is that the coming of Immanuel means that God Himselfiswithus.2 S R2y QG FIF OS 2dzNJ G SYL
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The promised king is fully God as well as fully human.¢ KS GAGE S a{ 2y 2F D2R¢ Aa d
declare THE DEITY of Jesus the Messiah; but it harmonizes with His humanity as well. Jesus was fully
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prologue]of the Book of John. Turn with me in your BiblestoJohn 1:1-20 b YW+ 0 wlLJP oy 6Y daLYy
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
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God the Father is God, and God the Son is God. God the Father and God the Son are two persons and

one God. This is part of the truth that we know as the Trinity. This is why we worship Jesus Christ and

say with Thomas [SLIDEl:da& [ 2NR I YR Y& DPBLRNKSLDEVEh&Wordwas8ad,y b9 ¢ 0 @
and the Word became flesh (Jesus of Nazareth).

Now in John 1:1-2 the thing that strikes you first is the fact that Jesus is called the "Word." This is the

simple Greek term logos. John uses the term logos or Word to describe Jesus as the One who REVEALS
God the Father. Jesus is the full expression of the Godhead.

Jesus, the divine Son of God came to earth to reveal the Father fully. God the Son took for Himself

human flesh. In other words, now the Lord God had eyes, ears, hands, and feet; now He could see, hear,

and speak. He could laugh, weep, and grow weary. He was God in the flesh. Jesus is the living Word 1

He lived out the full revelation of God. If you wish to learn about God's nature look to Jesus. Jesus
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If you want to know what God looks like, look at Jesus. If you want to know what God values, look at

what Jesus values. If you want to know how God acts, read about what Jesus does. By the apostle John's
writings we discover that Jesus is God's Word in action.

What do we see when we look at Jesus? Jesus is full of grace and truth. Jesus demonstrates
compassionate, tender hearted love for the sinner, and also is full of truth and righteousness. Jesus
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reputation. Yet, Jesus in His mercy and tenderness points the Samaritan woman to her need of a Savior.
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God. . . Now the Word became flesh and took up residence amongus¢ o0 W2 Ky MBLANE wmn b9¢ v ®
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reality. Jesus existed as God and with God before He was born as a man on earth.
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we are still our own gods! How often do we live for the moment, for what WE want to do, and ignore
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do?

Jesus warns and issues a call for you and me to obey when He says: SLIDE &1 2 KRe2 @ 2dz OF ff YS W
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So the obvious question for each of us to ask ourselves is this: Are my actions showing that | believe
Jesus is God? A second question is this: Is there an areaof my lifeIneSR (2 & dzZNNBY RS
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control me fully. I submit myself to you in this area.
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The fact that the Word, Jesus, was equal with the Father should affect our lives. Jesus Himself, models

this submission to the Father, that we should have to God. When Jesus became a man He willingly

submitted to the Father. ¢ K § A& ¢gKéxX o6& GKS g1 & 3-itok@unita®NY & Cl (K
to us the relationship within the Godhead, and the submission of the second person. The second

person of the trinity is called Son, and the first person Father, because Jesus, in taking on human form

submitted to God the Father.

The Bible says that Heaven was Jesus home. He made it. He owned it. Heaven, His home, was and is a
place of perfection and satisfaction. Heaven was and is more magnificent than anything earth has to
offer. Heaven is more magnificent than night sky on a clear and cloudless starry night. Heaven is more
magnificent than the most perfect sunrise or sunset you will ever see. Heaven is more magnificent than
the most beautiful piece of music your ears have ever heard. And Heaven is more magnificent than the
happiest day that any of us has ever had-and that for Him was His home! But the Bible tells us that the
Christmas journey brought Jesus from there to here. John 1:14 G St f & dza (béchniefledht KS 2 2 NR
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one of our women, in one of our barns, in one of our towns, in one of our nations, right here on our
earth. For we who are gathered here today, it is almost impossible for us to imagine that great contrast
Jesus experienced when He came all the way down from the heights of Heaven to the total depravity of
our planet.

ILL: Leith Anderson, Pastor of Wooddale Church in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, related how, when he was

visiting in the Philippines, he was taken to, of all places, the garbage dump in Manila. Anderson shared

how he saw something there at the Manila Garbage Dump that he had never seen anywhere. He said

that tens of thousands of people had made their homes on the dump in Manila. Shacks there were

constructed out of the things that other people have thrown away. Anderson said that the children of

0KSaS GRdzYL) RSttt SNEE NB aSyid 2dzi SINI & SOSNE Y2
people's trash, so that their families might have something that day to eat. He was told by his tour guide

that there are people at the Manila Garbage Dump that have been born there, grown up there, had

their own families there, finished up their lives there and died there without ever leaving that dump.
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garbage dump. These Americans are missionaries, born-again believers who have chosen to leave this

country and go there to communicate the love of Jesus Christ to people who otherwise would never
hearitorreceiveit.é | YZRSN&SY (i 2y (G2 &alré ac¢l! ¢Ud{ !a! %LbDH ¢KI
have to go and live on a garbage dump-that's amazing! Amazing, but not as amazing as the journey [of
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APPL: Jesus made that journey, and He knew what He was doing. Jesus knew where He was going. Jesus

knew the sacrifice He would have to make. He knew the mission He was on-THE mission to save us from

our sins. Why would Jesus do such a thing? He took that journey because the people He had created

had gone terribly wrong. Sin had polluted our souls and polluted our world. Some have said that if God

had retained a modern business consultant, God would have been advised to cut His losses, forget

about this human race, and startalloveragl Ay a2 YS LX I OS Sf & Sollovedtt®i (G KS . A
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Heaven to Earth to do it.

TRANS/APPL: Our Lord Jesus Christ truly is Immanuel, in the fullest sense of the word. But what effect

should this have on us, His people? Among many things, it convicts us of sin. In the Old Testament

economy that was a major reason for building the Sanctuary in the midst of the camp of Israelt to be a

sanctifying presence. SLIDE! dThe Lord spoke to Moses: . . . Let [the Israelites] make for me a sanctuary,

so that I may live amongthemé 0 9 E2 R H[BLANKISIIDE) ¢ Kb ¢LOdgN1 2 8 S 2F o0 dzZA f RA Y
LJt I O Sté enablé the LORD to reside in the midst of the Israelites. God did not need a place to dwell,

but the Israelites needed a dwelling place for him, so that they would look to it and be reminded that

God was in their midst. [Cf. NET note on Exod 25:8.] If God was dwelling in their midst, they would

have to live holy lives. How else could any people live if God was living with them?

And so it is for you and me, if the Lord Jesus Christ is with us, His presence will have the same effect. By

remembering that Jesus, the Son of God, dwells with us, in the person of the Holy Spirit, we are

reminded of our need to live holy lives. God commands us through the apostle Paul: SLIDE! ¢Flee sexual
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his own body. **° Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,

whom you have from God, and you are not your own? ®?° For you were bought at a price. Therefore
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REIT: THE PROMISE OF IMMANUEL (God with us) MEANS THE PRESENTATION OF DEITY: ITIS A
PURIFYING PRESENCE.. & D2 RQ& LSENUITHGBEDIESCE, FOR JESUS IS A PURIFYING
PRESENCE., 2 dzZNJ 0 2 R& AtaD 2DRRIQ AR aiSSYILAYST LI | OS @

APPL: That means men, when we are out on the road, perhaps on a business trip, away from our wife
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seek to guard our heart, setting up safeguards to help protect us from falling into sin.

Jesus is a purifying presence. For this to take place we have to believe in Him! We have to believe that
Christ can provide ongoing cleansing of our sins when we confess them unto Him (1 John 1:9). Believe
that: SLIDE:! d&rhe temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is
faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will
show you away out so thatyoucanendure¢ 6 m / 2 NIBLANKSLDE] b [ ¢ 0 &

As we allow/ K Nslpreséne to become a reality to us, we will be changed. We will be overcome with
the realization of who it is who is with us. Jesus Christ, the LORD God came into this world and became
flesh to save us from our sins and to seat us in the heavenlies to reign with Him. And through this we
are made more aware of sin, and our need to repent. We begin to conform to His imageT as we
believe, and continue to seek Him, and keep a heart that is responsive to Him.



Thank God, Jesus, Immanuel, God with us, is a purifying presence. We are not yet all we should be, far
from it, but we are not what we would have been, apart fromGodQa LINBEaSy OSo [ SGQa 1SS
forward in our walk with Christ. (

Immanuel. God with us. It is a purifying presence.

[Conclusion]

Live with CONFIDENCE, for Jesus is a saving presence. Live with SECURITY, for Jesus is a comforting
presence. And may God help us to Live with OBEDIENCE, for Jesus is a purifying presence.

Salvation: If you do not know Jesus as your Savior you are in are in darkness, you are spiritually dead,
and outer darkness awaits you beyond the grave; separation from God forever in hell.

TRANS: What responses might you give to all this revelation about Jesus Christ, the Word-Made-Flesh?

For some of you the response may 6 S Y L 1y296 KAY®DD 0 dzi Youareot&Sy Qi 6 S S
close to the Lord as you once were, or should be. Why not make this Christmas season (and as we

prepare to start the New Year) a time when you come back to Him? Jesus stands at the door of your
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Now another Response for some of you may be: | Do NOT Know Him and | Do NOT Receive Him. This

response is described in John 1:10-11: SLIDE: & | S g1 & Ay GKS 62 NI RbByhinyR (KS ¢
but the world did not recognize him. *** He came to what was his own, but his own people did not

receive himé 6 W2 KINETM YBMANK SLIDE], 2 dz YA 3K (G K S tdddotkiow Bimandf R al &
R2 y2i NI OfisadSy frighieNing thing totsay about your Maker and your Life and your
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Another Response: | Know Him and | Receive Him

Another response is found in verses 12-13: SLIDE: & . dzii (2 |t f ¢ K@thokemidS NI OSA OSF
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This is the response | pray for this morning. Receive this great Word-Made-Flesh. Receive Him as Savior

and King and God and Word and Creator and Life and Light. And all that God is for you in Him!

God calls you to RECEIVE Him, to BELIEVE that He is the Divine Lord who came into the world to bring

saving grace, and to confess your sins to Him, to acknowledge Jesus death as the payment for your sins.

To receive Jesus is to begin a new life in the family of God, a life that is eternal.

God sent Jesus to be YOUR Messiah! Born in that manger, is God, come to die for you. He came to take

your place, to be your substitute.t SNK I LJA & 2dzQNBE KSNB GGKA& Y2INYyAy3d | yF
@ 2dzONBE KSNB { Kniiracle haen®@f grigpad ydu;ythat Sairiée §rew up and he became a

man. And he died; he died in your place for your sins. He died to be your substitute. Would you accept

him as your substitute right now? [Lead in prayer for salvation.]
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death on the cross as the complete payment for my sins. Thank You for forgiving me and for

giving me new life. Help me to grow in my understanding of Your love and power so that my life
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