
The Promise of God’s Presence (Part 2) 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 

As we approach the end of another year I thought I’d take a moment to remind us of some ways to 
know you are getting older. You know you’re getting older when . . .  

¶ your dreams are reruns 

¶ the stewardess offers coffee, tea, or Milk of Magnesia 

¶ you sit in a rocking chair &  can’t get it started 

¶ everything hurts, & what doesn’t hurt doesn’t work 

¶ a pretty girl prompts your pacemaker to lift the garage door 

¶ you sink your teeth into a juicy steak, & they stay there. [Swindoll, Tardy Oxcart, 25]  

All of us, at times, face crises in our life, times when our lives are turned upside down. It may be the 
news of a major health concern for ourselves or a loved one. The crisis may be one that threatens us 
economically, the loss of our job. The crisis may involve loss of a loved one. 

ILL:  On Jan 25, 1973 in Memorial Hospital, John Risco—red-haired, laughing, tall, eighteen, tractor-
driving, cow-scratching, flirtatious, shy—died after two & a half years of leukemia. After six weeks of 
raging temperature, experimental drugs, bleeding, an abscess . . . that became gangrenous, he died 
softly and gently, finally, after six hours of violent death throes. His face was so thin, his hair only a 
memory, a soft red fuzz, arms blue and green from shots and intravenous feeding, he looked like an old 
picture of a saint after his torture was over. 

His mother wrote: ά²I¸ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ DƻŘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΣ ƻǊ Řƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΚ I am 
poor; I have only second-hand furniture and clothing. The things of value were my husband and my son. 
All our lives we have struggled to make ends meet. How can I live with the memory of the agony he 
suffered? Part of the time he was in a coma, and he kept saying, ‘Mama, help me. Mama, help me. 
Mama, help me.” And I couldn’t; it’s killing me. I whispered in his hear, ‘John, John, I love you so much.’ 
All of a sudden, his arm came up stiffly and fell across my back and very quietly he said from some vast 
depth, ‘Me, too . . . me, too.’” *Joseph Bayley, A View from the Hearse, quoted by Swindoll in Tardy 
Oxcart, 141.] 

FOCUS:  Is your faith strong enough to see you through crises? Is your faith strong enough to see you 
through situations or periods when your life is turned upside down? Is your faith strong enough to see 
you through when life seems uncertain, difficult, or painful? When storms of life sweep over you will 
your faith sustain you? How secure are you in your faith? 

The temptation in times of trouble or pressure can be to turn away from God and turn to our own plans 
and devices. In the midst of trouble and the pressures of life we can be tempted to try to achieve and 
maintain our sense of well-being by handling life as we think is best, even when it means we disobey 
God’s clear commands. 

APPL: For that single young man or woman who sees the 20’s slipping by, and who see friends getting 
married the temptation may come to lower one’s standards, and/or marry someone who is not a 
believer.   For others, to dull the pain or block out fear we can be tempted to fill our lives with self-
centered pursuits, looking to pleasure or material possessions to meet the needs of our heart. We may 
find ourselves violating our conscience and leaving our faith to gather dust in the back closest of our 
lives as we deliberately pursue our own desires. We highhandedly decide we know what is best for our 
lives, even though our actions clearly violate Christ’s commands. 
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PREVIEW: The coming of Jesus, Immanuel, means God is with you to provide salvation and hope no 
matter how hopeless your situation seems at the moment. In the midst of the calamities of life God is 
with you, if you will respond with faith and obedience to Him. But also the fact that Jesus is Immanuel 
means that God is with you and me to discipline and correct us when we persist in walking in 
disobedience.  

Now tƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ and the confirming sign He has given the more hope we 
can have. But we must believe God’s Word and trust Him 

Set the Stage Biblically: In today’s sermon we continue to consider Isaiah’s prophecy of the virgin giving 
birth to a son, named Immanuel, and the unwrapping of its complete fulfillment by the birth of Jesus, 
which was announced by Gabriel to the virgin Mary.      

PREVIEW:  The angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of the birth of Jesus fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah 
to Ahaz. Lƴ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΦ  We are 
going to see first, the child was to be called άWŜǎǳǎέ (because He would save His people from their sins. 
This seems to refer to the first part of the prophecy of Isaiah 7, for that is a promise of salvation for the 
nation from the prophet Isaiah. 

Then we will see that the second name Gabriel gives for the Messiah is “Son of the Most HighΦέ We will 
see that this title fits the second part of Isaiah chapter seven, which addresses the House of David, 
promising a glorious future in the birth of the king. 

Then next week we will look at the third title that Gabriel gives for this child to be born, ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
We will see that Gabriel’s message draws all the themes of Isaiah 7 together in a series of names. 

Announce the passage: For the Scripture reading turn with me in your Bibles to the account of Gabriel 
announcing to the virgin Mary she will give birth to the Messiah. Turn with me in your Bibles to Luke 
1:26-38 (p. 903).  

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΚ Last week we noted that:  

The promise of Immanuel (God with us) means salvation. Live with 
confidence because Jesus is a saving presence (Luke 1:26-31). 

The promise of Immanuel means we have God’s saving presence with us! In Gabriel’s announcement to 
Mary ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ DŀōǊƛŜƭ ǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ άWŜǎǳǎΦέ The Greek form of the 
name LŢǎƻǳǎ, which was translated into Latin as Jesus, is the same as the Hebrew Yeshua (Joshua), which 
means ά¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǎŀǾŜǎ” or “He saves and He will save.”  The explanation for the giving of the name Jesus 
makes this perfectly clear—“He will save.” Notice Luke 1:26-31 (NKJV): “Now in the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 and having come in, the 
angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”  
29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this 
was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 and 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 

Matthew tells us that an angel of the Lord told Joseph, *SLIDE:+ “*Mary+ will give birth to a son and you 
will name him Jesus, ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ 1:22 This all happened so that 
what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be fulfilled: 1:23 “Look! The virgin will conceive 
and bear a son, and they will call him Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.” 1:24 When Joseph awoke 
from sleep he did what the angel of the Lord told him. He took his wife, 1:25 but did not have marital 
relations with her until she gave birth to a son, whom he named WŜǎǳǎέ (Matt 1:21-25 NET). [BLANK 
SLIDE] 
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So the birth of Immanuel into the world represents most certainly a saving presence. But it is now a far 
greater salvation than what the people in the days of Isaiah expected. There it was deliverance from 
enemies; here it is eternal salvation from sin and all the effects of sin. 

{ƻ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ 
Immanuel, is a saving presence. The Son of God came into the world to remove sin and guilt from our 
lives by His atoning blood. But He continues to be with us to deliver us from guilty fears, oppression, 
diseases, and even death.  He never leaves us nor forsakes us. Jesus Christ’s presence is a saving, 
delivering presence.  

APPL: God is with you, whatever you are facing in your life right now. In the midst of trials in your home 
life, God is with you. In the midst of physical difficulties, God is with you. In the midst of temptations, 
God is with you. In the midst of stress at work, God is with you. Whatever circumstances, whatever 
stresses, no matter how threatening circumstances seem to your well-being, GOD IS WITH YOU! 

*** But you have to BELIEVE in Him!  Certainly faith is required for eternal salvation itself.  But that 
same faith continues in a life of submission to Christ. So for us who believe, salvation is guaranteed; and 
as our faith grows strong we become more confident that He is the Savior, because His presence is a 
Saving Presence.  Live with confidence, for Jesus is a saving presence, Trans: The second title that 
Gabriel uses for the Messiah reminds us that: 

The promise of Immanuel means the preservation of kingship: it is a 
comforting presence. Live with security, for Jesus is a comforting 
presence (Luke 1:32-33). 

Not only can we live with confidence because Jesus is a saving presence. Second, we can live with 
security, for Jesus is a comforting presence.  

[God ensures that the royal line of David will continue.] 

In Isaiah 7 God confronts King Ahaz, a descendant of David. God promises this king that the northern 
coalition will not succeed. To confirm this promise, King Ahaz is invited to ask for a sign—anything at all.    
Now, Ahaz is no believer, as the Book of Kings makes clear for us.  So he finds himself in a dilemma.  If he 
asks for a sign he will be submitting to the prophet; if he does not ask for a sign, then everyone will 
know that he truly is a pagan.  So trying to act religious Ahaz says he will not ask for a sign because that 
would be “testing” the LORD. 

Well, the prophet Isaiah sees through this immediately:  Was it not enough that Ahaz and the royal court 
wearied the people of Judah? Would he know weary God with his failure to obey as well? Ahaz has tried 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ and so God will now work without him.  It is as if Isaiah says, “God has a 
wonderful plan for the royal family of David—but you are not in it.” 

The Lord Himself would give a sign, not just to Ahaz now, but to the whole House of David. The sign was 
that a virgin would conceive and give birth to a son and call his name άLƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣέ which ƳŜŀƴǎ άDƻŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦέ  With the nation on the brink of disaster the LORD guarantees a future to the Davidic dynasty 
and thereby the nation—a child would be born into the royal family, and his presence would signify that 
God was still with the people of Israel, even in the judgment to come upon the nation. 

APPL: Imagine this for a moment.  There was an unbelieving king on the throne.  The enemy was at the 
door.  The land was filled with chaos and devastation—it was almost a wasteland. Aand God was with 
them?  Why would He call this coming prince "Immanuel"?   The nation was going to face even greater 
oppression, destruction, fear, suffering and dying in the near future.  The people needed some sign that 
God was not through with them. So God predicts that in the House of David there would be an 
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unexpected birth; a guarantee from God that the dynasty, and the nation, would survive, even if it 
took supernatural means.  

REIT: God, thus, ensures that the royal line of David will continue. Not just during the days of Ahaz. The 
Word of God goes on to predict that the promised king would be eternal.  

Whatever aspects of the prophet's words were realized in the days of Ahaz, we know that the prophecy 
was ultimately and perfectly fulfilled in Jesus. Once again an unbeliever was on the throne in 
Jerusalem—King  Herod.  And the nation was in political & spiritual crisis. Only now the real oppressor 
was the Roman government.  And into that world the angel Gabriel comes to announce to a virgin 
named Mary that she will conceive and have a son, and that that child would inherit the throne of David. 

***In this regard we have the second naming in the passage; Gabriel said this One to be born to Mary 
would be called άǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǎǘέ ƻǊ ά{ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘΦέ  Notice Luke 1:32-33 (NKJV): “He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 
end.”     What an amazing name!  From before the Israelite period Jerusalem had been the center of the 
worship of the “Most High God” (Hebrew ΩŜƭ ΩŜƭȅƻƴ).  It was Melchizedek, the king of Salem, i.e., 
Jerusalem, who was the priest of the “Most High God,” whom Abraham met.  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άaƻǎǘ IƛƎƘέ 
expresses the sovereignty of GodΦ !ǎ DƻŘΩǎ {ƻƴΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ 
Lord of Heaven.  There is none higher. 

In time David conquered Jerusalem and came to sit on the throne of this Melchizedek.  Then, when God 
made a covenant with David, He declared He would be a Father to him, and that David—and his 
descendants—would be a άǎƻƴΦέ  The Davidic Covenant was to be an everlasting covenant, meaning that 
the House of David would be a perpetual dynasty.  .ȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ άǎƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘ 
God was guaranteeing the future dynasty by His presence with the Davidic king. 

And so in Gabriel’s announcement to Mary these themes are drawn together.  This child would be the 
ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘΦέ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛŘƛŎ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ Iƛǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ancient throne of the royal priests of Jerusalem.  He would have the royal title of “son” to be sure, but 
His kingship would have all the authority of the Most High God. Gabriel announced that Jesus would 
“reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end” (cf. Luke 1:33). 

APPL: With such authority this king would be greater than any other.  With all the authority of Heaven 
His kingship would be safe and secure, established from everlasting to everlasting.  Accordingly, there 
could be no better description for Him than Immanuel, God with us. 

So no matter what the circumstances of this world might be, thƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
comforting presence, for He will reign forever.  Nothing can interfere with the stability of His 
government, or the authority of His majesty. 

ILL: Was it not the case that in a dark hour in LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ, in the year that king Uzziah died, 
that the young prophet saw “the LORD, High and Lifted Up”?  The king had died; but Isaiah said, SLIDE: 
“In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the sovereign master seated on a high, elevated throne. . . . My 
eyes have seen the king, the Lord who commands armies” (Isaiah 6:1, 5b, NET). BLANK SLIDE   And in 
John 12:41 our Lord Jesus Christ affirmed that it was He whom Isaiah saw, in the heavenly sanctuary, 
with the glory that He had before coming into this world.  SLIDE: “Isaiah said these things because he 
saw Christ’s glory, and spoke about him” (John 12:41 NET). BLANK SLIDE   And so as our great King of 
kings He is WITH USτeven to the end of the world.  And that is a comforting presence that brings 
stability. 

APPL: As a believer in Jesus Christ you are not alone. Jesus, our great King of kings is with you. Jesus 
presence is a comforting presence that brings stability. When your world seems to be falling apart, 
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keep looking to the Lord for the stability you need. In order for Jesus’ presence to be a comforting 
presence you have to believe in Him! You have to trust Him. 

The promised King is eternal (and able to meet all your needs) but you have to believe in Him! You 
have to trust Him!  In order for Jesus’ presence to be a comforting presence you have to believe and 
trust Him.     

***APPL: And as you do, you will build confidence in His sovereignty!  The turmoil of the world will be 
seen in an entirely different way.  And so this is the faith that overcomes the world, faith in a King who 
has all the authority of Heaven. Live with security, for Jesus is a comforting presence. What needs are 
you worried about this morning that faith in a King who has all the authority of Heaven cannot meet? 
What troubles do you have, that the All-Sufficient Ruler of the Universe cannot meet?  Jesus is the Son 
of the Most High. Jesus is the King who has all the authority of Heaven. God says to you this morning in 
the midst of your crisis: ά[ƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ. I will meet your needs, 
ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƻƭŘǎΗέ 

TRANS: Now the promise of God’s presence is also a warning to each of us who name Christ as our Lord! 
If, in the midst of your crisis, you turn away from God, you go your own way, God will still be with you, 
as a believer, but God will be with you in judgment, seeking to bring you to repentance. 

The lesson from Isaiah chapter seven is that when we fail to trust God, when we turn away from Him in 
unbelief, God is with us, but rather than providing deliverance God is with us in judgment, seeking to 
lovingly draw us back to Himself.  

The historical setting for Isaiah’s prophecy  recorded in Isaiah chapter seven that a virgin would have a 
son is critical to the account since Isaiah supplies it and the prophesy draws on its timing. The year is 
734 B.C. The people of the southern kingdom of Judah and their king face a crisis that threatens their 
well-being and safety.  On the throne in Nineveh is Tiglathpileser III, a ruthless and powerful king. Syria, 
the ancient Aramaea, with its main city in Damascus, and Ephraim, the northern Israelite state, with its 
main city Samaria, have united to form a coalition against the kingdom of Judah with its capital in 
Jerusalem.   [SLIDE of Map of these areas]  [God sent Isaiah to encourage Judah when threatened by 
Israel and Damascus. ²ƘŜƴ !ƘŀȊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ LǎŀƛŀƘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
predicting future conquests by Assyria (Isa. 7:20; 8:4–8; 10:5), but the promise that a remnant would 
return (Isa. 10:20–23).] 

So !ƘŀȊΣ ¦ȊȊƛŀƘΩǎ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ When he hears of this coalition 
that was made to replace him with one Tabeel, he seeks support from Tiglathpileser (Pul in the 
historical account) against them. The Book of Kings actually says that Ahaz is a άǎƻƴέ ƻŦ tǳƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ŀ 
political dependent. SLIDES: “At that time King Rezin of Syria and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel 
attacked Jerusalem. They besieged Ahaz, but were unable to conquer him. 16:6 (At that time King Rezin of 
Syria recovered Elat for Syria; he drove the Judahites from there. Syrians arrived in Elat and live there to 
this very day.) 16:7 Ahaz sent messengers to King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and 
your dependent. March up and rescue me from the power of the king of Syria and the king of Israel, who 
have attacked me.” 16:8 Then Ahaz took the silver and gold that were in the Lord’s temple and in the 
treasuries of the royal palace and sent it as tribute to the king of Assyria. 16:9 The king of Assyria 
responded favorably to his request; he attacked Damascus and captured it. He deported the people to 
Kir and executed Rezin” (2 Kings 16-5-9). BLANK SLIDE 

This alliance and its costly tribute were foolish, because the Assyrian king was going to destroy the 
northern coalition anyway. Isaiah came to warn Ahaz that only the LORD could guarantee safety. Now 
in Isa 7:1-9 we read: SLIDES: “During the reign of Ahaz . . . king of Judah, King Rezin of Syria and King 
Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel marched up to Jerusalem to do battle, but they were unable to prevail 
against it. 7:2 It was reported to the family of David [i.e., to Ahaz, his family and the royal court+, “Syria 
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has allied with Ephraim” *i.e., the northern kingdom of Israel+. They and their people were emotionally 
shaken, just as the trees of the forest shake before the wind. 7:3 So the Lord told Isaiah, “Go out with 
your son Shear-jashub *whose name means “a remnant will return”+ and meet Ahaz…. 7:4 Tell him, ΨaŀƪŜ 
sure you stay calm! 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜŘ by these two stubs of smoking logs, or by 
the raging anger of Rezin, Syria, and the son of Remaliah. 7:5 Syria has plotted with Ephraim and the son 
of Remaliah to bring about your demise. 7:6 They say, “Let’s attack Judah, terrorize it, and conquer it. 
Then we’ll set up the son of Tabeel as its king.” 7:7 For this reason the sovereign master, the Lord, says: 
“It will not take place; it will not happen. 7:8 For Syria’s leader is Damascus, and the leader of Damascus is 
Rezin. Within sixty-five years Ephraim will no longer exist as a nation. 7:9 Ephraim’s leader is Samaria, and 
Samaria’s leader is the son of Remaliah. If your faith does not remain firm, then you will not remain 
ǎŜŎǳǊŜέ (Isa 7:1-9 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

When Ahaz fails to respond correctly, the LORD announces the sign of the birth of Immanuel in the royal 
family to show that Judah would survive this present threat from the northern alliance of Syria and the 
northern kingdom of Israel.  The LORD also announces the birth of Immanuel to remind the people that 
God was not only present with them in the Syrian-Israelite crisis, fully capable of rescuing them; but also 
God was present with them in judgment, disciplining them for their lack of trust with the greater 
invasion by the Assyrians and Egyptians. (See Isa 7:10-25.)  

SLIDES: The Lord again spoke to Ahaz: 7:11 ‘Ask for a confirming sign from the Lord your God. You can 
even ask for something miraculous.’ 7:12 But Ahaz responded, “I don’t want to ask; I don’t want to put 
the Lord to a test.” 7:13 So Isaiah replied, “Pay attention, family of David. Do you consider it too 
insignificant to try the patience of men? Is that why you are also trying the patience of my God? 7:14 For 
this reason the sovereign master himself will give you a confirming sign. Look, this [virgin] is about to 
conceive and will give birth to a son. You, young woman, will name him Immanuel. 7:15 He will eat sour 
milk and honey, which will help him know how to reject evil and choose what is right. 7:16 Here is why 
this will be so: Before the child knows how to reject evil and choose what is right, the land whose two 
kings you fear will be desolate. 7:17 The Lord will bring on you, your people, and your father’s family a 
time unlike any since Ephraim departed from Judah – the king of Assyria!” (Isa 7:10-14 NET). BLANK 
SLIDE 

A young woman known to those present when Isaiah delivered this message to Ahaz (perhaps a 
member of the royal family) would soon give birth to a boy whom the mother would name Immanuel, 
“God is with us.” Eventually Immanuel would be forced to eat sour milk and honey, which would enable 
him to make correct moral decisions. Cultivated crops would be gone because of the devastation 
brought about by the Assyrian invasion. The people would be forced to live off the milk produced by 
their goats and the honey they find in the thickets. As the child is forced to eat a steady diet of this sour 
milk and honey, he will be reminded of the consequences of sin and motivated to make correct moral 
decisions in order to avoid further outbreaks of divine discipline. 

How would this situation come about and how would it constitute a sign? Before this situation 
developed, the Israelites and Syrians would be defeated. But then the Lord would usher in a period of 
time unlike any since the division of the kingdom almost 200 years before. The Assyrians would 
overrun the land, destroy the crops, and force the people to subsist on goats’ milk and honey. At that 
time, as the people saw Immanuel eating his sour milk and honey, the Davidic family would be forced to 
acknowledge that God was indeed with them. He was present with them in the Syrian-Israelite crisis, 
fully capable of rescuing them; but he was also present with them in judgment, disciplining them for 
their lack of trust. The moral of the story is quite clear: CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
can turn potential blessing into disciplinary judgment. [Cf. NET note with Isa 7:25.] 
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[Conclusion] 

Never get over the wonder and awe that God dwells with us! God dwells with us who have put our trust 
in Jesus Christ. God is with us in the person of Jesus Christ! Immanuel! Christ’s presence with us is a 
saving presence! You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins. 

Christ’s presence is a comforting presence: He shall be called the Son of the Most High.  So how do we 
live since God is with us? 

Live with confidence, for Jesus is a saving presence. Live with security, for Jesus is a comforting 
presence. 

Nothing is too hard for God. The good work that God has begun in you, He will perfect until the day of 
Christ. 

ILL: I love the inscription on wǳǘƘ .Ŝƭƭ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǘƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜ at her resting place at the Billy Graham 
Library in Charlotte, North Carolina. Years ago, Mrs. Graham, wife of evangelist Billy Graham, saw a sign 
by the road: ά9ƴŘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴτ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΦέ Smiling, she remarked that she 
wanted those words on her gravestone. 

After her death in June 2007, her desire was carried out. Her grave marker bears the Chinese character 
for righteousness (Mrs. Graham was born in China), followed by the words that made her smile: ά9ƴŘ ƻŦ 
/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ tŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

Jesus’ presence is a saving presence. Jesus invites you to trust Him in the midst of whatever you are 
going through. Trust God and His presence to be with you! No mater what you are facing keep trusting 
God. 

For Christ’s promise of His presence also serves as a warning to you and me. In the midst of the trials 
you are going through make sure your faith in God remains firm. Keep looking to God for the strength 
and wisdom and direction you need.  

Keep trusting God, no matter what circumstances you may be facing. For the promise of God’s saving 
presence with us also serves as a warning that God is present with us in judgment, disciplining us when 
we fail to trust Him. When we deliberately turn from God into sin, God will still be with us, but He will 
be us in judgment, disciplining us for our unbelief and disobedience. 

APPL: For that single young lady who, as a believer, goes ahead in disobedience to God and marries that 
unbeliever, Christ is still with her. But as the years roll by and she experiences added friction and conflict 
in her marriage due to her spouse being an unbeliever, God is with her in discipline, seeking to help her 
see her need to obey Christ, even when her emotions are telling her to do what is contrary to God’s will. 

Where are you this morning, believer, in your relationship with Christ? Are you walking with Christ in 
obedience, or have you turned your back on Christ and His commands in certain areas of your life? The 
war-ravaged land of Israel, with thorns and briers replacing the cultivated crops pictured for us in Isaiah 
7, serves as a warning to you and me.  SLIDE: “Do not be deceived. God will not be made a fool. For a 
person will reap what he sows, 6:8 because the person who sows to his own flesh will reap corruption 
from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 6:9 So we must 
not grow weary in doing good, for in due time we will reap, if we do not give up. 6:10 So then, whenever 
we have an opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who belong to the family of 
faith” (Gal 6:7-10 NET). BLANK SLIDE 

Let’s put out of our lives that which hinders our walk with Christ. SLIDE: “Put to death whatever in your 
nature belongs to the earth: sexual immorality, impurity, shameful passion, evil desire, and greed which 
is idolatry. 3:6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disobedience” (Col 3:5-6 
NET). BLANK SLIDE   You and I cannot afford to continue to sow to our flesh. Sow to God’s Spirit. and we 
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can do so because Christ is with us and loves us! SLIDE:  “As the elect of God, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 3:13 bearing with 
one another and forgiving one another. . . . 3:14 And to all these virtues add love” (Col 3:10-14 NET). 
BLANK SLIDE   *Salvation….+ 


