The Promise of God’s Presence (Part 1)1

Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38
Do you ever feel like you are all alone?....
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alumni and fans as his team suffered through a poor season. Things got so bad, he remembers with a

smile, that friends became hardtofind. ¢ a@ R23 ¢l & Yeé 2yfé& (GNHzS FTNASYRIE
told my wife that every man needs at least two good friendst and she bought me another DOG® ECf.

Today in the Word, November, 1996, 27.]

There is no anguish like the consuming anguish of loneliness. Ask the uniformed man thousands of miles
at sea or in some bar tonight . . . or the divorcee in that apartment. . . or the one who just buried his or
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single, career-minded person who prepares a meal for one and goes to bed early, alone,surrounded by
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From the beginning God designed us as social creatures, because it was not good for us to be alone. And
even when by sin we abandoned God, He had no intention of leaving us alone. In the sinful world in

which we live, trying to live our lives separated from those around us does not work. God made us to

need one another. But God also made us to need HIM!!! While separation and isolation from other
people is difficult enough separation from God is death.

And so God set about immediately on His plan of redemption to restore our lost fellowship with Him

and the consequent damage that loss has done to other relationships. God desired to be WITH US, and

He desired that we mightbe WITHHIM! b 2 & 2dza i F2NJ I O NAST Y2YSydsx 2NJ
redemption holds out to a lost world the promise of eternal life WITH HIM. And it is this Promise of

D2RQA& LGS ¥n@sSential part of the central message of the Bible.
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begins to be fulfilled when God becomes flesh, in the person of Jesus.

Throughout history, including this morning, God promises His people, including you and me as believers
inJesus Christ, a L 2 LWITH, h 9 ®dd's promise to be with us always, gives us hope no matter
how hopeless our present circumstances mayseem. D2 RQ& LINRPYA &S G2 0S 6AGK dza
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the two ways to live. We can live like the world, thinking we can live our lives independent of God. We
can arrogantly think we know best how to live our lives. But living our lives independently of God
ultimately leads to death, separation from God.
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live our lives by faith in the reality of Hispresence.! & &2dz I YR L tA@PS gAGK | RIFA
presence, we will find that God provides us with what we need not only to cope with life but also to

have victory over the world.
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everyone had forgotten him. God promised to be with Joseph in everything he did and he prospered.
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through Him. Moses endured as seeing Him who is invisible (cf. Heb 11:27). D2 RQ& LINPYA &S (2 0
people resulted in God directing a sanctuary to be built in order that God might be with His people.

Gideon, i KNR dzZA K G KS IlpibkPnde Aadv hat @od hadnat Bo@ndoned unfaithful Israel. God

promised to go out with Gideon and be with him in everything he did. Throughout history we
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PREVIEW: We are going to see that for this great promise of God being with us the prophet Isaiah
foresaw the wonderful fulfillmentt there would be a birth, an unexpected birth, that would be a sign
that God truly was with His peopleTt L YY I y dzSt I & B@ Rhataldesithiat nimnH\What is the
significance of such a promise, that God would actually be with us?

| invite you to take a closer look with me at Isaiah's prophecy of Immanuel in order to understand better

how the angel Gabriel explains it to Mary in Luke 1. The key for our study will be the names that are

used, both by the prophet and by the angel. In fact, the names that Gabriel introduces fit perfectly the

major emphases of the prophet's message. Over these next two weeks as we look at the names the
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us.

Announce the passage: For the Scripture reading this morning turn with me in your Bibles to Isa 7:10-14
(p. 610).
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that:

The promise of Immanuel (God with us) means salvation.
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from their troubles. The context of Isaiah 7 is that the Kingdom of Judah needed to be saved from her
enemies. So the prophet Isaiah announces this deliverance can be assured! The time is 734 B.C. Wicked
King Ahaz reigns on the throne in Jerusalem.



Ahaz and the kingdom of Judah he reigns over are in trouble. Ahaz faces opposition from a northern
coalition of King Rezin of Damascus and King Pekah of Samaria. These kings to the north of Judah wish
to depose Ahaz as king in Jerusalem and put up their own puppet king.

Now one day as King Ahaz prepares for their attack he is out inspecting his water supply. Suddenly, the

prophet Isaiah, with his young son, goesouttomeethim. L&A A KQ& Y S & &thafhe 12 YAy 3 |
attempt by the northern coalition will notsucceed. 9 8 A Sy G A f & LAIFIAIK &l &axX 52
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outt Butyou HAVE to believe® ¢

As Isaiah finishes giving this promise to King Ahaz of Judah, Isaiah adds a condition. The condition

concerns faith, belief, trust. b2 § A OS Lal Al KQ& & NJ A ynatbdidve, SirkhS§ Sy R 2 F
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Isaiah sets forth the alternatives before King Ahaz. If the king wants to survive the coming invasion from
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danger(even judgmentcomesby faith in D 2 RsOp@rnaturalprovisionof Immanuel The name

Immanuel means literally: dwithust D2 R ¢ (0 K withdZ& % 4 D2 R

APPL: To believe means to consider the word of the LORD reliable and then act on it. Isaiah warns
wicked King Ahaz that Ahaz must stop seeking political alliances and trust he Lord or there will be no
al ¥Side 2N aSOdz2NRiGe o & h ifyoud&Blieve, §oki SilNde fddesEmEeP L & A | K

APPL: So too, for you and me, there is salvationT but we have to believe. We can experience freedom

from the power of sin over us, but we must believe and obey what God tells us to do. We wonder why

we find ourselves being defeated regularly in certain areas of our lives. Does are going back to sin, not

show our lack of trust in God. By ouractionst N ¢S y20 aleéiAy3as aL {yz2e oSdai
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to the royal family underscores this promiset the sign of Immanuel was that God was with them! To

encourage King Ahaz to believe, God offers to let him ask for a sign, anything at all that Ahaz can think

of, and God would do it. But wicked King Ahaz refuses to do that. Notice vv. 10-12 of Isa chapter 7:
Gaaz2NB20SN) GKS [ 2NR &1d!aSignlfodybukseff framzhe lord yolr Sod;ask @ A y 3 X
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(Isa 7:10-12 NKJV). The king sounds pious; but we know from the Book of Kings that he is a wicked

unbeliever. Ahaz is trapped here. If Ahaz asks for the sign, he will be submitting to the prophet; if he
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the future of the Davidic kingdomT without this corrupt king in it.

St

Noticew. 13-14:¢ KSy KS alF ARX &l S| NltagrRalbthing for ydGPodmargmed, ¥ 5 OA RH
but will you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin
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almah,translated virgin here in Isa 7:14. The NT makes clear that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was a

virgin, and that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matt 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38).

The Hebrew word translated virgin here in Isa 7:14 is W f WrbnKarootWI fOF WA G K 'y | NI A Of S
@2dzy3d 62YIl ydé ¢ &Kdulg wonBriNdHo isRige FoOddkiageSThe context determines

whether the term refers to a young woman or virgin. In this context, here in Isa 7:14, in the royal court,
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certainly be presumed to be a virgin. Such a woman was to have a child, and that child was to be the

proof of the presence of God among His people, signified by thename WL Y Y-REzL YY I ydzSt = a4 A
us-D 2 RTdetsign would be proof that the royal Davidic household and thereby the nation of Judah

would indeed survive and have a glorious future.

This prophecy in Isa 7:14 has a near-term, partial fulfillment during the time of King Ahaz, and an

ultimate and complete fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ. The prophecy as directed primarily to
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virgin when Isaiah spoke his message, but then she would marry and have a baby. This young princess (a

virgin at the time of this prophecy), who is unknown to us, but known in the court would suddenly marry

and have a child as a sign that the David dynasty would continue. When the Aram-Israel alliance was

broken the boy would still be young. God would provide confirming proof that a believing remnant

would survive and be protected by the Lord.

But the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy finds its fulfillment in Jesus, born of the virgin Mary.

Ultimately the fulfillment is Jesus Christ. It was also during a time of warfare and political crisis that

the virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus the Messiah, as a sign that the line of David would continue, that
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of these words, meaning, they find their fullest meaning in Him.

Jesus is Immanuelt in the real and true sense. The doctrine of the Incarnation is that God came into

this world and became flesh; Jesus is not a mere mortal; His words are the words of God and to be

believed. Immanuel, then is the sign that God is with us! And so from the first part of Isaiah chapter

aSOSy S aSS K2¢ D2RQa alSNBIGpseye@& Aa FTANRG YR FT2NB

This message is underscored by the names of the prophet and his son. As Isaiah chapter seven opens

we find the prophet going to meet Ahaz at the water supply. The name of the prophet is Isaialt
Yeshayahiipronounced y*shayah-hoo] in Hebrew, means & , I Kg SK al #Saxé The i KS [ hwt
Lord saving people is the central theme of the book of Isaiah. This is especially true of this section of

Isaiah. ***God promises through the prophet Isaiah that there is salvation through the presence of

the Lord.
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She'aryashub[pronounced sh™™-ar yah-shoo\ (cf. Isa 7:3). This son of Isaiah, whose name means & |




NEBYVLI Vi & KsdatefrinddtBEnd atibcd/165sén to Ahaz, his family, and the other Israelites. Why

aremnant? Whyreturn? ¢ KS v I YS 2 FShe'akyhshub[kH)-ar yairghgol] assumes that

there will be a war, a judgment. But God affirms there will be survivors, a new beginning for some of

themt THE BELIEVING remnant. The prophets often used the names of their families to summarize their

messages; it made their children incarnate wordslsaiah himself will say in chapter 8 that he and his
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Thus, the message to the king through these names is the same as the direct message from the prophet:
a major war is coming, but a remnant will return, for there is salvation because the LORD will be with
themt IF THEY BELIEVE.

[God saves people from their sins.]

In the New Testament the fulfillment of this prophecy is recorded with the birth of the Savior, Christ the

LORD, the promised Immanuel. When the angel Gabriel comes to announce the birth to Mary, he says:
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with Matt 1:21). BLANK SLIDE Here is the first name Gabriel gives. And it too will be a summary of the

message,an @ A Y O NJY/ | TheSdocwir MR@Idcarnation is that God came into this world and

became flesh.

The name Jesus in Hebrewis, S & KT#ndmd Yeshush & FTNBY GKS alYS | SoNBg g2
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APPL: So the birth of Immanuel into the world represents most certainly a saving presence. But it is now
a far greater salvation than what the people in the days of Isaiah expected. There it was deliverance
from enemies; here it is eternal salvation from sin and all the effects of sin!

APPL: Immanuel is a saving presence. The name Immanuel reminds us that God saves people from

their sins. The Son of God came into the world to remove sin and guilt from our lives by His atoning

blood. But He continues to be with us to deliver us from guilty fears, oppression, diseases, and even

death. He never leaves us nor forsakesus. WS & dza / KNRA &A1 Qa LINSASYyOoneha || &l ¢
of the last things Jesus said before He ascended back to heaven was that He is with us ALWAYS, even to

the end of the world.

APPL: God is with you, whatever you are facing in your life right now. In the midst of trials in your home
life, God is with you. In the midst of physical difficulties, God is with you. In the midst of temptations,
God is with you. Whatever circumstances, no matter how threatening they seem to your well-being,
GOD IS WITH YOU!

*** But you have to believe in HimCertainly faith is required for eternal salvation itself. But that same
faith continues in a life of submission to Christ. So for us who believe, salvation is guaranteed; and as our
faith grows strong we become more confident that He is the Savior, because His presence is a Saving
Presence.




CONCLUSION: God dwells with those who believe, those who have a broken and contrite heart. God
is with us! Immanuel! Itis a saving presence: You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people
from their sins.

APPL: How do we live if God is with us? Live with confidence, for God is a saving presence. Since you

have believed in Christ, stand firm in all the difficulties of this life. GOD IS WITH YOU! He will see you
through and strengthen you in the trials and testings you face, IF YOU BELIEVE! Trust God to provide
you with the strength you need. And If God is with us who can be against us!

SLIDES: & L Y R S S R &d nét Sparedhi€ @wn Son, but gave him up for us all ¢ how will he not also,
along with him, freely give us all things?®*2 K2 gAft ONRARYy 3 | y& OKbodEhS

834 \Who is the one who will condemn? Christ is the one who died (and more than that, he was

8:35

justifies.
raised), who is at the right hand of God, and who also is interceding for us. “*> Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword?®1 & A (0 ARor yduNdake iwSeficounter death all day long; we were considered as
sheep to be slaughtereti®*’ No, in all these things we have complete victory through him who loved
us! ¥ For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor things that
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are present, nor things to come, nor powers, “~ nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will
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be able to separate us from the love of God in Chrid i WS & dza 2 dzN39NEX)NBRASIKSDE 2 Y y YO H

Trust God and the promise of His presence with the difficult circumstances you presently face.
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the promise of His presence in the midst of your difficulties, what difference will this make in what
you do? Instead of worrying about what tomorrow might bring, do you think God wants you to keep
trusting Him and bringing your concerns before the Lord in prayer? (Cf. Phil 4:6-7.)

Transition to Invitation/Communion: God knows the loneliness you feel this morning. God knows and
He cares! God not only knows and caresT He understands. God is touched, He is moved. In the
strangling grip of Golgotha, our Savior experienced the maximum impact of loneliness. For several hours
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Father turned away. In the bottomless agony of that moment, our Lord criedt He literally screamed
aloud (cf. matt 27:45-46). The loneliness of those dark hours as our Savior carried our sin cannot be
adequately pictured. But is it any wonder that Jesus, Immanuel, is now able to sympathize and enter in
as we battle feelings of loneliness? Know this morning that God cares for you! The promise of Immanuel
(God with us) means salvation.

SALVATION: In order for you to escape eternal separation from God, God must be with you. And in
order for God to be with you, you must believe. What does it mean to believe in Christ for eternal

salvation? TohavethepromisS 2 F D2RQ&a LINBaASyOS 4A0GK &2dz F2NBISNJ

alone as your Savior. Are you trusting in your own abilities to earn acceptance with God, or are you
trusting in the death of Christ to pay for your sins, and the resurrection of Christ to give you new life?
On a scale of 0 to 100 percent, how sure are you that you would spend eternity with God if you died

today?



An answer of less than 100 percent may indicate you are trusting, at least in part, in yourself. You may

be thinking, Is/Qé A G I NNB3IAFyd G2 & likleed)ifwould bdarrdga¥ice ifyoun LIS NSy
were trusting in yourselft your abilities, your actions, and good deedsT to earn your salvation.

However, if you are no longer trusting in your own efforts, but in the all-sufficient payment of Christ,

then 100 percent certainty is a response of humility and thankfulness, not arrogance.

Reflect on a second question: If you were to die today and stand before God, and He were to ask you,
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church attendance, kindness to others, Christian service, abstinence from a particular sin, or some other
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yourselves, it is the gift of God; #? it is not from works, so that no one can boast. **°
workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we
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For we are his
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death and resurrection alone are sufficient to pay for our sin and separation from God.

Perhaps you have intellectually believed that Jesus Christ lived 2,000 years ago, performed miracles,
died on the cross, and was raised from the dead. Perhaps you have even felt close to God at times in
your life. But biblical faith is more than intellectual assent or warm emotions.

Consider the analogy of a wedding: An engaged couple may intellectually know they want to marry each
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are not married. Many people are at this point in their relationship with Christ. They need to say, | doto

Him.
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by trusting in Christ and accepting His payment for your sins. As we bow for prayer: You can use this

prayer to express your faith: ¢ [ 2 NR WS &dza> L ySSR ,2dzdp L ¢lyd ,2dz G
Your death on the cross as the complete payment for my sins. Thank You for forgiving me and for

giving me new life. Help me to grow in my understanding of Your love and power so that my life will
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Now this morning we are going to celebrate and remember together the wonder of what Jesus Christ,
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we celebrate communion we do so in remembrance of the sacrifice Jesus made so that we might be

saved and that God might be with us forever.



