
The Promise of God’s Presence (Part 1)1 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 

Do you ever feel like you are all alone?.... 

ILL: ²ƘŜƴ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎ LΩƳ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ Pepper Rodgers, head coach at the time of the 

¦/[! Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфтлΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

alumni and fans as his team suffered through a poor season. Things got so bad, he remembers with a 

smile, that friends became hard to find. άaȅ ŘƻƎ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣέ wƻŘƎŜǊǎ ǎŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ άL 

told my wife that every man needs at least two good friendsτand she bought me another DOGΦέ [Cf. 

Today in the Word, November, 1996, 27.] 

There is no anguish like the consuming anguish of loneliness. Ask the uniformed man thousands of miles 

at sea or in some bar tonight . . . or the divorcee in that apartment . . . or the one who just buried his or 

ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ Φ Φ Φ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƳǎ ŀŎƘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘŀƪen . . . or even the 

single, career-minded person who prepares  a meal for one and goes to bed early, alone, surrounded by 

ǘƘŜ ƳǳǘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ ώ/ŦΦ {ǿƛƴŘƻƭƭΣ Growing Strong, 140.] 

From the beginning God designed us as social creatures, because it was not good for us to be alone. And 

even when by sin we abandoned God, He had no intention of leaving us alone. In the sinful world in 

which we live, trying to live our lives separated from those around us does not work. God made us to 

need one another. But God also made us to need HIM!!! While separation and isolation from other 

people is difficult enough separation from God is death. 

And so God set about immediately on His plan of redemption to restore our lost fellowship with Him 

and the consequent damage that loss has done to other relationships.  God desired to be WITH US, and 

He desired that we might be WITH HIM!  bƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ 

redemption holds out to a lost world the promise of eternal life WITH HIM.  And it is this Promise of 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ that forms an essential part of the central message of the Bible. 

bƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘϥǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ Immanuel. DƻŘΩǎ 

promise ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 

begins to be fulfilled when God becomes flesh, in the person of Jesus. 

Throughout history, including this morning, God promises His people, including you and me as believers 

in Jesus Christ, άL ²L[[ .9 WITH ¸h¦Φέ  God's promise to be with us always, gives us hope no matter 

how hopeless our present circumstances may seem. DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

                                                           
1
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭƭŜƴ wƻǎǎΣ άLƳƳŀƴǳŜƭέΥ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ /Ŧ.  

http://www.christianleadershipcenter.org/sermon23.htm  accessed 12/2/09Φ {ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ !ƭƭŜƴ wƻǎǎΩǎ ŜȄŜƎŜǘƛŎŀƭ 
comments on Isaiah 7:1-нр ŀǘ άA Call for Faith and the Sign of Immanuel Isaiah 7:1-25Φέ /ŦΦ 
http://bible.org/seriespage/call-faith-and-sign-immanuel-isaiah-71-25  
 
 

http://www.christianleadershipcenter.org/sermon23.htm
http://bible.org/seriespage/call-faith-and-sign-immanuel-isaiah-71-25
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the two ways to live. We can live like the world, thinking we can live our lives independent of God. We 

can arrogantly think we know best how to live our lives. But living our lives independently of God 

ultimately leads to death, separation from God. 

DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ how greatly we need Him. God designed us to 

live our lives by faith in the reality of His presence. !ǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

presence, we will find that God provides us with what we need not only to cope with life but also to 

have victory over the world.  

DƻŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΤ ǎƻ IŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΗέ  Jacob, through 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƪƴŜǿ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŦƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Esau. God 

promised to be with him. Joseph, ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

everyone had forgotten him. God promised to be with Joseph in everything he did and he prospered.  

Moses, ǿƘƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ with Him and speak 

through Him. Moses endured as seeing Him who is invisible (cf. Heb 11:27). DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ 

people resulted in God directing a sanctuary to be built in order that God might be with His people. 

Gideon, ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ presence saw that God had not abandoned unfaithful Israel. God 

promised to go out with Gideon and be with him in everything he did. Throughout history we 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘϥǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ   !ƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΥ άL !a ²L¢I ¸h¦Η 

WhateveǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ȅƻǳΦέ  

PREVIEW: We are going to see that for this great promise of God being with us the prophet Isaiah 

foresaw the wonderful fulfillmentτthere  would be a birth, an unexpected birth, that would be a sign 

that God truly was with His peopleτLƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣ άDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗέ  But what does that mean?  What is the 

significance of such a promise, that God would actually be with us? 

I invite you to take a closer look with me at Isaiah's prophecy of Immanuel in order to understand better 

how the angel Gabriel explains it to Mary in Luke 1.  The key for our study will be the names that are 

used, both by the prophet and by the angel.  In fact, the names that Gabriel introduces fit perfectly the 

major emphases of the prophet's message. Over these next two weeks as we look at the names the 

ŀƴƎŜƭ DŀōǊƛŜƭ ǳǎŜǎ ŀǎ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

us. 

Announce the passage: For the Scripture reading this morning turn with me in your Bibles to Isa 7:10-14 

(p. 610).  

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΚ IŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ 

that:  

The promise of Immanuel (God with us) means salvation. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ saving presence with us! God saves His people 

from their troubles. The context of Isaiah 7 is that the Kingdom of Judah needed to be saved from her 

enemies. So the prophet Isaiah announces this deliverance can be assured! The time is 734 B.C.  Wicked 

King Ahaz reigns on the throne in Jerusalem. 
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Ahaz and the kingdom of Judah he reigns over are in trouble. Ahaz faces opposition from a northern 

coalition of King Rezin of Damascus and King Pekah of Samaria. These kings to the north of Judah wish 

to depose Ahaz as king in Jerusalem and put up their own puppet king. 

Now one day as King Ahaz prepares for their attack he is out inspecting his water supply. Suddenly, the 

prophet Isaiah, with his young son, goes out to meet him.  LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ YƛƴƎ !ƘŀȊ ƛs that the 

attempt by the northern coalition will not succeed.  9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

northern armies; ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ΨǎƳƻƭŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜōǊŀƴŘǎΩΤ their plan will not be carried 

outτBut you HAVE to believeΦέ   

As Isaiah finishes giving this promise to King Ahaz of Judah, Isaiah adds a condition. The condition 

concerns faith, belief, trust.  bƻǘƛŎŜ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǾΦ фΥ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ not believe, Surely 

ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ όLǎŀ тΥфō bYW±ύΦ !ǎ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ YƛƴƎ !ƘŀȊΩǎ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƘŜ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ !ƘŀȊΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘΥ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ώǇƭΦϐ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ώǇƭΦϐ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŘǳǊŜέ 

όLǎŀ тΥфō IŜōǊŜǿύΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŦƛǊƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎŜŎǳǊŜέ όLǎŀ тΥфō b9¢ύΦ  

Isaiah sets forth the alternatives before King Ahaz. If the king wants to survive the coming invasion from 

ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ IŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ True security from all 

danger (even judgment) comes by faith in DƻŘΩǎ supernatural provision of Immanuel. The name 

Immanuel means literally: άwith usτDƻŘΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ άDƻŘ with ǳǎΦέ 

APPL: To believe means to consider the word of the LORD reliable and then act on it. Isaiah warns 

wicked King Ahaz that Ahaz must stop seeking political alliances and trust he Lord or there will be no 

ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ  άhƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣέ LǎŀƛŀƘ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎΣ άif you do believe, you will be made secureΦέ 

APPL: So too, for you and me, there is salvationτbut we have to believe. We can experience freedom 

from the power of sin over us, but we must believe and obey what God tells us to do.     We wonder why 

we find ourselves being defeated regularly in certain areas of our lives. Does are going back to sin, not 

show our lack of trust in God. By our actions ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άL ƪƴƻǿ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ DƻŘέΚ 

¢w!b{Υ DƻŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ άLC ȅƻǳ Řƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 

to the royal family underscores this promiseτthe sign of Immanuel was that God was with them!  To 

encourage King Ahaz to believe, God offers to let him ask for a sign, anything at all that Ahaz can think 

of, and God would do it. But wicked King Ahaz refuses to do that. Notice vv. 10-12 of Isa chapter 7: 

άάaƻǊŜƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ !ƘŀȊΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ 11 ά!ǎƪ a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; ask 

ƛǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀōƻǾŜΦέ  12 .ǳǘ !ƘŀȊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪΣ ƴƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ L ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗέ  

(Isa 7:10-12 NKJV). The king sounds pious; but we know from the Book of Kings that he is a wicked 

unbeliever. Ahaz is trapped here. If Ahaz asks for the sign, he will be submitting to the prophet; if he 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ {ƻ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻǳƴŘ Ǉƛƻǳǎ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

ǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ !ƘŀȊ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘǎ ǇƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ Ƙe will not so test God. So God gives a sign that tells of 

the future of the Davidic kingdomτwithout this corrupt king in it. 

Notice vv. 13-14: ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜŀǊ ƴƻǿΣ h ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΗ Is it a small thing for you to weary men, 

but will you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
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ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǊ ŀ {ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭέ όLǎŀ тΥмо-14 NKJV). Now it is important 

ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ virgin birth does not depend on the meaning of the Hebrew word, 

almah, translated virgin here in Isa 7:14. The NT makes clear that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a 

virgin, and that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matt 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38). 

The Hebrew word translated virgin here in Isa 7:14 is ΨŀƭƳŀƘ (from a root ΨŀƭŀƳύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άǘƘŜ 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ a young woman who is ripe for marriage. The context determines 

whether the term refers to a  young woman or virgin. In this context, here in Isa 7:14, in the royal court, 

ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

certainly be presumed to be a virgin. Such a woman was to have a child, and that child was to be the 

proof of the presence of God among His people, signified by the name ΨLƳƳŀƴǳ-ΩŜƭΣ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣ άǿƛǘƘ 

us-DƻŘΦέ The sign would be proof that the royal Davidic household and thereby the nation of Judah 

would indeed survive and have a glorious future. 

This prophecy in Isa 7:14 has a near-term, partial fulfillment during the time of King Ahaz, and an 

ultimate and complete fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ. The prophecy as directed primarily to 

!ƘŀȊ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !ƘŀȊΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŀƭƳŃƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

virgin when Isaiah spoke his message, but then she would marry and have a baby. This young princess (a 

virgin at the time of this prophecy), who is unknown to us, but known in the court would suddenly marry 

and have a child as a sign that the David dynasty would continue.  When the Aram-Israel alliance was 

broken the boy would still be young. God would provide confirming proof that a believing remnant 

would survive and be protected by the Lord. 

But the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy finds its fulfillment in Jesus, born of the virgin Mary. 

Ultimately the fulfillment is Jesus Christ. It was also during a time of warfare and political crisis that 

the virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus the Messiah, as a sign that the line of David would continue, that 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ ƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ 

IŜǊƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōƛǊǘƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴings 

of these words, meaning, they find their fullest meaning in Him.  

Jesus is Immanuelτin the real and true sense. The doctrine of the Incarnation is that God came into 

this world and became flesh; Jesus is not a mere mortal; His words are the words of God and to be 

believed.   Immanuel, then is the sign that God is with us! And so from the first part of Isaiah chapter 

ǎŜǾŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ a SAVING presence. 

This message is underscored by the names of the prophet and his son.  As Isaiah chapter seven opens 

we find the prophet going to meet Ahaz at the water supply.  The name of the prophet is Isaiahτ

Yeshayahu [pronounced yeh-sha-yah-hoo] in Hebrew, means ά¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǎŀǾŜǎΣέ άǘƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀǾŜǎΦέ  The 

Lord saving people is the central theme of the book of Isaiah. This is especially true of this section of 

Isaiah. ***God promises through the prophet Isaiah that there is salvation through the presence of 

the Lord. 

bƻǿ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΥ 

She'ar-yashub [pronounced sheh-ar yah-shoov] (cf. Isa 7:3).  This son of Isaiah, whose name means άŀ 
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ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣέ is a reminder and object lesson to Ahaz, his family, and the other Israelites.  Why 

a remnant? Why return?  ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ She'ar-yashub [sheh-ar yah-shoov] assumes that 

there will be a war, a judgment. But God affirms there will be survivors, a new beginning for some of 

themτTHE BELIEVING remnant. The prophets often used the names of their families to summarize their 

messages; it made their children incarnate words. Isaiah himself will say in chapter 8 that he and his 

ǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ άǎƛƎƴǎΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ όŎŦΦ Lǎŀ уΥмуύΦ 

Thus, the message to the king through these names is the same as the direct message from the prophet: 

a major war is coming, but a remnant will return, for there is salvation because the LORD will be with 

themτIF THEY BELIEVE. 

[God saves people from their sins.] 

In the New Testament the fulfillment of this prophecy is recorded with the birth of the Savior, Christ the 

LORD, the promised Immanuel.  When the angel Gabriel comes to announce the birth to Mary, he says: 

SLIDE: ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ΨWŜǎǳǎΣΩ ōŜcause He will save Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎέ όŎŦΦ [ǳƪŜ мΥом 

with Matt 1:21).  BLANK SLIDE Here is the first name Gabriel gives.  And it too will be a summary of the 

message, an άƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦέ The doctrine of the Incarnation is that God came into this world and 

became flesh. 

The name Jesus in Hebrew is ¸ŜǎƘǳŀΦΨ  The name Yeshua ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άLǎŀƛŀƘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΥ άIŜ ǎŀǾŜǎ ƻǊ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜέ ƻǊ ά¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǎŀǾŜǎ ƻǊ  

¸ŀƘǿŜƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜΦέ  And the explanation for the giving of the name Jesus makes this perfectly clearτάIŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ όƘƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎύΦέ Jesus saves you and me from our sins. 

APPL: So the birth of Immanuel into the world represents most certainly a saving presence. But it is now 

a far greater salvation than what the people in the days of Isaiah expected. There it was deliverance 

from enemies; here it is eternal salvation from sin and all the effects of sin! 

APPL: Immanuel is a saving presence. The name Immanuel reminds us that God saves people from 

their sins. The Son of God came into the world to remove sin and guilt from our lives by His atoning 

blood. But He continues to be with us to deliver us from guilty fears, oppression, diseases, and even 

death.  He never leaves us nor forsakes us. WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀǾƛƴƎΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ One 

of the last things Jesus said before He ascended back to heaven was that He is with us ALWAYS, even to 

the end of the world. 

APPL: God is with you, whatever you are facing in your life right now. In the midst of trials in your home 

life, God is with you. In the midst of physical difficulties, God is with you. In the midst of temptations, 

God is with you. Whatever circumstances, no matter how threatening they seem to your well-being, 

GOD IS WITH YOU! 

*** But you have to believe in Him! Certainly faith is required for eternal salvation itself.  But that same 

faith continues in a life of submission to Christ. So for us who believe, salvation is guaranteed; and as our 

faith grows strong we become more confident that He is the Savior, because His presence is a Saving 

Presence. 
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 CONCLUSION: God dwells with those who believe, those who have a broken and contrite heart. God 

is with us!  Immanuel!  It is a saving presence: You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people 

from their sins. 

APPL: How do we live if God is with us? Live with confidence, for God is a saving presence.  Since you 

have believed in Christ, stand firm in all the difficulties of this life. GOD IS WITH YOU! He will see you 

through and strengthen you in the trials and testings you face, IF YOU BELIEVE!  Trust God to provide 

you with the strength you need. And If God is with us who can be against us! 

SLIDES: άLƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all ς how will he not also, 

along with him, freely give us all things? 8:33 ²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘΚ It is God who 

justifies. 8:34 Who is the one who will condemn? Christ is the one who died (and more than that, he was 

raised), who is at the right hand of God, and who also is interceding for us. 8:35 Who will separate us from 

the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 

sword? 8:36 !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άFor your sake we encounter death all day long; we were considered as 

sheep to be slaughteredΦέ 8:37 No, in all these things we have complete victory through him who loved 

us! 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor things that 

are present, nor things to come, nor powers, 8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Chriǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘέ όwƻƳ уΥон-39 NET). BLANK SLIDE   

Trust God and the promise of His presence with the difficult circumstances you presently face. 

ώ/ŀƴŎŜǊΤ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΤ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΤ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƧƻōΤ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΤΧϐ bƻǿΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

the promise of His presence in the midst of your difficulties, what difference will this make in what 

you do? Instead of worrying about what tomorrow might bring, do you think God wants you to keep 

trusting Him and bringing your concerns before the Lord in prayer? (Cf. Phil 4:6-7.) 

Transition to Invitation/Communion: God knows the loneliness you feel this morning. God knows and 

He cares! God not only knows and caresτHe understands. God is touched, He is moved.   In the 

strangling grip of Golgotha, our Savior experienced the maximum impact of loneliness. For several hours 

ƻƴ DƻƭƎƻǘƘŀ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊǎƻƻƪ WŜǎǳǎΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƭŜŘΦ hƴŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ IƛƳΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

Father turned away. In the bottomless agony of that moment, our Lord criedτHe literally screamed 

aloud (cf. matt 27:45-46). The loneliness of those dark hours as our Savior carried our sin cannot be 

adequately pictured. But is it any wonder that Jesus, Immanuel, is now able to sympathize and enter in 

as we battle feelings of loneliness? Know this morning that God cares for you! The promise of Immanuel 

(God with us) means salvation. 

SALVATION: In order for you to escape eternal separation from God, God must be with you. And in 

order for God to be with you, you must believe.  What does it mean to believe in Christ for eternal 

salvation?    To have the promisŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

alone as your Savior.    Are you trusting in your own abilities to earn acceptance with God, or are you 

trusting in the death of Christ to pay for your sins, and the resurrection of Christ to give you new life? 

On a scale of 0 to 100 percent, how sure are you that you would spend eternity with God if you died 

today? 
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An answer of less than 100 percent may indicate you are trusting, at least in part, in yourself. You may 

be thinking, IsnΩǘ ƛǘ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ млл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǎǳǊŜΚ Indeed, it would be arrogance if you 

were trusting in yourselfτyour abilities, your actions, and good deedsτto earn your salvation. 

However, if you are no longer trusting in your own efforts, but in the all-sufficient payment of Christ, 

then 100 percent certainty is a response of humility and thankfulness, not arrogance. 

Reflect on a second question: If you were to die today and stand before God, and He were to ask you, 

ά²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΚέ ǿƘat would you tell Him? Would you mention your abilities, 

church attendance, kindness to others, Christian service, abstinence from a particular sin, or some other 

ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘΚ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ώ{[L59ϐ άCƻǊ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ through faith, and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; 2:9 it is not from works, so that no one can boast. 2:10 For we are his 

workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we 

Ƴŀȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜƳέ ό9ǇƘ нΥу-10 NET). [BLANK SLIDE] 

²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 

death and resurrection alone are sufficient to pay for our sin and separation from God. 

Perhaps you have intellectually believed that Jesus Christ lived 2,000 years ago, performed miracles, 

died on the cross, and was raised from the dead. Perhaps you have even felt close to God at times in 

your life. But biblical faith is more than intellectual assent or warm emotions. 

Consider the analogy of a wedding: An engaged couple may intellectually know they want to marry each 

ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭŦǳƭƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ άL Řƻέ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

are not married. Many people are at this point in their relationship with Christ. They need to say, I do to 

Him. 

LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ IŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ 

by trusting in Christ and accepting His payment for your sins.  As we bow for prayer: You can use this 

prayer to express your faith:  ά[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ¸ƻǳΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƴȅ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ [ƻǊŘΦ L ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 

Your death on the cross as the complete payment for my sins. Thank You for forgiving me and for 

giving me new life. Help me to grow in my understanding of Your love and power so that my life will 

ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ  ώwŀƛǎŜ ƘŀƴŘǎΧΦ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΧ ŎŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǇŜǿΧΦϐ 

Now this morning we are going to celebrate and remember together the wonder of what Jesus Christ, 

LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ όŎŦΦ IŜō мΥоύΣ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ DƻŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ŘǿŜƭǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ for 30+  

ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ {ƻƴΣ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ǎ 

we celebrate communion we do so in remembrance of the sacrifice Jesus made so that we might be 

saved and that God might be with us forever. 

 


